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CHAIR’S MESSAGE: A CALL TO ACTION 
ZSUZSA GILLE 
 

That we are living in turbulent times is a cliché, and is not 

necessary for the audience of this newsletter to rehash the 

international and domestic conflicts, renewed racial and 

economic injustices, new displacements, or environmental 

disasters. However, one question that is worth asking is what 

the nature of our role as global and transnational sociologists 

is in making these developments intelligible for scholars, 

students and the public at large. As our membership 

approaches 700, we are well poised to answer this question 

in ways that will have real-world impact. 

One possible answer is public engagement, and ASA’s new 

initiative, the Sociology Action Network (SAN), is an 

exciting opportunity. This is a program through which 

sociologists will provide direct support to nonprofit 

organizations with missions related to issues that can be 

informed by sociology.  The goal of SAN is to leverage our sociological expertise to empower 

various sectors of civil society to intervene in current sociopolitical contexts in meaningful and 

nonpartisan ways. Please write to our section’s Public Engagement Liaison, Professor Cinzia Solari 

(Cinzia.Solari@umb.edu) with ideas and issues that invite a public utilization of your expertise, and 

please answer her emails when she reaches out to you. 

Another possible answer calls on us as creative methodologists. We can go much further in 

increasing the validity of our data by more dexterously analyzing multi-scalar connections, people on 

the move, and country-level statistics, whose cross-national comparability is getting more difficult to 

assume. Keeping methodological innovation on our section’s agenda was one of the main promises 

I “ran on” as a candidate for the Chair’s position, and, to that end, I am dedicating a panel at the 

2018 Annual Meeting to taking stock of the novel ways of designing research, defining units of 

analysis, mapping comparison and effectively tackling mobility. Distinguished sociologists Philip 

McMichael, Mimi Sheller, Particia Landolt and Monika Krause, who have been at the forefront of 

such experimentations, will share their experiences and respond to criticisms. We will also hold an 

open session on global ethnography, where issues of research design, balancing among multiple sites 

and the role of theory will also be at the forefront. (Please see the announcement of panels and 

sessions in Philadelphia below.) I know many of you will find such discussions in themselves 

informative; however, I also hope to maintain this dialogue beyond the Annual Meeting. I am 

therefore starting a link on our section’s redesigned webpage where short entries, and quick 

questions and answers will keep us engaged and where new publications on methodology will be 

shared. I sincerely hope you will contribute—no entry will be too short! 

mailto:Cinzia.Solari@umb.edu
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A third answer sees our role in absorbing, digesting 

and rearticulating specialized knowledge outside 

our discipline. I doubt it is an exaggeration to say 

that most of our empirical cases or fields of inquiry 

have been impacted in one way or another by 

financialization. For many of us, however, it is a 

challenge to understand its multiple manifestations, 

especially in a way that doesn’t accept the terms and 

assumptions of financial experts, hedge fund 

managers and stockbrokers. Our open session on 

financialization at the next Annual Meeting will be 

dedicated to the memory of Jim O’Connor, author 

of the foundational book The Fiscal Crisis of the State 

(1973), who passed away on November 13. Please 

submit a paper and encourage others to do so. 

Finally, I know many of you share a deep sense of 

obligation to update our courses and pedagogy to 

respond to current events and to reflect new modes 

of inquiry. We need to refresh our current 

collection of syllabi. I invite you to share your recent syllabi, or even just new teaching resources 

(audio-visual materials, webpages, class exercises, articles, etc.) that you have found effective. A 

recent study by the Council on Foreign Relations (CFR) and the National Geographic Society found 

that American college graduates are woefully, but perhaps not surprisingly, uninformed when it 

comes to global issues. We have much to do on this front, and who better than us? Colleagues, let’s 

do it, together! 
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NEW NEWSLETTER 
EDITOR 
AARUSHI BHANDARI, STONY BROOK 
UNIVERSITY  
 

Dear Section Members, 
 
It is my great pleasure 
to take on the role of 
Newsletter Editor for 
our section. Many 
thanks to the previous 
editors Natasha Miric 
and Cheng-Tong Lir 
Wang for their excellent 
work on past 
newsletters. I also want 
to thank Kristen 

Shorette for thinking of me for this role, and Zsuzsa 
Gille for making it a seamless undertaking. 

Finally, a huge thanks to all the contributors! I received 
an influx of emails with member publications over the 
last few months and have made every effort to include 
them. If I missed something on account of being a 
novice, please let me know and I will make sure it 
appears in the next edition. If you have any questions, 
concerns, comments, suggestions for future editions 
(content suggestions or design suggestions welcome!), 
potential contributions, or any other feedback, please 
email me at Aarushi.Bhandari@stonybrook.edu. I will 
be glad to hear from you. I really enjoyed designing this 
newsletter, and I hope that you will all find it 
informative and useful! 

SECTION OFFICERS 2017-2018 

SECTION OFFICERS & 

COUNCIL 

Officers 

Chair: Zsuzsa Gille, Univ of Illinois-

Urbana-Champaign 2018 

Chair-Elect: Julian Go, Boston 

University 2018 

Past Chair: Peggy Levitt, Wellesley 

College 2018 

Section Secretary/Treasurer: Kristen 

Shorette, Stony Brook University 

2018 

Student Representative: Nikita 

Carney, University of California - 

Santa Barbara 2018 

Section Council 

Jennifer L. Bair, University of 

Virginia 2019 

Zsuzsa Gille, Univ of Illinois-

Urbana-Champaign 2018 

Kimberly Kay Hoang, University of 

Chicago 2019 

Melanie M. Hughes, University of 

Pittsburgh 2020 

Evan Schofer, University of 

California, Irvine 2020 

Rachel Schurman, University of 

Minnesota 2018 

 

A little bit about me: I grew up in Kathmandu, Nepal 

and now find myself in Long Island as a PhD. 

Candidate at Stony Brook University. My research 

interests address the intersections between gender, 

international development and information and 

communication technologies (ICTs). My recent 

Sociology Compass  article identifying gaps in gender and 

global food security literature is listed under member 

publications of this newsletter.  

 

mailto:Aarushi.Bhandari@stonybrook.edu
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SPOTLIGHT: KRISTEN HOPEWELL 
UNIVERSITY OF EDINBURGH 

SECTION AWARD WINNER  

The global political economy is being 

dramatically transformed by the rise of new 

powers, such as China, India and Brazil, and 

the corresponding decline in the dominance of 

the US and other Western states.  My first 

book, Breaking the WTO: How the Emerging 

Powers Disrupted the Neoliberal Project, 

analyzes the impact of contemporary power 

shifts on the American-led project of 

neoliberal globalization.  I show that the rise 

of new powers precipitated a crisis in one of 

the core governing institutions of global 

neoliberalism, the World Trade Organization 

(WTO).  Paradoxically, this was not because 

the rising powers rejected the rules and norms 

of the multilateral trading system, but just the 

opposite, because they embraced the system 

and sought to lay 

claim to its benefits.  

Rising powers 

usurped the dominant norms, discourses and institutional tools of the 

WTO and used them to challenge US hegemony.  Yet, when the 

weapons of the powerful became appropriated by formerly subordinate 

states, the system itself broke down.  A situation of more equitable 

power relations among states caused the Doha Round of trade 

negotiations to collapse and, in the process, cut short the neoliberal 

project at the WTO.  

My new project, funded by an ESRC Future Research Leaders grant, 

builds on my interest in structural changes and power struggles in the global economy to analyze 

an important but largely unexplored area of economic policymaking – export credit (the use of 

loans and other forms of financing by states to boost their exports), where we are currently 

witnessing a striking intensification of economic competition among states. 
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SPOTLIGHT: DANA MOSS 
UNIVERSITY OF PITTSBURGH 

SECTION AWARD WINNER 

As the Arab Spring revolutions erupted across the 

Middle East in 2011, diasporas came out to protest 

against dictatorships as never before. While existing 

research argues that diasporas in democracies are 

well positioned to advocate on behalf of change at 

home, why did the Arab Spring mark the first time 

that Syrians and Libyans mobilized publicly to 

condemn the Assad and Gaddafi regimes? My 

recent article in Social Problems argues that Syrian 

and Libyan communities had long-been subjected 

to “transnational repression” by home-country 

dictatorships. The regimes muted dissent by 

wielding violence, threats, exile, and surveillance 

against their critics abroad and by harming 

dissidents’ relatives at home. Yet, the Arab Spring 

disrupted the deterrent effects of transnational 

repression in three ways. First, regime violence 

motivated activists’ relatives in Syria and Libya to 

fight or flee, which lowered the costs of coming out 

from overseas. Second, the sacrifices of vanguard 

protesters compelled regime opponents abroad to go public for moral reasons and share in the costs 

of mobilization. Third, as the uprisings destabilized these dictatorships, diaspora members came out 

because they perceived that the regimes were incapable of making good on their threats. For these 

reasons, the Arab Spring had liberating effects on a global scale.  

