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Jessica Kim, Stony Brook University 
 
Dear Section Members, 
 
As is evident from the excep-
tional essays featured in this 
issue, global and transna-
tional scholars seem unique-
ly equipped to shed light on 
a historic global pandemic 
rendering equally momen-
tous (and sociological) shock 
waves. Indeed, insight from 
migration, race, commodity chain, and labor scholars 
alike has proven highly relevant for Covid-19. 
 
Yet despite the global character of this crisis, it has 
rendered, among other things, significant isolation. 
Thus, it is extremely important for us to—now, more 
than ever—be kind and patient with ourselves  (and 
with others), and to remember to set aside time for 
things that bring us joy. 
 
Wishing you all wellness, 
 

-Jess 

Alexander D. Hoppe, University of Pennsylvania 
 

Dear GATS section members, 
 
Like everything else for the past 
couple of months, this semes-
ter’s newsletter is filled with 
commentary on Covid-19. How-
ever, our section members add 
an immensely relevant global 
and transnational perspective. 
Essays by Gary Gereffi and Mark 
Dallas focus on the politics and 

economics of global value chains, while Claudio Benzecry 
reminds us of the intimate global connections of produc-
tion even before the pandemic. Dana Kornberg and 
Nandita Sharma examine problems of citizenship and bor-
ders which are amplified and intensified in times of crisis, 
particularly for marginalized groups. Finally, we feature an 
interview with Tim Bartley, whose book Rules without 
Rights received an honorable mention for the most recent 
GATS best book award. 
 
Stay safe, keep up the global analysis, and hang in there. 
 

-Alex 
 

E D I T O R S ’  N O T E 
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Sociologists have studied pandemics for some 

time, although I have not been one of them. Now 

we all seem to be so engaged because of the 

ways in which Covid-19 has transformed our 

lives, and the world. Does that also mean our 

discipline is now becoming, necessarily, global 

and transnational too?  

The Forms of Crisis 

The late Ulrich Beck, after all, spoke of how 

global crises might generate the cosmopolitan 

consciousness we need to address climate 

change, world poverty and other global risks. 

Pandemics certainly could lead his list. But it’s 

not so obvious that a more global awareness is 

what we are seeing before us, even among us 

sociologists. Those of us with more global 
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Engaging Covid-19 and other 
Pandemics in Global and 

Transnational Sociology 
April 17, 2020  

https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/pdf/10.1111/1467-9566.12019
https://www.nytimes.com/video/world/100000007027897/coronavirus-global-pandemic.html
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awareness might have been better prepared for 

this crisis, however.  

Perhaps each of us can recount how Covid-19 

entered our lives as existential disruption or an-

ticipated crisis. For me, my friend and colleague 

Mujun Zhou wrote from China to her friends 

abroad in the beginning of March reflecting on 

her experience with the virus and its sociological 

aura (see her subsequent Facebook posts). I 

had myself just come back from the Philadelphia 

Eastern Sociological Society meetings in Febru-

ary’s end where it was hardly mentioned. And 

now it’s all that most folks talk about, at an ap-

propriate distance. But Covid-19 is not always 

discussed in global terms.  

I’m struck by the various spatial and chronologi-

cal scales different scholarly, professional, politi-

cal, and civic interventions mobilize.  Each of us 

might talk of (our) neighborhoods and the soli-

darities they move across homes with songs 

across rooftops and solidarity-infused shopping 

trips. Political leaders with variously sized con-

stituencies balance contradictory demands and 

abiding quests to extend their own legitimations 

as they figure new ways to mobilize state capaci-

ties. Some states rely more on expertise than 

others to figure their policies; even before the 

crisis in the USA, Trump diminished the potential 

social science capacity of his office to address 

the pandemic.  Many in his network, but not only 

there, also speak of public health and economic 

security as trade-offs.  

Some folks within nations and across the world 

suffer dramatically more than others, and some 

still find ways to profit from the crisis. Racism 

and xenophobia flare, domestic assault skyrock-

ets, and authoritarians find ways to extend their 

own power and prejudice. Protests are difficult 

with lockdowns and other stay-at-home expres-

sions imposed, favoring on-line actions in various 

professional associations. The effects on the en-

vironment are also to be determined; we do see, 

however, some reclamations by other animals of 

human spaces.   

We used to wonder whether we overused the 

term crisis; now it does not seem to be powerful 
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“We used to wonder whether we overused the term crisis; now it 

does not seem to be powerful enough to characterize the times in 

which we live.” 

https://zju.academia.edu/MujunZhou/CurriculumVitae
https://www.facebook.com/mujun.zhou
http://www.essnet.org/
https://www.marketwatch.com/story/i-trained-as-a-historian-of-medieval-italy-in-the-period-of-the-black-death-during-my-coronavirus-quarantine-i-wondered-will-our-friends-and-neighbors-fear-us-2020-04-01
https://www.everydaysociologyblog.com/2020/03/together-alone-in-the-covid-19-pandemic.html
https://www.everydaysociologyblog.com/2020/03/together-alone-in-the-covid-19-pandemic.html
https://slate.com/technology/2020/03/coronavirus-social-behavior-trump-white-house.html
https://www.theguardian.com/society/2020/apr/15/domestic-abuse-killings-more-than-double-amid-covid-19-lockdown
https://www.theguardian.com/society/2020/apr/15/domestic-abuse-killings-more-than-double-amid-covid-19-lockdown
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/03/30/world/europe/coronavirus-governments-power.html
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/apr/14/concerns-over-polish-government-tightening-abortion-laws-during-covid-19-crisis
https://publicseminar.org/essays/over-900-u-s-political-scientists-are-worried-about-democratic-elections-in-november-heres-why/
https://medium.com/@journalismprofs/open-letter-to-the-murdochs-9334e775a992
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/the_americas/coronavirus-wild-animals-wales-goats-barcelona-boars-brazil-turtles/2020/04/14/30057b2c-7a71-11ea-b6ff-597f170df8f8_story.html
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enough to characterize the times in which we 

live.  