My current research looks beyond the coming out process in protest and explains why only some 

diaspora movements played a role in the Arab Spring directly. By comparing Syrian, Libyan, and 

Yemeni movements, this research investigates how and to what extent activists resourced rebellion 

and relief during the uprisings. This project aims to theorize the conditions under which diasporas 

contribute in social change processes underway across borders. In the future, I will extend this work 

by investigating the role of diaspora movements in contesting illiberalism in their host-countries. In 

response to the Trump administration’s Muslim Ban, for example, Arab Spring-era activists are 

mobilizing to defend the rights of Arabs and Muslims through boycotts and the ballot box. The 

effects of their collective action on minority empowerment and policy will remain a pressing topic in 

the years ahead. 
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SPOTLIGHT: CAMILO LESLIE 
TULANE UNIVERSITY 

SECTION AWARD WINNER 

My current project surveys the rise and fall of the Stanford Financial Group fraud, a decades-long 
Ponzi scheme that left roughly 20,000 victims with $7.2 billion in losses. It draws on in-depth 
interviews with 124 respondents, mostly defrauded investors, conducted in six cities in the U.S. and 
Venezuela (the firm’s two largest markets), as well as legal, regulatory, and corporate documents. 
Theoretically, it combines a novel conceptualization of “trustworthiness” with a focus on the social 
production of ignorance. Existing scholarship documents how organizations both cultivate 
ignorance internally (as a strategy to ward off culpability) and foist it on the public (to maintain 
advantage). My work, however, illustrates the accidental, or non-strategic, production of ignorance 
in expert organizations, and the active role that 
laypeople play in authoring their own ignorant accounts 
of the world. Moreover, in comparing the “expert 
ignorance” of U.S. federal securities regulators with the 
“lay ignorance” of Stanford’s U.S. and Venezuelan 
depositors, I show that both stem from such actors’ 
reliance on unstable forms of normative and epistemic 
authority. Though topically remote from my research on 
“map-mindedness,” in fact these projects share a key 
theme: place. In particular, my current work shows how 
investors imputed credibility bonuses and credibility 
deficits to financial firms and products from certain 
parts of the world, thus demonstrating the importance 
of “place” as an epistemic frame. In addition, it shows 
how the institutionalization of place, in the form of 
jurisdictional boundaries, impeded the flow of 
information about Stanford to regulators and investors 
alike. 
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MEMBER PUBLICATIONS 

BOOKS 

MULTINATIONAL MAIDS 
ANJU MARY PAUL 

Multinational Maids offers an in-depth investigation into the international 

migrations of Filipino and Indonesian migrant domestic workers. The 

author taps on her rigorous study of more than 1,200 subjects' migration 

trajectories to reveal how these migrants work in a series of overseas 

countries to improve their lives and, in some cases, seek permanent 

residence in another country. Challenging the portrayal of Asian migrant 

domestic workers as victims of globalization, Multinational Maids reveals 

migrants' agency and strategic thinking under conditions of constraint. At 

the market level, the establishment of guestworker programmes for 

migrant domestic workers in multiple countries has created a global 

labour market. A transnational diaspora shapes migrants' evolving 

destination imaginaries, while manpower recruitment and placement 

agencies create transnational mobility structures. In addition, differing 

destination hierarchies and degrees of access to resources lead to the adoption of divergent stepwise 

trajectories. Written in an accessible manner, Multinational Maids appeals to migration scholars, 

policymakers, activists and students. 

LOCAL ENCOUNTERS IN A GLOBAL CITY. SINGAPORE 
STORIES 
ANJU MARY PAUL 

https://www.cambridge.org/core/books/multinational-maids/A63E80C0DFBD1517F29CD939726CC9BA
https://www.ethosbooks.com.sg/products/local-encounters-in-a-global-city-singapore-stories
https://www.ethosbooks.com.sg/products/local-encounters-in-a-global-city-singapore-stories
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What is the impact of a constant flow of people and capital in one of the 

most globalised cities in the world? In this collection of essays, the authors 

pursue an ethnographic approach to globalization, and while they were 

informed by official statistics and social theory, they relied mostly on first-

hand observations of life and experiences in Singapore. 

From iconic Singapore locations like the Botanic Gardens, Raffles Place and 

ION Orchard Shopping Mall to the seamier side of globalisation in the red-

light district of Geylang and disused factories housing migrant workers, the 

authors relate their narratives in telling details and street insights. 

 

There is no single position for or against globalisation in this collection. The diverse views show the 

complex effects of global capital and labour flows on the culture and cityscape of Singapore at a 

time when sustained challenges are emerging to the global economic and political order of a past 

generation. 

BORROWING TOGETHER: 
MICROFINANCE AND CULTIVATING SOCIAL TIES 

BECKY YANG HSU 

In Borrowing Together, Becky Hsu examines the social aspects of the 

most intriguing element of group-lending microfinance: social collateral. 

She investigates the details of the social relationships among fellow 

borrowers and between borrowers and lenders, finding that these 

relationships are the key that explains the outcomes in rural China. People 

access money through their social networks, but they also do the opposite: 

cultivate their social relationships by moving money. Hsu not only looks 

closely at what transpired in the course of a microfinance intervention, 

but also reverses the gaze to examine the expectations that brought the 

program to the site in the first place. Hsu explains why microfinance's 

'articles of faith' failed to comprehend the influence of longstanding 

relationships and the component of morality, and how they raise doubts - 

not only about microfinance - but also about the larger goals of development research. 

https://www.cambridge.org/core/books/borrowing-together/11E888DBBBF83FD0747298FBFD54E406
https://www.cambridge.org/core/books/borrowing-together/11E888DBBBF83FD0747298FBFD54E406
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THE POLITICS OF COMPASSION: THE SICHUAN EARTHQUAKE 
AND CIVIC ENGAGEMENT IN CHINA 
BIN XU 

The 2008 Sichuan earthquake killed 87,000 people and left 5 million 

homeless. In response to the devastation, an unprecedented wave of 

volunteers and civic associations streamed into Sichuan to offer help. The 

Politics of Compassion examines how civically engaged citizens acted on 

the ground, how they understood the meaning of their actions, and how 

the political climate shaped their actions and understandings. 

Using extensive data from interviews, observations, and textual materials, 

Bin Xu shows that the large-scale civic engagement was not just a natural 

outpouring of compassion, but also a complex social process, both enabled and constrained by the 

authoritarian political context. While volunteers expressed their sympathy toward the affected 

people's suffering, many avoided explicitly talking about the causes of the suffering―particularly in 

the case of the collapse of thousands of schools. Xu shows that this silence and apathy is explained 

by a general inability to discuss politically sensitive issues while living in a repressive state. This book 

is a powerful account of how the widespread death and suffering caused by the earthquake 

illuminates the moral-political dilemma faced by Chinese citizens and provides a window into the 

world of civic engagement in contemporary China. 

BUILDING POWER FROM BELOW 
CAROLINA BANK MUÑOZ      

A story that involves as its main players "workers" and "Walmart" does 

not usually have a happy ending for labor, so the counternarrative offered 

by Building Power from Below is must reading for activists and union 

personnel as well as scholars. In 2008 Walmart acquired a controlling 

share in a large supermarket chain in Santiago, Chile. As part of the deal 

Walmart had to accept the unions that were already in place. Since then, 

Chilean retail and warehouse workers have done something that has 

seemed impossible for labor in the United States: they have organized 

even more successful unions and negotiated unprecedented contracts with 

Walmart. 

In Building Power from Below, Carolina Bank Muñoz attributes Chilean 

workers’ success in challenging the world’s largest corporation to their organizations’ commitment 

to union democracy and building strategic capacity. Chilean workers have spent years building 

grassroots organizations committed to principles of union democracy. Retail workers’ unions have 

less structural power, but have significant associational and symbolic power. Their most notable 

successes have been in fighting for respect and dignity on the job. Warehouse workers by contrast 

http://www.sup.org/books/title/?id=26599
http://www.sup.org/books/title/?id=26599
http://www.cornellpress.cornell.edu/book/?GCOI=80140100606860&fa=author&person_id=5548
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have substantial structural power and have achieved significant economic gains. While the model in 

Chile cannot necessarily be reproduced in different countries, we can gain insights from the Chilean 

workers’ approaches, tactics, and strategies.  