 

The Scales of Crisis  

There is no question that this catastrophe will 

change the world as we know it.  Few have the 

luxury of time or space to imagine the alternative 

futures emerging from this crisis, but there is no 

doubt that figuring those dystopian and progres-

sive possibilities is critical to minimizing the risk 

of the former, while enabling hopes for the latter. 

But as polities polarize and inequalities magnify, 

the ability to imagine coherent transformations 

grounded in everyday life also suffers.  

Those on the front-lines of this crisis are working 

hard to figure how to keep people, institutions, 

organizations, and businesses alive. Within our 

own professional association, we agonize over 

whether our conference in San Francisco will 

take place in August (I won’t tell you where the 

smart money is), and if it doesn’t, how we will co-

ordinate our mutual learning. Our universities 

send out almost daily emails telling us how things 

are changing. Those focused on politics are not-

ing the immediate impact of Covid-19 on their 

political choices, whether in determining political 

candidates or in legislative initiatives. Even global 

organizations focus on particular and immediate 

risks in order to magnify the value of their inter-

ventions. For example, Open Society Founda-

tions (truth be told I work with them) focuses their 

recent interventions in New York City, London, 

Berlin, Puerto Rico, Baltimore, Budapest, Milan, 

and Southern Africa among other places even as 

they work to develop their vision for a world in the 

pandemic’s aftermath.  

While the stories, images, and practices associat-

ed with this pandemic may enjoy remarkable 

global resonance, it may also be hard to think 

beyond our homes, our neighborhoods, and our 

proximate organizations given the challenges we 

face. We may cope better with immediate tasks 

when we reduce the scale of our imaginations. 

But in so doing, we are even more unprepared 

for what is to come with, and I hope after, this 

global pandemic. #GATSociology ought provide 

some guidance for how we might manage just 

that. And we do.  

 

Of course we might work as the late Immanuel 

Wallerstein and other world system sociologists 

have done, and figure relative ascents and de-

clines of nations, their states, and places within 

them. We do need to think with the longue duree, 

but crises like these also invite us to imagine 

global alternatives within existing terms and be-

yond them too. As we do, it’s useful not only to 

recognize alternative contexts from which these 

visions might be conjured, but as well the actors 

they presume to be relevant.   
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https://www.politico.com/news/magazine/2020/03/19/coronavirus-effect-economy-life-society-analysis-covid-135579
https://foreignpolicy.com/2020/03/20/world-order-after-coroanvirus-pandemic/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/outlook/2020/03/23/coronavirus-polarization-political-exaggeration/
https://www.thenation.com/article/society/coronavirus-class-war-labor/
https://www.opensocietyfoundations.org/newsroom/open-society-foundations-aid-people-hardest-hit-by-covid-19-pandemic
https://www.opensocietyfoundations.org/newsroom/open-society-foundations-aid-people-hardest-hit-by-covid-19-pandemic
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States matter. Their variable powers shape who 

gets what and why in this dash for Covid-19 sup-

plies. Each state is likely to increase its capaci-

ties while globalization becomes evermore the 

bogeyman enabling pandemic. And while it may 

be too simplistic to distinguish approaches by 

male and female heads of state, it does seem to 

matter in whose hands state powers rest, and 

what powers they deploy. But which hands of the 

state will increase their grip defining alternative 

futures after Covid-19? 

 

Once envisioned as a liberating technology, digi-

tal formations still offer means for resistance, es-

pecially in circumstances so isolated as pandem-

ic measures move. In one recent exchange, Su-

zanne Lea shared 

the importance of 

the global platform 

Safecity for provid-

ing common spaces 

for survivors of 

sexual abuse, an 

injustice all the more 

likely within house-

holds during lock-

downs. But these same digital technologies also 

enable measures of surveillance Huxley and Or-

well could have never dreamed. Now, as South 

Korea’s technological fix earns applause along-

side some anxious pause across the world, we 

can see a new world coming, whether we know 

it’s happening or not.  Witnessing how those 

technologies and techniques of surveillance trav-

el is a critical #GATSociology.  

 

Walls are hardly 21st century, or so many of us 

thought. Nonetheless, the growing demand by 

leaders and publics alike for stricter border con-

trols, defining the desirable and undesirable trav-

eler along the way, is not limited to a quest to find 

who carries a virus. This channels the possibility 

for a new global apartheid, one that relegates the 

already marginalized – migrants and refugees 

most notably -- to an even greater precarity. And 

this all in the name of a public health defined by 

citizenship with its many different layers of privi-

lege. We once asked who 

has the right to the city. 

Now we can ask about 

parks and health care. Or 

higher education. 

 

Universities may have cel-

ebrated the global flow of 

ideas and research, but 

international students be-

came in this century the bread and butter of an 

ever more costly system of higher education in 

the West. It has been driven by a quest for global 

status rankings more than in meeting proximate 

public needs.  With the economic implications of 
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“This channels the possibility for 

a new global apartheid, one that 

relegates the already 

marginalized – migrants and 

refugees most notably -- to an 

even greater precarity.” 

https://www.nytimes.com/2020/04/09/world/coronavirus-equipment-rich-poor.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/04/09/world/coronavirus-equipment-rich-poor.html
https://www.forbes.com/sites/avivahwittenbergcox/2020/04/13/what-do-countries-with-the-best-coronavirus-reponses-have-in-common-women-leaders/#718f39663dec
https://safecity.in/board-of-directors/
https://safecity.in/board-of-directors/
https://safecity.in/
https://spectrum.ieee.org/the-human-os/biomedical/ethics/halting-covid19-benefits-risks-digital-contact-tracing
https://spectrum.ieee.org/the-human-os/biomedical/ethics/halting-covid19-benefits-risks-digital-contact-tracing
https://www.journals.uchicago.edu/doi/abs/10.1086/699280
https://www.theatlantic.com/health/archive/2020/04/closing-parks-ineffective-pandemic-theater/609580/
https://minerva.defense.gov/Minerva-News/News_Display/Article/2152863/new-owl-in-the-olive-tree-post-national-security-implications-of-the-covid-19-c/
http://burawoy.berkeley.edu/Universities/University%20as%20Real%20Utopia.pdf
http://burawoy.berkeley.edu/Universities/University%20as%20Real%20Utopia.pdf
https://www.journals.uchicago.edu/doi/abs/10.1086/699280
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pandemic, we can anticipate a number of US col-

leges and universities going under, even as the 

pressure to economize grows; Zoom and other 

distant communication tools will be even more 

central to how we teach, how we learn. Whether 

that is good for learning, much less civic engage-

ment and critical thinking, remains to be seen. 