WHERE BAD JOBS ARE BETTER: 
RETAIL JOBS ACROSS COUNTRIES AND COMPANIES 

CHRIS TILLY & FRANÇOISE CARRÉ 

Chris Tilly has a new book, Where Bad Jobs Are Better: Retail Jobs 

across Companies and Countries, co-authored with Françoise Carré.  The 

book, published by the Russell Sage Foundation, uses field work from 

seven countries to understand how differing institutions and managerial 

strategies shape different job quality, even within the retail sector which 

tends to be viewed as a “bad job” haven.  The book closes with a look at 

emerging trends, and strategies and policies to improve US retail jobs. 

 

ON THE SHOULDERS OF GRANDMOTHERS: 
GENDER, MIGRATION, AND POST-SOVIET NATION-STATE BUILDING 

CINZIA D. SOLARI 

On the Shoulders of Grandmothers, is a global ethnography of Ukrainian 

transnational migration. Gendered migrant subjectivities are a key site for 

understanding the production of neoliberal capitalism and Ukrainian 

nation-state building, a fraught process that places Ukraine precariously 

between Europe and Russia with dramatic implications for the political 

economy of the region. However, processes of gender and migration that 

undergird transnational nation-state building require further attention. 

Solari compares two patterns of Ukrainian migration: the "forced" exile of 

middle-aged women, most grandmothers, to Italy and the "voluntary" 

exodus of families, led by the same cohort of middle-aged women, to the 

United States. In both receiving sites these migrants are caregivers to the 

elderly. 

Using in-depth interviews and ethnographic data collected in three countries, Solari shows that 

Ukrainian nation-state building occurs transnationally. She examines the collective practices of 

migrants who are building the "new" Ukraine from the outside in and shaping both Italy and the 

United States as well. The Ukrainian state, in order to fulfil its First World aspirations of joining 

Europe and distancing itself from all things Soviet, is pursuing a gendered reorganization of family 

and work structures to achieve a transition from socialism to capitalism. This has created a labor 

force of migrant grandmothers who carry the new Ukraine on their shoulders. Solari shows that this 

post-Soviet economic transformation requires a change in the moral order as migrant women 

https://www.amazon.com/Where-Bad-Jobs-Are-Better/dp/0871548615
https://www.amazon.com/Where-Bad-Jobs-Are-Better/dp/0871548615
https://www.routledge.com/On-the-Shoulders-of-Grandmothers-Gender-Migration-and-Post-Soviet-Nation-State/Solari/p/book/9781138707047
https://www.routledge.com/On-the-Shoulders-of-Grandmothers-Gender-Migration-and-Post-Soviet-Nation-State/Solari/p/book/9781138707047
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struggle to understand how to be "good" mothers and grandmothers and men join women in 

attempts to teach their children to be successful and honorable people, now that the social rules 

have drastically changed. 

Looking at individual migrant women and men and their families in Ukraine allows us to see the 

production of neoliberal capitalism and new nationalism from the ground up and the outside in for a 

region that promises to be a flashpoint in our century. 

REDEFINING JAPANESENESS: 
JAPANESE AMERICANS IN THE ANCESTRAL HOMELAND 

JANE H. YAMASHIRO 

Growing up in the United States, Japanese Americans learn to understand 

their Japanese heritage within US-based narratives of racism, cultural 

exclusion, and multiculturalism. What happens when they move to Japan, 

where different discourses and assumptions shape what it means to be 

“Japanese”? What difficulties do Japanese American migrants encounter in 

their daily interactions as they attempt to make themselves understandable 

in Japan? 

Redefining Japaneseness chronicles how Japanese Americans’ 

understandings of Japaneseness – including their own – transform while 

living in their ancestral homeland. Drawing from extensive fieldwork and 

interviews and using a transnational framework, Jane H. Yamashiro reveals 

the diverse processes and shifting strategies that Japanese American migrants in the Tokyo area 

utilize as they negotiate and challenge conventional social boundaries and meanings related to race, 

ethnicity, culture, and nationality. 

By reframing the relationship between Japanese Americans and Japan through the lens of “global 

ancestral groups,” Redefining Japaneseness critically interrogates common assumptions about 

diasporic identification and ancestral homeland migration. 

ACHIEVING ACCESS 
JOSEPH HARRIS 

https://www.amazon.com/Redefining-Japaneseness-Japanese-Americans-Ancestral/dp/0813576369
https://www.amazon.com/Redefining-Japaneseness-Japanese-Americans-Ancestral/dp/0813576369
http://www.cornellpress.cornell.edu/book/?GCOI=80140100827980
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At a time when the world’s wealthiest nations struggle to make 

healthcare and medicine available to everyone, how and why do 

resource-constrained countries make costly commitments to universal 

health coverage and AIDS treatment after transitioning to democracy? 

While conventional wisdom suggests that democratization empowers 

the masses, Harris draws attention to an underappreciated dynamic: 

that democratization empowers elites from esteemed professions – 

frequently doctors and lawyers – who forge progressive change on 

behalf of those in need in the face of broader opposition. The book 

explores dynamics that made landmark policies possible in Thailand 

and Brazil but which have led to prolonged struggle and contestation in 

South Africa, extending lines of research related to health social 

movements and the professions, with implications for global/transnational sociology, the sociology 

of development, political and medical sociology, and comparative and historical sociology. 

Use Coupon Code 09FLYER to save 30% when purchasing directly from Cornell University 

Press ($20.96) 

THE GLOBALIZATION OF FOREIGN AID: DEVELOPING 
CONSENSUS 
LIAM SWISS  

Why do aid agencies from wealthy donor countries with diverse 

domestic political and economic contexts arrive at very similar 

positions on a wide array of aid policies and priorities? This book 

suggests that this homogenization of policy represents the effects of 

common processes of globalization manifest in the aid sector. Drawing 

on both quantitative and qualitative analysis of policy adoption, the 

book argues that we need to examine macro-level globalizing influences 

at the same time as understanding the micro-level social processes at 

work within aid agencies, in order to adequately explain the so-called 

‘emerging global consensus’ that constitutes the globalization of aid. 

The book explores how global influences on aid agencies in Canada, 

Sweden, and the United States are mediated through micro-level processes. Using a mixed-methods 

approach, the book combines cross-national statistical analysis at the global level with two 

comparative case studies which look at the adoption of common policy priorities in the fields of 

gender and security. The Globalization of Foreign Aid will be useful to researchers of foreign aid, 

development, international relations and globalization, as well as to the aid policy community. 

 

https://www.routledge.com/The-Globalization-of-Foreign-Aid-Developing-Consensus/Swiss/p/book/9781138569843
https://www.routledge.com/The-Globalization-of-Foreign-Aid-Developing-Consensus/Swiss/p/book/9781138569843
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THE POSTDIASPORA CONDITION: 
CROSSBORDER SOCIAL PROTECTION, TRANSNATIONAL SCHOOLING, AND 
EXTRATERRITORIAL HUMAN SECURITY 
MICHEL LAGUERRE 

This book aims to fill a void in the literature on the contributions of the 

state to the social protection, educational training, and human security 

of its overseas citizens. Additionally, Michel S. Laguerre seeks to 

explain the rise of the postdiaspora condition: an emancipatory 

metamorphosis of diaspora status. Laguerre pays particular attention to 

the crossborder services that the state provides, transfrontier 

mechanisms developed by various institutions, as well as extraterritorial 

forms of management and governance. He sheds light on complex 

crossborder arrangements and management, the multiplicity of 

crossborder agencies and organizations, and the promulgation of new 

laws that provide a legal basis for these extraterritorial undertakings by 

the state. The ability of emigrants to hold citizen status—and to enjoy 

access to the same rights and privileges as those offered to residents of 

the homeland—sets the cosmonational context for the performance of the postdiaspora condition. 

ARTICLES, ESSAYS AND EDITED VOLUMES 

 
BANDYOPADHYAY, RANJAN AND VRUSHALI PATIL.  2017.  “THE WHITE 

WOMAN’S BURDEN: THE RACIALIZED, GENDERED POLITICS OF VOLUNTEER 

TOURISM.” TOURISM GEOGRAPHIES.19(4): 644-657.  

Talking about race in volunteer tourism is like breaking a taboo. By critically exploring the racialized 

and gendered politics of volunteer tourism from the perspective of the ‘white savior complex,’ we 

seek to open new avenues of discussion to break this silence. We employ a postcolonial feminist 

theoretical framework to analyze volunteer tourism. The meanings, practices, and policies of 

volunteer tourism development are informed by the racialized, gendered logics of colonial thought. 