The precious community that struggled against 

inequality on campus is in shatters as we move 

learning online. The individualized 

student consumer, rather than that 

proximate public moved to en-

gagement, could be the outcome.  

Many global corporations could 

prefer that outcome.   

The future of global organizations 

hardly seems clear in these times 

either. The World Health Organi-

zation, one might presume central 

to engaging a pandemic, is under authoritarian 

assault.  The European Union has also been 

stressed by authoritarian practices from Brexit to 

an increasingly authoritarian Hungary; it faces 

what French President Macron calls a “make or 

break” moment. Generally speaking, we typically 

see extensive reorganization of multi-lateral insti-

tutions after a crisis. This is a dramatic moment 

of TBD.  

Which institutions survive is a question, but I am 

confident that we will see an escalation of social 

conflict within and across societies. But some of 

these conflicts are hard to see. We already wit-

ness the search for new modes of publicizing in-

justice and recommendations for solidarity in In-

dia. Anindita Adhikari and other sociologists are 

part of a movement to document the effects of 

lockdown and ways that solidarity might be ex-

tended. It was already difficult to mobilize solidar-

ity with Ukraine in its war with Russia and its 

proxies in the eastern part of 

the country, but that very condi-

tion also makes it hard to know 

how severe the health crisis is 

when it comes to Covid-19.  

Conflict is not of course limited 

to regions in war; class conflict, 

notably in the health sector, is 

increasingly apparent. Sociolo-

gists can contribute by identify-

ing the prior conditions and dangers facing health 

care workers and others on the front-line of this 

crisis, as well as the conditions of their mobiliza-

tion, the counter-mobilization and threats they 

face, and other circumstances of their work. We 

also see growing conflict within the education 

sector.    

Within the US, undergraduate students organize 

in order to make claims on university budgets to 

address their own needs, even while international 

students are, once again, in a precarious position 
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“The World Health 

Organization, one 

might presume 

central to engaging 

a pandemic, is 

under authoritarian 

assault.” 

https://www.nytimes.com/2020/04/15/us/coronavirus-colleges-universities-admissions.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/04/15/us/coronavirus-colleges-universities-admissions.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/education/2020/03/12/classes-move-online-human-connections-matter-more-than-ever-graduate-students-professor-says/
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/03/18/opinion/college-education-coronavirus.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/03/18/opinion/college-education-coronavirus.html
https://scatter.wordpress.com/2020/03/30/dont-sacrifice-college-to-the-pandemic/
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/04/04/us/politics/coronavirus-zoom-college-classes.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/04/15/us/politics/trump-coronavirus-who.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/04/15/us/politics/trump-coronavirus-who.html
https://www.cnn.com/videos/world/2020/04/17/france-macron-coronavirus-covid-19-pandemic-european-union-financial-times-intl-ldn-vpx.cnn
https://www.brown.edu/academics/sociology/people/anindita-adhikari
https://covid19socialsecurity.files.wordpress.com/2020/04/lockdown_and_distress_report_by_stranded_workers_action_network-2.pdf
https://covid19socialsecurity.files.wordpress.com/2020/04/lockdown_and_distress_report_by_stranded_workers_action_network-2.pdf
https://www.rferl.org/a/ukraine-separatist-areas-coronavirus-threat-considerable/30561756.html
https://nplusonemag.com/online-only/online-only/coronavirus-and-chronopolitics/
https://www.democracynow.org/2020/4/3/nyc_frontline_medical_workers_ppe_protest
https://www.democracynow.org/2020/4/3/nyc_frontline_medical_workers_ppe_protest
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/04/09/business/coronavirus-health-workers-speak-out.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/education/2020/04/16/college-students-are-rebelling-against-full-tuition-after-classes-move-online/
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when it comes to identifying their own particular 

needs. At my own university, Stand Up for Gradu-

ate Student Employees mobilized in mid-April to 

“minimize economic insecurity, provide better 

healthcare, 

and protect 

g r a d u a t e 

s t u d e n t s 

and other 

vulnerable 

university employees” in the face of this anticipat-

ed global recession.  Equity for international stu-

dents was part of their agenda; it’s not always 

evident in student movements. 

 

What degrees of suffering become acceptable in 

this crisis? How is that suffering distributed? 

What measures will be used to make those de-

grees and distribution acceptable? Each institu-

tion, each polity, will find their own means to justi-

fy allocations of resources and the rules used to 

legitimate them. Although I would be shocked to 

see universities mobilize explicit racism and xen-

ophobia in this contest, we already see other au-

thorities, their institutions and publics increasingly 

mobilize xenophobia and racism to justify those 

patterns. 

 

The contest within America over naming Covid-

19 with its presumed Chinese origins has long 

precedence in this country’s racist practice. Asso-

ciating Covid-19 with Muslims finds fertile soil in 

an India declaring some citizens more foreign 

than others. Across Southeast and East Asia, ri-

valries marked by a hashtag, #MilkTeaAlliance, 

s i g n a l 

not only 

d i s t r us t 

but very 

different 

imagined 

political futures in the wake of the pandemic. 