If older colonial logics were predominantly masculinist, it considers the largely (white) women 

participants in contemporary volunteer tourism as a window onto current transformations in historic 

racialized and gendered logics. Colonial logics and discourses have shifted over time, from the 

erstwhile ‘civilizing mission’ to the subsequent mandate for development to contemporary 

depoliticized social causes such as ‘saving the environment.’ Volunteer tourism is an exemplar of this 

third discourse, as global North volunteer tourists, through their depoliticized logic of ‘saving’ and 

‘helping’ the less fortunate others in the global South, inherits such distinctions and reproduces them 

further. Given the predominance of young white women in contemporary volunteer tourism, 

beyond these continuities, we also point to compelling shifts in this logic from the masculinism of 

historic colonial processes. We also highlight the religious dimension, how Christian ideologies 

which were so central to formal colonial processes continue to play an important role in volunteer 

https://www.palgrave.com/de/book/9783319522609
https://www.palgrave.com/de/book/9783319522609
https://www.palgrave.com/de/book/9783319522609
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tourism today. Future studies on volunteer tourism need to examine its emergence, growth, and 

popularity (with young white women in particular) from the perspective of historic and ongoing 

power relations having to do with race and racialized gender, which will enable a critical 

conversation on volunteer tourism that adds significantly to our knowledge of contemporary neo-

colonial processes and their gendered dynamics. 

BHANDARI, AARUSHI. 2017. WOMEN'S STATUS AND GLOBAL FOOD 
SECURITY: AN OVERVIEW. SOCIOLOGY COMPASS, 11(5). 
 
Scholars are increasingly examining how gender interacts with food security, with specific attention 

given to women. This is not surprising, given that women make up 43% of the global agricultural 

labor force and are responsible for producing almost half of the global agricultural food supply. 

Since women tend to be disproportionately responsible for taking care of household activities, 

including the production, purchase, preparation, and allocation of food-based resources—

particularly in the developing world—there is a scholarly consensus that an improvement in 

women's status has a positive impact on nutritional outcomes. Current scholarship on gender and 

food security is thus broadly divided into relationships between food security and women's 

economic freedoms, legal opportunities, and both formal and informal education via improved 

knowledge of agricultural procedures. In this review, I draw attention to the role that sociologists 

can play in engaging these topics, and I specifically highlight the need to conduct more cross-

national and longitudinal analyses of women's status and food security. Finally, I point towards 

recent studies that assess the impacts of Information and Communication Technologies on food 

security, and suggest the need to explicate the role of gender within such processes. 

CHAUDHARY, ALI. R. 2017. “VOTING HERE AND THERE: POLITICAL 

INTEGRATION AND TRANSNATIONAL POLITICAL ENGAGEMENT AMONG 

IMMIGRANTS IN EUROPE” IN   GLOBAL NETWORKS. (DOI:10.1111/GLOB.12171) 

In this article, I examine voting patterns in origin and receiving country national elections among 

immigrants in Europe. The existing scholarship on transnational political engagement offers two 

competing interpretations of the relationship between immigrant integration and transnational 

engagement, which I classify as the resocialization and complementarity perspectives. The 

resocialization perspective assumes that transnational political engagement gradually declines as 

immigrants become socialized into the new receiving society. Conversely, the complementarity 

perspective assumes that immigrant integration increases transnational political engagement. I test 

these competing perspectives with survey data collected between 2004 and 2008 for 12 different 

immigrant groups residing in seven European cities. The analysis examines how immigrant political 

and civic participation in receiving countries affect their proclivities to vote in homeland elections. I 

also analyse the effects of receiving and origin country contexts on immigrant voting behaviour in 

homeland elections. While my findings support both the resocialization and complementarity 

perspectives, they also highlight the ways in which a set of origin-country contexts shape immigrant 

propensities to engage in transnational electoral politics. I observe a degree of complementarity 

among immigrants with resources who are motivated and eligible to participate in both receiving and 

origin-country elections. 
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CHAUDHARY, ALICHAUDHARY, ALI R. 2017. “ORGANIZING 

TRANSNATIONALISM AND BELONGING AMONG PAKISTANI IMMIGRANTS IN 

LONDON AND NEW YORK” IN MIGRATION STUDIES.  

This article compares the transnational orientation of two immigrant organizational infrastructures 

in two different contexts of settlement: one that is shaped by historical and contemporary post-

colonial bilateral ties and one that is shaped by non-colonial high-skilled migration and traditions of 

assimilation. Using the case of post-colonial Pakistani immigrants in London and non-colonial 

Pakistani immigrants in New York City (NYC), I explore how the presence of post-colonial bilateral 

ties between origin and receiving societies coupled with aggregate-level socioeconomic integration, 

shape the transnational orientation of Pakistani immigrant organizations in both cities. Data come 

from an original database of the universe of Pakistani non-profit organizations in London and NYC 

and 59 in-depth interviews. Findings reveal that the Pakistani organizational landscape in London is 

far more transnational than the organizational infrastructure in NYC. The transnational orientation 

of Pakistani immigrant organizations in London is interpreted to be associated with a high 

proportion of recent immigrants, historical political integration of Pakistanis into mainstream UK 

politics and a vibrant post-colonial development-aid infrastructure. Conversely, the NYC 

organizational infrastructure is primarily comprised of domestically-oriented religious organizations, 

which reflect traditions of assimilation in the US by fostering a sense of belonging within the NYC 

Pakistani immigrant community. 

FREY, R. SCOTT, PAUL K. GELLERT, AND HARRY F. DAHMS, EDS., 2017. SPECIAL 

ISSUE ON ECOLOGICALLY UNEQUAL EXCHANGE IN COMPARATIVE 

PERSPECTIVE.JOURNAL OF WORLD-SYSTEMS RESEARCH 23(2). [JWSR IS AN 

OPEN-ACCESS JOURNAL AVAILABLE AT JWSR.PITT.EDU] 

This paper is an introduction to a special issue of the Journal of World-Systems Research on 

ecologically unequal exchange (EUE). EUE is a vibrant area of scholarship within world-systems 

analysis whose origins can be traced to the work of Stephen G. Bunker, and interest in EUE 

continues to grow, as witnessed by the publication of several recent collections. This special issue 

adds further to the literature with  three quantitative contributions highlighting the increasing scope 

and depth of the impact of ecologically unequal exchange on the world’s environment, respectively 

on cacao, oil palm plantations, and military expenditures; two qualitative papers that address coffee 

and humanitarian aid; and one paper on new “splinters” in the Global South bargaining position(s) 

on climate change. The introduction links these papers to an unfulfilled debate between the 

ecological rift perspective of Foster and the world-ecology perspective of Moore. Concluding 

thoughts address what is still needed for the future of ecologically unequal exchange research. 

GARRIDO, MARCO. 2017. "WHY THE POOR SUPPORT POPULISM: THE POLITICS 

OF SINCERITY IN METRO MANILA." AMERICAN JOURNAL OF SOCIOLOGY 123 

(3): 1-39.  

Why do the poor respond to some populist appeals and not others? Populist support is largely 

attributed to a leader’s “populist style.” Populist style is seen as consisting of tactics aimed at 

cultivating popular identification. This explanation, however, cannot tell us why the poor 
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discriminate among leaders employing similar tactics. I consider the question with respect to the 

Philippine populist Joseph Estrada. I find that the poor support Estrada because they perceive him 

to be sincere or someone who cares about them beyond electoral considerations. They see him as 

sincere because his political performance engages their expectations and has proven coherent over 

time. The collective nature of their belief in Estrada’s sincerity helps account for its objectivity, 

durability, and diffusion. The empirical case presents an opportunity to develop a more sophisticated 

account of populist style. I show populist style to depend as much on the political savvy of 

supporters as on the skill of leaders.   

GUARNIZO, LUIS E., ALI R. CHAUDHARY AND NINNA NYBERG SORENSON. 

2017. “MIGRANTS’ TRANSNATIONAL POLITICAL ENGAGEMENT IN SPAIN AND 

ITALY” IN MIGRATION STUDIES.  

International migrants’ cross-border political activities challenge singular notions of national 

citizenship and political belonging. Yet most sociological studies of migrants’ transnational political 

engagement are based on single national groups in the USA, and limit themselves to examining how 

assimilation and contexts of reception determine migrants’ propensity to engage with homeland 

politics—thereby under theorizing the influence of origin countries. This study moves beyond this 

approach by recognizing the multi-directionality of migration, and testing the applicability of existing 

theoretical approaches across two different origins and receiving contexts. We compare a sample of 

Colombian and Dominican migrants in Spain and Italy, analyzing how contexts in countries of 

origin, as well as migrants’ social networks across borders, interact with assimilation and contexts of 

reception to determine migrants’ political transnational engagement. Findings reveal migrants’ 

transnational political engagement in Spain and Italy appears to be a highly selective process 

dominated by a small minority of well-educated males from high social status in origin. Findings also 

suggest immigrant incorporation and transnational political engagement form a dialectical 

relationship operating at different scales that is simultaneously complementary and contradictory. 