 

Even without manifest racist or xenophobic dis-

course, disparities in suffering the effects of 

Covid-19 are extreme. Within the USA, people of 

color have been, so far, hardest hit for a variety of 

reasons not having anything to do with their race, 

but with the racism structuring this country from 

the kinds of jobs, if available, folks have to the 

incarceration that puts people of color dispropor-

tionately at risk. The indigenous across all the 

Americas have been notably put at risk by this 

virus. Genocide is on the minds of some, re-

calling centuries of expropriation and death.  

Whether one identifies Palestinians as indige-

nous or not, confinement to the West Bank and 

Gaza in the time of a pandemic like this promises 

extraordinary loss of life.  

 

I could go on, but in conclusion, I want to mark 

some of the ways in which I see #GATSociology 
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“What degrees of suffering become acceptable in this crisis? 

How is that suffering distributed? What measures will be used to 

make those degrees and distribution acceptable?” 

https://brownsugse.com/2020/04/12/sugses-week-of-action-for-covid-relief-and-a-contract/
https://brownsugse.com/2020/04/12/sugses-week-of-action-for-covid-relief-and-a-contract/
https://brill.com/view/journals/yogo/1/2/article-p254_254.xml
https://brill.com/view/journals/yogo/1/2/article-p254_254.xml
https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/2020/03/24/us-has-an-ugly-history-blaming-foreigners-disease/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/2020/03/24/us-has-an-ugly-history-blaming-foreigners-disease/
https://time.com/5815264/coronavirus-india-islamophobia-coronajihad/
https://www.nytimes.com/reuters/2020/04/15/world/asia/15reuters-thailand-china-internet.html
https://www.tampabay.com/opinion/2020/04/15/its-about-racism-not-race-when-coronavirus-hits-communities-of-color-hard-column/
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/03/17/us/coronavirus-prisons-jails.html
https://www.indianz.com/covid19/
https://www.nationalgeographic.com/history/2020/04/first-coronavirus-deaths-indigenous-communities-amazon/
https://www.ijvcanada.org/dispatch-5-from-palestine-on-covid-19-curfews-and-mutual-aid


 

11 

in evidence across this emerging 

#PandemicSociology.  

 

GATSociology’s Interventions in Crisis 

 

First, it should be noted that many journals and 

associations have invited scholars to contribute 

to the sense of this Covid-19 crisis. The Europe-

an Sociologist and Sociologica have both issued 

calls for papers. Before Covid-19 was on every-

one’s lips, Bin Xu and Ming-Cheng Lo planned a 

special issue of Poetics to focus on the cultural 

sociology of disaster. Contexts has brought out a 

special issue devoted to the crisis in Asia. Our 

own American Sociological Association is organ-

izing a special issue of Footnotes, with a contri-

bution from each section of the association. Larry 

Au will be contributing on our behalf with a paper 

comparing public spheres on Covid-19 in China 

and America.  

 

Not all sociologists are focused on the global and 

transnational, but that doesn’t mean it’s not criti-

cal to our own GATSociological imaginations. 

Consider, for example, how Linda Redbird leads 

a team at Northwestern to track how the US pub-

lic feels, thinks, about the crisis and the way the 

country is moving.  NYU’s Eric Klinenberg con-

tributed an essay early on to emphasize the im-

portance of social solidarity even while we prac-

tice physical distancing. GATSociology professor 

Gianpaolo Baiocchi works with colleagues in New 

York not only to organize his own apartment 

building, but to make the case for a national rent 

moratorium in this crisis. Social Science Re-

search Council President Alondra Nelson initiated 

a crowd-sourced CoronaVirusSyllabus. Six wom-

en, “Those Nerdy Girls”, have developed a Face-

book Page called “Dear Pandemic” (thanks for 

the tip, Leah VanWey). Singaporean academics 

are combining resources on how to account for 

the pandemic in their country (thanks for the tip, 

Suba Devan). These different initiatives, methods 

and concepts can stimulate our own GATS sensi-

bilities.  

 

It would be easy to blur the differences between 

methodological nationalism and the importance 

of states in this period. Explaining how states 

function in these times is critical, even while we 

need to understand them in broader global and 

transnational contests.  GATSociology member 

Cindy Buckley and her colleagues are working on 

state capacities in this regard, notably how in the 

post-Soviet space inequalities in the provision of 

social welfare services (such as healthcare) lead 

to vulnerabilities that can be exploited by aggres-

sor states (notably Russia in their case).   

 

Understanding how Russia responds to this 

Covid-19 crisis cannot be understood well without 

placing it in the larger global knowledge cultural 
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https://www.europeansociology.org/pandemic-impossibilities
https://www.europeansociology.org/pandemic-impossibilities
https://sociologica.unibo.it/announcement/view/385
https://www.journals.elsevier.com/poetics/call-for-papers/catastrophes-meanings-and-politics-in-a-global-world
https://contexts.org/blog/covid-19-impact-on-asia-and-beyond/
https://www.asanet.org/news-events/footnotes
https://sociology.columbia.edu/content/larry-au
https://sociology.columbia.edu/content/larry-au
https://news.northwestern.edu/stories/2020/04/northwestern-sociologist-leads-national-survey-on-impact-of-covid-19/
https://slate.com/technology/2020/03/coronavirus-social-behavior-trump-white-house.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/04/01/opinion/coronavirus-rent-freeze.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/04/01/opinion/coronavirus-rent-freeze.html
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1dTkJmhWQ8NcxhmjeLp6ybT1_YOPhFLx9hZ43j1S7DjE/edit
https://www.facebook.com/dearpandemic/
https://www.academia.sg/category/academic-views/coronavirus/?fbclid=IwAR1Lmj4Pdf6sHsSp5EZ0TyJ2yFGRfEvysgnYJQo8An74K5aexN9cGk3enp4
https://minerva.defense.gov/Minerva-News/News_Display/Article/2152863/new-owl-in-the-olive-tree-post-national-security-implications-of-the-covid-19-c/
https://minerva.defense.gov/Minerva-News/News_Display/Article/2152863/new-owl-in-the-olive-tree-post-national-security-implications-of-the-covid-19-c/
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problem of information warfare and fake news. 

The challenge of science and its public dissemi-

nation is hard enough, but it’s made worse by 

Trump’s loose connection to the truth.   Indeed, 

while most Americans focus on Trump’s attack on 

knowledge and science, even on his own medical 

advisors, we need to keep in mind that Putin did 

this long before Trump’s election.  

 

Our colleagues working on global and transna-

tional organizations are in the heart of this too. 

While its sociological analysis might lay founda-

tions for the World Health Organization’s critique, 

it’s hard to see sociological foundations for 

Trump’s attack on the organization. Our col-

leagues who engage transnational labor and mi-

grants can help challenge the ways in which 

Covid-19 is used to justify policies denying the 

vulnerable rights of any sort.   

 

Of course all of our foci should be part of our en-

gaged scholarship. GATSociology scholars are 

regularly on twitter extending their sociology, from 

@CraigJCalhoun @SaskiaSassen & @Rhacel to 

@VictoriaDReyes, @Jean23bean, & @AtefSaid. 

This too is public sociology with quite a global 

reach. I’ll follow you. Let me know.  

    

There is no better time for a public sociology, but 

it’s difficult to practice this at a global and trans-

national level. There is no question that we need 

some kind of global solidarity in this crisis But 

now that we are at home and connecting with 

one another online, we might just find a way.  

 

This has been mine: an invitation to extend our 

knowledge networks so that we might approach 

the crisis of Covid-19 and its aftermath with a so-

ciological imagination moved not only by the 

most pressing and powerful, but by attending to 

those most at risk in these times. Let us figure 

global futures with them in mind.  

 

Michael  D. Kennedy 

Section chair 
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https://time.com/5803225/yuval-noah-harari-coronavirus-humanity-leadership/
https://www.sup.org/books/title/?id=24607
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Rules without Rights: 

Land, Labor, and Private Authority 

in the Global Economy 

                        GATS NEWSLETTER | SPRING 2020   

An Interview with Tim Bartley 
By Smitha Radhakrishnan 
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Abstract: Activists have exposed startling forms 
of labor exploitation and environmental degrada-
tion in global industries, leading many large re-
tailers and brands to adopt standards for fairness 
and sustainability. This book is about the idea 
that transnational corporations can push these 
rules through their global supply chains, and in 
effect, pull factories, forests, and farms out of 
their local contexts and up to global best practic-
es. For many scholars and practitioners, this kind 
of private regulation and global standard-setting 
can provide an alternative to regulation by terri-
torially bound, gridlocked, or incapacitated na-
tion states, potentially improving environments 
and working conditions around the world and 
protecting the rights of exploited workers, im-
poverished farmers, and marginalized communi-
ties. But can private, voluntary rules actually cre-
ate meaningful forms of regulation? Are forests 
and factories around the world being made into 
sustainable ecosystems and decent workplaces? 
Can global norms remake local orders? This book 
provides striking new answers by comparing the 

private regulation of land and labor in democratic and authoritarian settings. Case studies 
of sustainable forestry and fair labor standards in Indonesia and China show not only how 
transnational standards are implemented “on the ground” but also how they are con-
strained and reconfigured by domestic governance. Combining rich multi-method analyses, 
a powerful comparative approach, and a new theory of private regulation, this book reveals 
the contours and contradictions of transnational governance.  
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For his book Rules without Rights: Land, Labor, and Private 
Authority in the Global Economy (Oxford, 2018), Tim Bartley 
(Wash. U.) received an honorable mention for the most recent 
GATS best book award. Featured here is an interview conducted 
by Smitha Radhakrishnan (Wellesley). 
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S: At this point, sociologists 
are watching the Covid-19 
pandemic spread around the 
world and trying to make 
sense of it.  Your book is ob-
viously about a very differ-
ent phenomenon, but do you 
think it holds any implica-
tions for how we should be 
thinking about the current 
moment? 

 

T: I don’t think my book holds 
great insights about how to 
address this crisis, but there is 
a basic parallel in the process-
es involved.  My book is funda-
mentally about how transna-
tional flows are shaped by na-
tional governance.  In my case, 
it is transnational flows of 
products like apparel, foot-
wear, furniture, and paper, as 
well as accompanying rules 
about the fairness or sustaina-
bility of production process-
es.  I argue that these transna-
tional flows of rules and assur-
ances are profoundly shaped 
by domestic governance in the 
places where they are put into 
practice. 

We can see something differ-
ent but analogous in the Coro-
navirus pandemic.  This is a 
transnational flow of infec-
tions, but we can already see 
vast differences in how gov-

ernments are responding—
and consequences for the prev-
alence and fatality of the infec-
tion.  In South Korea and Tai-
wan, quick responses with 
high rates of testing (and in-
tensive digital surveillance and 
reporting) seem to have lim-
ited the spread of the vi-

rus.  Japan has had much lower 
rates of testing, but somehow 
seems to have contained the 
spread to a much greater de-
gree than have European coun-
tries.  Within Europe, Germany 
has had very low fatality rates 
even as the number of infec-
tions has increased exponen-
tially.  Denmark quickly shut 
down nearly everything and 
passed a massive relief pack-
age, while Sweden locked 
down to a far lesser degree.  

Comparative sociologists will 
no doubt be arguing about 
these different approaches for 
years to come.  My point is 
simply that the Coronavirus 

once again highlights the inter-
section of transnational flows 
and domestic govern-
ance.  This is an important fo-
cus of inquiry for sociologists 
working on a variety of topics, 
from health to finance to hu-
man rights. 