Contextual conditions in origin countries explain observed much of variation in Colombian and 

Dominican migrants’ transnational political engagement. 

HEIDEMAN, LAURA J. 2017. “CULTIVATING PEACE: SOCIAL MOVEMENT 

PROFESSIONALIZATION AND NGOIZATION IN CROATIA.” MOBILIZATION 

22(3): 345-362. 

Scholars studying social movements and nongovernmental organizations (NGOs) have noted a 

rapid expansion in the number of professional organizations dedicated to creating social change. 

This study uses the case of the peacebuilding sector in Croatia (1991–present) to examine central 

questions in both fields: where professional organizations come from, what drives 

professionalization, and what the consequences of professionalization are for the work of social 

change. I find there are actually many paths to NGO creation, and identify five types of NGOs: 

transformed, new, bud, seed, and clone. These five types of organizations had different paths for 

development, have different levels of professionalization, and engage in different types of work 

based on their location and history. Examining the history of a social change sector shows 

professionalization to be a nuanced, uneven process that can expand the social change sector even 

as it transforms the sector's work. 



 
GATS NEWSLETTER  

 

FALL 2017 

 

 18 

 

HEIDEMAN, LAURA J. 2017. “MAKING CIVIL SOCIETY SUSTAINABLE: THE 

LEGACY OF USAID IN CROATIA.” VOLUNTAS. DOI 10.1007/S11266-017-9896-3 

What makes civil society sustainable? This paper examines USAID “Legacy Mechanisms”—

programs designed to support a stable civil society after USAID withdraws aid—in the context of 

post-war Croatia to reconceptualize civil society sustainability in terms of resilience. Rather than 

examine whether specific legacy mechanisms remained intact, this paper looks at how Croatian civil 

society organizations adopted, adapted, and dropped these legacy programs to respond to novel 

crises and a changing political and social environment once USAID exited Croatia. Drawing on 

archival data from USAID’s time in Croatia and interviews conducted between 2008 (the year after 

USAID withdrew) and 2016, this paper shows that the long-term impact USAID had on civil society 

lay not within the formal institutions and organizations it supported, but in the resilience, creativity, 

and cooperation it fostered in the civil society sector. 

HOPEWELL, KRISTEN. 2017. “THE LIBERAL INTERNATIONAL ECONOMIC 

ORDER ON THE BRINK.” CURRENT HISTORY 116(793): 303-08. 

The recent election of President Donald Trump, propelled in part by a surge of anti-trade sentiment 

that blames “unfair trade” for the current economic and social ills of the United States, has put the 

future of the US-led liberal international economic order in doubt.  This article argues that, in 

seeking to criticize Trump’s agenda and the danger it represents, there has been a tendency to fall 

back on a largely fictitious vision of the past – a romanticized image of the pre-Trump liberal 

international economic order and the US’s role within it.  In fact, the US’s commitment to liberal 

principles has always been partial, selective and self-serving, with US leadership experienced by 

many as coercive rather than benevolent.  In short, in the realm of trade, “America First” is far from 

new.  Yet, ironically, Trump’s plan to “Make America Great Again” is most likely to do precisely the 

opposite by accelerating American decline.  If Trump were to follow through with his most extreme 

threats, such as withdrawing from the WTO and other existing trade agreements, the consequences 

would be profoundly damaging to the US.  

HOPEWELL, KRISTEN. 2017. “THE BRICS – MERELY A FABLE? EMERGING 

POWER ALLIANCES IN GLOBAL TRADE GOVERNANCE.” INTERNATIONAL 

AFFAIRS 93(6): 1377-96. 

The much hyped rise of the “BRICS” (Brazil, Russia, India, China, and South Africa) has lately been 

met with equally fervent declarations of their demise.  Amid slowing growth in many of these 

countries, the prevailing view now appears to be that the rise of the BRICS was little more than an 

illusion.  In this article, however, I contest this assessment by arguing that the emerging powers were 

never solely, nor most importantly, merely an economic phenomenon.  Instead, I show that 

emerging powers – specifically Brazil, India and China – have become an important political force in 

the global trading system and had a profound and lasting impact on the World Trade Organization 

(WTO).  Contrary to the widespread assumption that these countries are too diverse to ally, I argue 

that the emerging powers displayed a remarkable degree of unity and cooperation, working in close 

concert to successfully challenge the dominance of the US and other established powers.  As 

evidenced by the collapse of the Doha Round, the collective rise of Brazil, India and China 
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substantially disrupted the functioning of one of the core institutions of the liberal economic order 

created under US hegemony.  

HOPEWELL, KRISTEN. 2017. “RECALCITRANT SPOILER? CONTESTING 

DOMINANT ACCOUNTS OF INDIA’S ROLE IN GLOBAL TRADE GOVERNANCE.”  

India is frequently cast as a troublemaker and blamed for the breakdown of the Doha Round.  This 

article provides a critical re-reading of India’s trade policy and its position in multilateral trade 

negotiations.  It challenges the widespread characterization of India as a recalcitrant spoiler, intent 

on derailing trade liberalization at the WTO.  It shows that with the emergence of its highly-

competitive, export-oriented services sector, India became one of the leading advocates of global 

services trade liberalization in the Doha Round.  Yet, not unlike the traditional powers, India’s 

offensive trade interests are also combined with significant defensive concerns in agriculture.  

JOSEPH, TIFFANY, 2017. STILL LEFT OUT: HEALTHCARE 

STRATIFICATION UNDER THE AFFORDABLE CARE ACT. JOURNAL OF 

ETHNIC AND MIGRATION STUDIES, PP.1-19. 

The 2010 Affordable Care Act (ACA) increased healthcare access for many Americans. But, its 

exclusion of most noncitizens and imperfect state-level implementation stratified coverage by 

documentation status, place, income level, race, and ethnicity across the U.S.A. Drawing from the 

sociological literature on boundaries, this paper argues that these demographic boundaries facilitate 

de jure and de facto stratification for immigrants and low-income Americans of various ethnoracial 

backgrounds. Using existing survey research regarding national ACA implementation and a 

qualitative study of ACA implementation in Boston, MA, this paper shows how such stratification 

may worsen existing disparities in healthcare coverage and access among the U.S. population. 

Implications regarding President Donald Trump and conservative lawmakers’ plans to repeal the 

ACA are also discussed. The paper contributes to researchers’ understanding of how public policies 

produce boundaries by place, documentation status, race, ethnicity, and income that facilitate 

inequality. 

KAUP, BRENT Z. AND PAUL K. GELLERT. 2017. “CYCLES OF RESOURCE 

NATIONALISM: HEGEMONIC STRUGGLE AND THE INCORPORATION OF 

BOLIVIA AND INDONESIA.” INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF COMPARATIVE 

SOCIOLOGY 58(4): 275-303.  

Scholars often see resource nationalism as either a strategy to protect national interests or an 

opportunistic tactic to take advantage of capitalist market upswings. However, resource nationalism 

is not solely a strategy for an oppressed or disadvantaged group to gain power or glean a greater 

share of a nation’s resource wealth. Examining the extractive peripheries of Bolivia and Indonesia at 

two distinct temporal junctures, we demonstrate how global power struggles affect both the 

possibilities for resource nationalism and the variegated forms it takes across time. Taking resource 

nationalism to be an action by state actors in extractive peripheries to gain both economically and 

politically and linking sites and moments of resource nationalism to world-systemic processes, we 

argue that resource nationalism is a cyclical process shaped by the strategies of hegemons and their 

challengers. In addition, we argue that resource nationalism tends to garner greater benefits for 
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actors in extractive peripheries when ascending global powers provide them viable alternative 

markets for their raw materials. 

MOUNIRA M. CHARRAD AND AMINA ZARRUGH. 2016. “CONSTRUCTING 

CITIZENSHIP: GENDER AND CHANGING DISCOURSES IN TUNISIA” 

GENDERED CITIZENSHIP: THE CHALLENGES OF REPRESENTATION. EDITED 

BY H. DANIELSON, K. JEGERSTEDT, R. L. MURIAAS & B. YTRE-ARNE. 

PALGRAVE. 

Citizenship means belonging to a community defined in political terms and nation-states have 

historically constituted the most relevant political community. A matter of inclusion and exclusion, 

citizenship can be understood as involving rights and obligations as codified in the laws and 

regulations of a country. It can also be seen in its more symbolic form in terms of how different 

categories of people in a given political community are represented in public discourse or in 

culturally significant national texts such as constitutions. This chapter uses a multifaceted 

conceptualization of citizenship that highlights its several dimensions. We show how different 

dimensions of “being a citizen” come to the fore in national politics in different political contexts. 