On a different note, it is also 
becoming clear that the eco-
nomic downturn from the 
Coronavirus in the U.S. and Eu-
rope will have dire conse-
quences for the types of work-
ers who are central to my 
book—that is, those who make 
clothing, footwear, and home 
furnishings for export.  As 
brands and retailers cancel 
and reduce their orders, work-
ers who are already marginal-
ized and in precarious situa-
tions will be cast aside with 
few safety nets.  It is not just 
the Coronavirus itself but also 
the resulting economic and so-
cial dislocation that is spread-
ing globally. 

 

S: One of the many unique 
features of your book is its 
multi-sited methodological 
design. You needed to obtain 
fairly detailed information 
within specific industries 
and companies. Can you tell 
us how you made and sus-
tained the partner-
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“It is not just the 
Coronavirus itself 
but also the resulting 
economic and social 
dislocation that is 
spreading globally.” 



 

17 

 

ships needed to do the 
work?  

T: You’re right that looking at 
two different industries—
apparel and forest products—
in two different countries—
Indonesia and China—was a 
serious challenge.  I remember 
a conversation with Ching 
Kwan Lee as I was getting 
started—with me hemming 
and hawing about what I could 
really accomplish.  She encour-
aged me to just dive in, with 
the recognition that there were 
lots of things I would 
not be able to do, but 
plenty that would still 
be feasible and 
worthwhile.  That ad-
vice stuck with me 
throughout the pro-
ject. 

Once I had some ini-
tial contacts in Jakar-
ta, Beijing, Guang-
zhou, and else-
where—many of 
which were provided 
by practitioners I had met 
through my previous research 
or by other scholars who gen-
erously helped me get a lay of 
the land—things could snow-
ball from there.  I owe a lot to 
several colleagues at Indiana 
University (where I worked 
when I started the project), 

Sun Yat-sen University in 
Guangzhou (where I spent a 
semester), people I met at the 
University of Indonesia and 
Peking University, and various 
scholars of China or Indonesia 
who helped along the way. 

Most generally, I found that 
people enjoy talking about 
their work if you can demon-
strate that you’re serious, 
thoughtful, and a good listen-
er.  I didn’t have strong ties to 
any particular companies, 
NGOs, or standard-setting bod-

ies, but I found a number of 
people within them who were 
willing to talk candidly.  I was 
also fortunate to get access to 
data from two surveys that 
other researchers had con-
ducted—and very generously 
shared with me.  There were of 
course also lots of dead ends—

interviews I couldn’t get and 
data that proved elusive. 

 

S: Two countries, two indus-
tries, so many different lay-
ers of rules and regulations! 
It's a lot. In synthesizing 
these sites of inquiry, your 
book breaks new ground in 
comparative sociology. Can 
you tell us how you came up 
with the design for the 
study? 

T: Originally there was sup-
posed to be a third 
country—Mexico—in 
addition to authori-
tarian China and new-
ly democratic Indone-
sia.  It quickly became 
clear that this would 
be too much, and that 
I could get enough 
leverage for thinking 
about democratic ver-
sus authoritarian set-
tings with the Indone-
sia-China compari-
son.  I wanted to con-

tinue studying both sustaina-
ble forestry and fair labor 
standards to allow for a com-
parison of land and labor as 
Polanyian “fictitious commodi-
ties.”  And I wanted countries 
where both apparel and forest 
products were important ex-
port-oriented industries, 
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“this book a testament to the 

value of combining original data 

collection with a close reading of 

existing case studies and 

national/area-studies research.” 
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which narrowed the list sub-
stantially.  Ultimately, the In-
donesia-China comparison al-
lowed me to look at substan-
tively important (and fascinat-
ing) cases, think about demo-
cratic and authoritarian gov-
ernance, and develop some 
theoretical propositions that I 
hope researchers will want to 
test in other settings. 

As for synthesizing infor-
mation, this book a testament 
to the value of combining origi-
nal data collection with a close 
reading of existing case studies 
and national/area-studies re-
search.  As I was writing the 
substantive chapters at the 
core of the book, I was also 
reading a ton of other research 
on land rights, labor markets, 
social movements, and the 
state in Indonesia and Chi-
na.  This greatly enhanced my 
own understanding and helped 
me to make the chapters as en-
gaging and contextualized as I 
could. 

 

S: A project like this is long 
and arduous. Was there a 
time you considered throw-
ing in the towel and not fin-
ishing it? What kept you go-
ing? 

T: I never considered throwing 
in the towel, but I did some-

times think I’d end up like Mi-
chael Douglas (Grady Tripp) 
in Wonder Boys, with a thou-
sand-page unfinishable manu-
script.  I was lucky to be past 
the tenure hurdle, so I could 
afford to be slow and cut back 
on journal-length papers while 
I was focused on the book. 

 

T: What advice do you have 
for graduate students and 
other scholars considering a 
large, multi-sited project? 
How do you figure out what's 
ambitious but realistic and 
actually follow through? 

S: This kind of research is ex-
citing to do and important for 
our field.  But the incentives 
seem to be pushing in the op-
posite direction—toward less 
ambitious projects that can be 
done quickly.  Each scholar 
needs to consider the viability 
of taking on something big and 
unwieldly at that point in their 
careers.  Sometimes the solu-
tion is to start with one piece/
site and add the other piece/
site later, once you’ve bought 
yourself some time and credi-
bility by publishing from the 
project.  Or, even if you devel-
op a multi-sited project from 
the beginning, I think it’s 
worthwhile writing your way 
through it—that is, starting 

with one or two papers that 
you can get out for review as 
you continue with the rest of 
the research, rather than wait-
ing until you have it all figured 
out before you write some-
thing.  The writing process, 
and the feedback you get on 
these early papers, can help 
you figure out what’s most im-
portant and what can be brack-
eted. ■ 
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Tim’s book, Rules with-

out Rights (2018) is now 

available from Oxford 

University Press. 
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Claudio E. Benzecry (Northwestern) has a forth-

coming book, The Global Shoe: The work of crea-

tivity across borders, which follows the footsteps 

of globalization through footwear design and de-

velopment in Brazil, China and the US. It is under 

contract with University of Chicago Press. The fol-

lowing is an excerpt from the book's coda. 

The Global Shoe: The work of 

creativity across borders 
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Shoe is a gipsy business.  

 

“In the lives of emperors there is a moment which follows pride in the 
boundless extension of the territories we have conquered, and the melan-

choly and relief of knowing we shall soon give up any thought of know-
ing and understanding them.” 

Italo Calvino, Invisible Cities 

 

[continued] 
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n the adjacent image 

Dwayne is going from 

the sample room and de-

velopment office for OM—the 

brand whose designs I fol-

lowed closely through my 

fieldwork—to one of the small 

factories they contract with for 

final production. Unlike other 

technical work discussed in the 

book, he’s there not as things 

move along but rather to make 

sure the production process is carried according-

ly to the company’s instructions, and that the 

final product—shoes to be shipped ASAP to the 

United States—are identical to the final ap-

proved samples OM has seen. As he walked me 

through the factory, explaining the organization 

of the assembly line, he told me he was on the 

lookout for two things: who was in charge of the 

[shoe] lasting machine—if it was a different per-

son than the last time he visited he immediately 

felt that it wasn’t a trustworthy operation—and 

whether the final shoes inside the boxes not only 

match the samples but look identical to each oth-

er. Having been a line builder for most of his 

life, he had the knowledge to make the call for 

when he thought something didn't seem OK. As 

he opened the boxes with boots about to ship he 

played with them, making sure they looked and 

felt identical. When things didn’t work out, he 

called the manager and then went to the end of 

the assembly line where female workers did 

quality control by hand, evening out small de-

tails with a cutter. Earlier in our sojourn he also 

explored the discarded shoes—all of them 

marked with a white dot to make sure those 

pieces were not salvageable. He was there to 

make sure quality was achieved, as well as to 

make certain the paying customer wasn’t taken 

for a ride when it came to the cost of the opera-

tion. 

Dwayne was called “the shoe doctor” 

among designers at OM and by the rest of the 

I 

                        GATS NEWSLETTER | SPRING 2020  

 

Figure 1. Dwayne inspecting OM boots at a factory. December 12, 2015 
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 management at the developer where OM did one 

of its lines. He was made to fly from his home in 

Texas a few times a year just to control the match 

between development and production. This al-

most magical character embodied in his skill the 

recognition that, as historian Ken Alder (2001) 

put it, “the price of stand-

ards is eternal vigilance.” 

His tasks also directed our 

attention to something 

else: the almost impossi-

ble character of the enter-

prise given its planetary 

expansion over time, the 

disjuncture between ex-

pertise and cheap labor, 

and the limited capacity 

for reproducing the conditions to make sure that 

match is a virtuous one as development and pro-

duction become further and further geographical-

ly divorced. Shoe production is trapped between 

its attempts for controlling and knowing every-

thing that is going on at a distance and the melan-

choly of understanding the impossibility in the 

long run of such an endeavor. Throughout field-

work I learned of Taiwanese owners who closed 

factories in Huenzhou because of the impractical-

ity of reproducing standards there; of other com-

patriot owners, agents, and technicians who have 

folded their shops and moved back to the island; 

of Brazilians who moved to Chengdu or were 

offered to move to Ethiopia, where American 

developers (allied with Chinese capitalists) had 

opened factories and needed folks with long-term 

experience in the industry to supervise the daily 

operation. I also met American and Italian de-

signers who refused to 

keep moving further into 

China, as Dongguan had 

finally become a place 

with an “international” 

leisure area in which they 

could all mingle and have 

fun. Moreover, I inter-

viewed Brazilians agents 

who have moved to South 

China to do their samples, 

but were considering how to move some of the 

production back to Brazil after the currency col-

lapse of 2017.  

As I finished fieldwork in 2017, I was 

learning how much of production had left the 

Dongguan area as well as how much of its com-

mand and control functions were slowly being 

passed to (or was it taken away by?) a competing 

delegation center: Ho Chi Min City. Closer to 

factories in Myanmar, Cambodia, the Philip-

pines, Indonesia and other parts of Vietnam it-

self, the city had a cluster of expert services 

thanks to the previous establishment of the 
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“Will the speed of capital as it 

passes through places erase 

the history of the slower pace 

of a skill that dwells in 

bodies? Despite its divergent 

histories of development, 

would we end up just seeing 

the seriality of these spectral 

places in the way of capital?” 
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sneaker industry in the area. For many of the 

Brazilians I interviewed and spent time with, the 

question about moving there wasn’t one about 

whether but rather when. In a lot of cases my 

contact with key players in town had become 

harder as they were spending more and more 

time in the former Saigon. Some of them were 

opening a leather supply shop, similar to the one 

they had in Shenzhen; some others were moving 

the quality control operations closer to the facto-

ries there; some more were constantly coming 

and going, sometimes reuniting in the new con-

text with old acquaintances from the Vale do Si-

nos area, getting leads on full time positions.   

The potential end of the history of Bra-

zilians in China was part and parcel of a longer 

point, the gipsy business of shoe making—as 

Marcio, a developer who moved to China after 

20 years of working in Brazil, called it—in 

which development follows much later, at a 

slower pace, after cheap labor has moved. If Ho 

Chi Min City appeared as the future, with 

knowledge and suppliers already in there, side 

by side with cheap labor, what would that say 

about what I witnessed in Dongguan? Was Novo 

Hamburgo—the place where US buyers made 

their shoes in the 90s—and its infrastructural 

ruins both the past and the future of Dongguan? 