Taking the example of Tunisia, a small majority Muslim population country that stands out in the 

Arab world for its long history of legislation relatively favorable to women, we consider two critically 

important political contexts, postcolonial state formation in the 1950s and democratization in the 

Arab Spring revolution in 2011. We first show how the first national postcolonial state addressed 

issues of gendered citizenship in the 1950s in making reforms in rights in family law. We then 

consider how women themselves debated issues of representation in the drafting of a new 

constitution following the 2011 revolution. Our analysis demonstrates how gendered the discourse 

and debates on citizenship have been, regardless of the particular issues at stake. 

NAUJOKS, DANIEL. 2017. "THE TRANSNATIONAL POLITICAL EFFECTS OF 

DIASPORIC CITIZENSHIP IN COUNTRIES OF DESTINATION: OVERSEAS 

CITIZENSHIP OF INDIA AND POLITICAL PARTICIPATION IN THE UNITED 

STATES", IN DAVID CARMENT AND ARIANE SADJED (EDS), DIASPORA AS 

CULTURES OF COOPERATION GLOBAL AND LOCAL PERSPECTIVES, 

SPRINGER, PP. 199-221.  

The chapter provides an empirically grounded theory of how citizenship policies in migrants’ 

country of origin influence immigrants’ political activities, ethnic interest groups, and ethnic 

lobbying. Based on the study of India’s citizenship-like diaspora membership status, the Overseas 

Citizenship of India (OCI), this chapter shows that the existence of OCI and the status passages 

toward OCI affect the political influence of the Indian-American community, as well as the political 

activities by community actors, especially the degree of community organisation, number of voters 

and individuals working for political parties, community involvement, and financial contributions. 

The citizenship-like status accomplishes these effects by increasing naturalisation of ethnic Indians 

in the USA, by affecting categories of identification with India, as well as by fostering the good-will 

of individuals and community organisations. 
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PATIL, VRUSHALI AND BANDANA PURKAYASTHA.  2017. “THE 

TRANSNATIONAL ASSEMBLAGE OF INDIAN RAPE CULTURE.”  ETHNIC AND 

RACIAL STUDIES.  PAGES 1-19.   

We analyse the affective-cultural assemblage of “Indian rape culture” across historical time and 

social space. We examine news coverage of a highly visible 2012 rape in Delhi in two newspapers, 

New York Times and Times of India, and the longevity of these articulations through an analysis of 

online discourses three years later. We further trace colonial-era materializations of Indian rape 

culture which emerged in the context of the “Indian Mutiny” in contrast to local perspectives, and 

which were rearticulated by development and human rights organizations. We show that at each 

moment, Global north voices and institutions dominate. The processes of articulation emanating 

from Global north institutions serve to realize a racialized transnational assemblage of Indian rape 

culture. Our framework points to the “soft” power and fluidity of racializing processes, the 

heterogeneity, and the multiple logics that appear disconnected, but which nonetheless flow and 

come together to sustain racialized power structures. 

REYES, VICTORIA. FORTHCOMING. “PORT OF CALL: HOW SHIPS SHAPE 

FOREIGN-LOCAL ENCOUNTERS” SOCIAL FORCES PUBLISHED ONLINE FIRST, 

OCTOBER 27, 2017  

The study of foreign-local encounters is at the heart of much of social scientific research, from the 

dynamics of globalized travel and migration to the study of colonialism and places of foreign 

control. These interactions are often both shaped by structural inequalities and fleeting. How do 

organizations shape these interactions? This question of how organizations interact with their 

environment is a central puzzle that motivates the field of organizational studies. Yet most research 

assumes that organizations are, or intend to be, permanent. What about transient organizations, 

those that neither have nor intend to have a permanent presence? How do these types of 

organizations shape foreign-local interactions? Using qualitative interviews, documents, and 

ethnographic observations, I argue that Goffman’s work on total institutions is useful for 

understanding this question in cases where transient organizations are self-sustaining. Examining a 

US military ship and an evangelical missionary ship docked at the Subic Bay Freeport Zone, 

Philippines, I show how a ship’s total institutional form and logics shape—or affect—foreign-local 

encounters in three ways, by: (1) gendering the geography of the host community, (2) perpetuating 

stereotypes, and (3) influencing local markets. By shifting scholarly focus from the dynamics of 

permanent organizations to the intended and unintended consequences of transient total 

institutions, I reveal how transient actors can have profound effects on social life. Given the 

proliferation of ships around the world, my findings have broader implications beyond the two I 

study. 

REYES, VICTORIA. FORTHCOMING. “THREE MODELS OF TRANSPARENCY IN 

ETHNOGRAPHIC RESEARCH: NAMING PLACES, NAMING PEOPLE, AND 

SHARING DATA” ETHNOGRAPHY (SPECIAL ISSUE ON INNOVATIONS IN 

ETHNOGRAPHIC RESEARCH), PUBLISHED ONLINE FIRST, SEPTEMBER-29-2017  
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Ethnographic research consists of multiple methodological approaches, including short- and/or 

long-term participant observation, interviews, photographs, videos, and group field work, to name a 

few. Yet, it is commonly practiced as a solitary endeavor and primary data is not often subject to 

scholarly scrutiny. In this paper, I suggest a model in which to understand the different ways in 

which ethnographies can be transparent – naming places, naming people, and sharing data – and the 

varied decisions ethnographers have made with regard to them: whether to name a region, city or 

specific neighborhood, name primary participants or public officials, and to share interview guides, 

transcripts, or different kinds of field notes. In doing so, this paper highlights how decisions 

regarding transparency are part of an ethnographer’s methodological toolkit, and should be made on 

a case-by-case basis depending on the who, what, where, when and why of our research. 

YOUNG, NATALIE. 2017. DEPARTING FROM THE BEATEN PATH: 

INTERNATIONAL SCHOOLS IN CHINA AS A RESPONSE TO DISCRIMINATION 

AND ACADEMIC FAILURE IN THE CHINESE EDUCATIONAL SYSTEM. 

COMPARATIVE EDUCATION, 1-22. 

This paper draws on a case study of a Canadian international school in Beijing to argue that a new 

form of international school is emerging in China – one that offers a haven for domestic students 

from competitive and discriminatory features of the Chinese educational system.  Most families at 

the school had economic resources but occupied precarious social positions in Chinese society. 

Analyses reveal that the international school offers a pathway to obtain baseline academic credentials 

in the absence of other opportunities for progress in the Chinese educational system. This study 

suggests the emergence of a new type of international education program that departs from a picture 

of international education as ‘elite’. The paper also develops our understanding of class and 

educational strategies in contemporary China. 

SPECIAL EDITIONS, EDITED VOLUME CHAPTERS, ESSAYS AND BLOGS 

JOSEPH, TIFFANY AND HELEN B. MARROW.2017. HEALTH CARE, 
IMMIGRANTS, AND MINORITIES: LESSONS FROM THE AFFORDABLE 
CARE ACT IN THE U.S.. JOURNAL OF ETHNIC AND MIGRATION STUDIES 
43:12, PAGES 1965-1984. 
 
JOSEPH, TIFFANY. 2017. “U.S. HEALTH POLICY AND POPULATION HEALTH: 

WHERE WE ARE NOW AND WHERE WE’RE HEADED.” INTERDISCIPLINARY 

ASSOCIATION OF POPULATION HEALTH SCIENTISTS BLOG. 

MOUNIRA M. CHARRAD & MARO YOUSSEF. 2017. “FEMINIST ASSOCIATIONS 

UNDER AUTHORITARIANISM IN TUNISIA.” BAKER INSTITUTE FOR PUBLIC 

POLICY BLOG, RICE UNIVERSITY, AND THE HOUSTON CHRONICLE.   

MOUNIRA M. CHARRAD & AMINA ZARRUGH. 2016. “FIVE YEARS LATER: 

GENDER EQUITY IN THE LAW AFTER THE ARAB SPRING IN TUNISIA.”. BAKER 

INSTITUTE FOR PUBLIC POLICY BLOG, RICE UNIVERSITY, AND THE 

HOUSTON CHRONICLE.  



 
GATS NEWSLETTER  

 

FALL 2017 

 

 23 

 

NAUJOKS, DANIEL. 2018. “PARADIGMS, POLICIES AND PATTERNS OF INDIAN 

DIASPORA INVESTMENTS”, ROUTLEDGE HANDBOOK OF THE INDIAN 

DIASPORA, EDITED BY RADHA S. HEGDE AND AJAYA K. SAHOO, ROUTLEDGE.  

PATIL, VRUSHALI.  2017. “SEX, GENDER AND SEXUALITY IN COLONIAL 

MODERNITY: TOWARDS A SOCIOLOGY OF WEBBED CONNECTIVITIES,” PAGES 

139-155 IN EDS JULIAN GO AND GEORGE LAWSON.  GLOBAL HISTORICAL 

SOCIOLOGY.  CAMBRIDGE: CAMBRIDGE UNIVERSITY PRESS. 

SCIPES, KIM.  2018.   “DISASTER MANAGEMENT IN THE PHILIPPINES:  MEDIA, 

UNIONS, AND HUMANITARIAN ACTION” IN ROBIN ANDERSEN AND 

PURNAKA L. DE SILVA, EDS., THE ROUTLEDGE COMPANION TO MEDIA AND 

HUMANITARIAN ACTION.  NEW YORK AND LONDON:  ROUTLEDGE: 321-328. 

YAMASHIRO, JANE H. 2017. "FROM HAPA TO HAFU: RECONSTRUCTING MIXED 

RACE JAPANESE MIGRANT IDENTITIES IN JAPAN." IN HAPA JAPAN: 

CONSTRUCTING GLOBAL MIXED RACE AND MIXED ROOTS IDENTITIES AND 

REPRESENTATIONS EDITED BY DUNCAN WILLIAMS, 29-57. LOS ANGELES: USC 

ITO CENTER/KAYA PRESS. 

EDITED VOLUME SPOTLIGHTS 

ZSUZSA GILLE, UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS, URBANA-CHAMPAIGN HAS 
EDITED A CRITICAL DISCUSSION FORUM “EASTERN EUROPE AND THE 
REFUGEE CRISIS.” SLAVIC REVIEW. 76, NO. 2 (SUMMER, 2017).  
 

Her opening essay “From Comparison to Relationality: Introduction to the Debate Cluster on the 

Eastern European Response to the 2015 Migration Crisis” distinguishes among three different 

analytical approaches that avoids the comparative approach that yielded the one-sidedly negative 

portrayal of eastern Europe’s response to migrants while automatically assigning humanitarianism to 

the west. 

SPECIAL ISSUE OF CITIZENSHIP STUDIES, VOL.21, NO.7, 2017: ‘PRACTICING 
CITIZENSHIP IN CONTEMPORARY CHINA’ 
Edited by Sophia Woodman and Zhonghua Guo 

Citizenship in China—and elsewhere in the global South—has been perceived as either a distorted 

echo of the ‘real’ democratic version in Europe and North America, or an orientalized ‘other’ that 

defines what citizenship is not. In contrast, adopting a ‘connected histories’ perspective makes 

Chinese citizenship a constitutive part of a modernity that is still unfolding, the editors of this special 

issue argue in their introduction. Addressing contemporary manifestations of concerns about 

citizenship that have been central to debates about the building of state and society in China, the 

special issue focuses on three key tensions related to the practices of citizenship in China today: a 

state preference for sedentarism and governing citizens in place vs. growing mobility, sometimes 

facilitated by the state; a perception that state-building and development requires a strong state vs. 
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ideas and practices of participatory citizenship; and submission of the individual to the ‘collective’ 

(state, community, village, family etc.) vs. the rising salience of conceptions of self-development and 

self-making projects. All articles cover one or more of these tensions through specific empirical case 

studies of citizenship practice in various regions of the People’s Republic of China.  

RESEARCH CLUSTERS FAQ 
 

1. WHAT’S A RESEARCH CLUSTER? 
Research clusters are networks of GATS researchers based on shared scholarly interests, and were 

created, to quote Peggy Levitt when she was 2016-2017 GATS chair, to “serve as spaces where 

scholars can develop social networks, disseminate ideas and papers, and explore opportunities for 

collaboration."  

2. HOW ARE THEY DIFFERENT FROM ROUNDTABLES? 
The first year, the research clusters met during the time slot originally allocated for roundtables, so 

during 2017 ASA, the research clusters replaced the roundtables. However, this may not always be 

the case since the research clusters and roundtables serve different purposes. There are two aspects 

in which we can see these differences most clearly: topics and the relationship among participants.  

TOPICS 

-Research clusters: topics emerge from the membership/people who are interested in participating  

-Roundtables: topics are generated from a wide array of papers that are forwarded to the roundtable 

organizers, who then try and sort the papers thematically.  

RELATIONSHIP AMONG PARTICIPANTS 

-Research clusters:  voluntary, and intentionally involve senior scholars, junior scholars and graduate 

students in a mentoring and intellectual community which serve to provide feedback on the 

currency of our field: our ideas and papers 

-Roundtables: hodgepodge of papers and people from different ranks 

3. HOW ARE THEY FORMED? 
By you, the membership! These are meant to be clusters that form from the ground-up, having 

members decide which topics and themes could be the basis from which they connect with other 

scholars.  
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4. WHAT ARE THE BENEFITS OF JOINING A RESEARCH 
CLUSTER? 
Some of the benefits include the ability to connect with scholars who work in similar areas, as well 

as to provide opportunities for mentorship, collaborations, and exchanges 

5. CAN I CREATE A RESEARCH CLUSTER? 
Yes! Just make sure that your idea, or a similar one, doesn’t already have a research cluster created.  

6. HOW CAN I JOIN A RESEARCH CLUSTER? 
Contact research cluster leaders and/or join their listservs! See below for information:  

Arts, Culture, and Religion: contact Shai Dromi, shai.dromi@g.harvard.edu  

 Gender and Sexuality: contact Vrushali Patil, vrushali.patil@gmail.com 

Global Environmental and Climate Crisis: contact John Foran, Foran@soc.ucsb.edu  

Global Human Rights: seeking a volunteer! 

Global Populism: Roland Roberton, r.robertson@abdn.ac.uk  

Globalization/International Organizations: seeking a volunteer! 

Labor: seeking a volunteer! 

Migration: seeking a volunteer! 

Social Movements: Selina Gallo-Cruz, sgallo@holycross.edu  

Interested in volunteering to lead one of these? Contact Victoria Reyes (vreyes@ucr.edu)  

7. WHAT COMMITMENT DOES JOINING A RESEARCH CLUSTER 
ENTAIL? 
It’s up to you and to the collective desires of each research cluster. These are designed to be useful. 

As such, each cluster can decide what is more or less useful – meeting at ASA? Creating a year-

round community? These decisions are made by the members of each cluster. 

ASA 2018 SECTION 49 GLOBAL AND 
TRANSNATIONAL SOCIOLOGY SECTION 
SESSIONS 
 

1. Methodological Innovations in Studying Globalization and Transnational Social Relations 

Invited Session 



 
GATS NEWSLETTER  

 

FALL 2017 

 

 26 

 

Organizer: Zsuzsa Gille 

Discussant: Zsuzsa Gille 

Description: As we’re approaching the 30th anniversary of the explosion of globalization onto the 

sociological scene, it is time to take stock and critically evaluate what we have learned from our 

efforts to meet the methodological challenges of studying the global and the transnational. This 

panel showcases a range of methodological innovations in sociology, such as incorporated 

comparison; mobility studies, the transnationalization of the Bourdeusian concept of the field, and 

the study of transmigrants and people on the move, among others. Concrete empirical examples will 

demonstrate creative ways of identifying the unit(s) of analysis, designing data collection, and models 

of connecting parts to wholes and theory to data.  

2. Racial Slavery, Colonialism, and Global White Supremacy Invited Session 

Organizer Moon-Kie Jung 

Description: "We live in a world which has been foundationally shaped for the past five hundred 

years by the realities of European domination and the gradual consolidation of global white 

supremacy," philosopher Charles Mills writes.  The temporal and geographical scope of sociological  

inquiries into this racialized world has been, to understate the obvious, less extensive.  Papers on this 

panel represent cutting-edge research on racial slavery, colonialism, and other topics that pushes 

us to think about racism more historically and globally. 

3. Global Ethnographies Open Session 

Organizer: Zsuzsa Gille 

Description: This session aims to advance innovations in ethnographic methods for studying 

globalization. If globalization is characterized by borderlessness, ever-increasing mobility and 

processes unmoored from concrete locations, what role is there for a traditionally place-bound 

methodology, such as ethnography? Can fieldwork demonstrate how the collective actions of 

individuals and particular institutions partake in producing globalization “from below”? What is the 

relationship between ethnography and a global and transnational theoretical lens? What can 

ethnography tell us about transnational flows of people, capital, goods, and knowledge? How does 

comparative and multi-sited research interrogate the dynamic relationships between individuals and 

organizations in specific locals and broader economic, political, and social forces? How might global 

ethnography help us name power relations that span countries? Ultimately, how do we construct and 

reconstruct theory based on empirical findings in global ethnography? The panel will showcase both 

methodological and data-driven papers. 

4. Finance and the City: A Transnational Perspective Open Session 

Organizer: Prof. Michael Goldman, University of Minnesota-Twin Cities 

Description: Whereas it is common knowledge that housing and real estate were at the heart of the 

2008 financial crisis, scholars and activists are beginning to better understand broader changes 

occurring at the nexus of urban government, finance capital, and large-scale urban infrastructure.  

The focus of this panel is on the relational conjunctures (Sheppard et al. 2015) occurring within 
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these disparate sectors, acknowledging that financing infrastructure is not only the fastest growth 

sector of the global economy but also reflects the most prevalent global policy compelling countries 

to transform cities into “world-class” global cities.  This panel hopes to go beyond presenting and 

comparing individual case studies to new scholarship on the transnational forces and relations in and 

across sites and processes. What new transnational configurations have emerged since the financial 

crisis, for example, that reflect co-constitutive practices of state and capital in financializing cities 

and urbanizing finance?  In regions of the global North, ageing infrastructure is being refinanced by 

private equity firms as part of securitized asset portfolios linked across continents; how are these 

risky investments disrupting social relations and governance of public urban spaces, services, and 

goods?  In regions of East and South Asia, investors are being handsomely rewarded through their 

equity and structured debt deals in new ‘global’, ’green’, and ‘smart’ cities, transforming the notion of 

urban government while displacing millions from the rural economy.  How can we understand these 

volatile, transnational processes of urban government, finance, and sociality? 

5. Refereed roundtable 

Organizer Paromita Sanyal 

 

UPCOMING AWARDS AND OTHER 
ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 

GATS SECTION AWARDS AT ASA 2018 

GLOBAL AND TRANSNATIONAL SOCIOLOGY BEST 
SCHOLARLY BOOK AWARD 
Deadline: 3/1/2018  

The Global and Transnational Sociology Section solicits nominations (including self-nominations) 

for the 2018 Best Scholarly Book Award, recognizing an outstanding book published in 2016 or 

2017 in the area of Global and Transnational Sociology. When nominating a book, please include a 

brief comment (a couple of paragraphs) on its contribution to the global and transnational sociology 

field. Please note that second editions, translations, and edited volumes are not eligible. The deadline 

is March 1, 2018. Please direct any inquiries to the committee chair, Kimberly Hoang at 

kayhoang@uchicago.edu. Please send a copy (or ask the publisher to send copies) of the book and 

the supporting materials to each of the 4 members of the Committee.  

1. Professor Kimberly Kay Hoang (Chair) 

University of Chicago 
Department of Sociology  
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1126 E. 59th St. 
Chicago, IL 60637 

2. Professor Melanie Hughes  

University of Pittsburgh 

Department of Sociology 

2400 Wesley W. Posvar Hall 

230 Bouquet Street 

Pittsburgh, PA 15260 

3. Professor Evan Schofer 

Department of Sociology 

University of California, Irvine 

3151 Social Science Plaza 

Irvine, CA 92697 

4. Professor Amy Reynolds 

Department of Sociology and Anthropology 

Wheaton College 

501 College Avenue 

Wheaton, IL  60187 

GLOBAL AND TRANSNATIONAL SOCIOLOGY BEST 
SCHOLARLY ARTICLE AWARD 
Deadline: 3/1/2018 

The Global and Transnational Sociology Section solicits nominations (including self-nominations) 

for the 2018 Best Scholarly Article Award, recognizing an outstanding article published in 2016 or 

2017 in the area of Global and Transnational Sociology. When nominating an article, please include 

a brief comment (a couple of paragraphs) on its contributions to the global and transnational 

sociology field. The deadline is March 1, 2018. Please direct any inquiries to the committee chair, 

Julian Go at juliango@bu.edu. Please email an electronic copy of the article and supporting materials 

to all members of the Best Scholarly Article Committee. 

1. Professor Julian Go (Chair) 

juliango@bu.edu  

2. Professor Jennifer Bair  

jlb5md@virginia.edu  

3. Professor Cinzia Solari  

Cinzia.Solari@umb.edu  

4. Professor Johanna K Bockman  

jbockman@gmu.edu 

mailto:juliango@bu.edu
mailto:jlb5md@virginia.edu
mailto:Cinzia.Solari@umb.edu
mailto:jbockman@gmu.edu
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GLOBAL AND TRANSNATIONAL SOCIOLOGY BEST 
GRADUATE STUDENT PAPER AWARD 
Deadline: 3/1/2018  

The Global and Transnational Sociology Section invites nominations (including self-nominations) 

for the 2018 Best Graduate Student Paper Award, recognizing an outstanding paper, published or 

unpublished, in the area of Global and Transnational Sociology. The author must be a graduate 

student who has not received the PhD by March 1, 2018. For co-authored papers, all authors must 

be graduate students. When nominating an article, please include a brief comment (a couple of 

paragraphs) on its contributions to the global and transnational sociology field. The deadline is 

March 1, 2018. Please direct any inquiries to the committee chair Jeong-Woo-Koo at 

jkoo@skku.edu. Please email an electronic copy of the paper to all members of the Best Graduate 

Student Paper Award Committee. 

1. Professor Jeong-Woo Koo (chair) 

jkoo@skku.edu  

2. Professor Eric Schoon 

schoon.1@osu.edu    

3. Professor Ana Velitchkova 

avelitch@olemiss.edu  

AWARD 

Jaeeun Kim's book Contested Embrace: Transborder Membership Politics in Twentieth-Century 

Korea (Stanford University Press, 2016) won the 2017 Allan Sharlin Memorial Award from the 

Social Science History Association.  

POSTDOC OPPORTUNITY 

DIETRICH SCHOOL DIVERSITY POSTDOCTORAL FELLOWSHIP 
HUMAN RIGHTS AND CITIES: LINKING LOCAL AND GLOBAL 

The University of Pittsburgh’s Kenneth P. Dietrich School of Arts and Sciences invites applications 

for a two-year postdoctoral fellowship in the Department of Sociology centered on Human Rights 

and Cities: Linking Local and Global, beginning in August 2018. We welcome applicants who will 

advance educational and research initiatives related to human rights in urban contexts. We especially 

are interested in applications from scholars whose research and practice contribute to comparative 

understandings of urban politics and conflicts, appreciation of how global forces shape local 

conflicts and urban political processes, and innovations in teaching and community-based research 

and learning that enhance the intellectual and cultural diversity of student experiences. Particular 

research areas may include, for instance, urban politics and conflicts, racial and economic dynamics 

in urban politics and resource allocation, cultural dimensions of cities and urban struggles, 

mailto:jkoo@skku.edu
mailto:schoon.1@osu.edu
mailto:avelitch@olemiss.edu
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globalization and urban sustainability/ resilience. Scholars with a degree in sociology, urban studies, 

or related disciplines that have strong sociological foundations are encouraged to apply. The 

successful applicant will have rich opportunities for multidisciplinary engagement through Pitt’s 

Humanities Center, World History Center, Global Studies Center, Urban Studies Program, and its 

multidisciplinary Human Rights Working Group. 

Applicants must have satisfactorily completed all requirements for the PhD degree, including any 

oral defense, by March 1, 2018. Individuals who completed all such requirements before June 1, 

2016 are ineligible. For more information about the fellowship program and to apply, visit: 

https://www.as.pitt.edu/postdoctoral-fellowship-program. To be considered, please submit by 

February 16, 2018, via https://pats.as.pitt.edu/apply/index/MTI3: curriculum vitae; dissertation 

table of contents; two-page statement of research interests outlining the goals of the research you 

will undertake during the term of the fellowship; two-page statement of teaching interests and 

philosophy; one-to-two-page diversity statement, discussing how your past, planned, or potential 

contributions or experiences relating to diversity, equity, and inclusion will advance the University of 

Pittsburgh’s commitment to inclusive excellence; one writing sample or excerpt of no more than 20 

pages including references and appendices; one proposed syllabus for a 15-week course directed 

towards advanced undergraduate or graduate students; and email contacts for three recommenders.  

For each reference, you will have the opportunity to input a personal email address or an email 

address generated through Interfolio’s Online Application Delivery. In either case, an email 

notification will be sent to the designated address with instructions for uploading letters to our 

system by February 23, 2018. 

The University of Pittsburgh is an Affirmative Action/Equal Opportunity Employer and values 

equality of opportunity, human dignity and diversity. EEO/AA/M/F/Vets/Disabled. 

 