The first factory I visited with Grace was now a 

kindergarten—much like the one I ventured into 

in Canudos with my Brazilian assistant. Devel-

opment rooms were moved farther from the city 

center, in Houjie, as owners closed full-scale 

factories and instead received the terminated 

parts of the cheapest parts of the process from 

elsewhere. If South China and South Brazil were 

a study in contrast and comparison, where the 

bustling craziness of afternoon total gridlock re-

sounded like an explosion next to the emptiness 

and quietness of my walks to visit developers 

through downtown Novo Hamburgo; will Ho 

Chi Min City turn Dongguan into an empty 

shell? Will the speed of capital as it passes 

through places erase the history of the slower 

pace of a skill that dwells in bodies? Despite its 

divergent histories of development, would we 

end up just seeing the seriality of these spectral 

places in the way of capital? Unfortunately, as 

social scientists, our answers to this can’t be to 

decry the melancholy brought by the futility of 

understanding the vastness of the territories we 

aim to know. Writing this was an attempt to 

make sense of it all. ■ 
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Goodbye to Borders 
By Nandita Sharma 

Note to readers: This piece was 

originally published in the Fabian 

Society’s quarterly magazine, the 

Fabian Review.  

 

Have you noticed that the only 

time governments acknowledge 

the needs of working people is 

when they are bashing immi-

grants for all our worries and 

woes? Around the world, politi-

cians seem to only talk about 

how important it is to protect 

people’s access to jobs and so-

cial benefits when they are put-

ting in place ever-stricter immi-

gration controls. It is more than 

just a little bit galling that the 

same governments dismantling 

people’s economic and social 

security then go on to assure us 

that it is their concern over their 

citizens’ welfare that leads them 

to promote anti-immigrant poli-

cies. 

Although we are encouraged to 

view immigration controls as 

something which protects work-

ers, it is far more realistic to see 

immigration controls as protect-

ing capital and upholding gov-

ernments that put profit above 

all else. 

 

The separations created be-

tween citizens and migrants 

gives capital an enormous tool 

to cheapen the cost of hiring 

labour and weaken the working 

class. Immigration controls are 

also of enormous political bene-

fit to nation states looking for 

easy scapegoats to explain 

away policies – like austerity – 

that fail working people but en-

rich capital. The tragedy of our 

times is that citizens are more 

likely to rise up against working 

immigrants than they are to rise 

up against capital or the state. 

 

It is time that working people 

reject the divisions created by 

distinctions of nationality and 

fight for a world without bor-

ders. For our own survival, we 

must address the dangerous 

escalation of anti-immigrant 

policies head on. Our collective 

failure to do so will only 

strengthen capital against work-

ers and further embolden far 

right demagogues who use our 

hopes and dreams for a better 

future against us. I offer my top 

three reasons why a ‘no borders’ 
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political position is the one that 

best serves working people, 

citizens and migrants alike. 

 

1. Because immigration con-

trols don’t actually stop peo-

ple from immigrating 

 

Nation-states portray their im-

migration controls as some-

thing that will actually stop 

people from moving. Nothing 

could be further from the truth 

– and not because we haven’t 

yet built high enough walls or x

-rayed enough lorries. 

The most fundamental reason 

immigration controls don’t 

work is that human beings 

have always moved when they 

need to. They’ve done so for a 

whole host of reasons: fleeing 

harm or scarcity, searching for 

peace and prosperity, being 

with those they care about, or 

for just sheer adventure. 

 

This is in stark contrast to 

states and the ruling classes 

that have historically moved 

their militaries to loot, con-

quer, and rule over those they 

encounter. Indeed, the very 

category of ‘immigrant’ is a 

state invention rooted in colo-

nial activities. The category of 

‘immigrant’ was only invented 

once the category of ‘slave’ 

was abolished. In 1835, the 

year the British Empire ended 

slavery, planters and the impe-

rial state were each worried 

that ending slavery would also 

end the enormous profits flow-

ing from the colonies, so 

sought alternative ways to 

commandeer and control 

a new workforce. The ‘solution’ 

they offered was immigra-

tion controls. First imposed 

upon a newly recruited work-

force of so-called coolie labour, 

initial controls required ‘coolie 

workers’ to show contracts of 

indenture to newly minted em-

igration agents in British India 

and to new immigration agents 

in the colonies they were head-

ed to work. Without these con-

tracts, they would be denied 

permission to move. These 

contracts thus represent the 

first set of “papers” states re-

quired people to have to enter 

their territories. From the start, 

immigration controls have 

been a way for states to sup-

press the power of workers to 

the benefit of capital. 

 

Immigration controls were 

then – and are now – far less 

interested in stopping people 

from moving than in restricting 

their rights once they are with-

in the state’s territories. Immi-

gration controls certainly do 

have lethal outcomes  – tens of 

thousands of people have died 

trying to cross national borders 

in the past decade alone and 

millions more waste away in 

refugee camps which are tem-

porary in name only. Yet, what 

immigration controls primarily 

allow states to do is to subordi-

nate migrating people within 

national societies. Today, few-

er people are given a status 

that comes with some rights – 
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such as ‘permanent resident’ or 

‘refugee’ – while more and 

more people have unlawful or 

temporary status which leaves 

them with little choice but to 

take jobs that offer significant-

ly less pay and far more dan-

gerous conditions. 

 

This leads me to the second 

reason to abolish national bor-

ders: namely, that immigration 

controls are bad for workers, 

citizens and migrants alike. 

 

2. Because borders don’t 

work for workers but work 

brilliantly for capital 

 

While we are told that immi-

gration controls curtail compe-

tition for jobs, in actuality they 

create more competition in the 

labour market. Immigration 

controls, because they legis-

late differential wage rates and 

levels of power for citizens 

than for migrants, are a major 

tool in the arsenal of capital 

and states. State revenues in-

crease as migrants pay taxes of 

all sorts but are ineligible for 

many state services. Capital 

enjoys both the bounty of pay-

ing immigrant workers less in 

wages and facing less pressure 

to improve wages or working 

conditions. 

 

There are very few studies on 

the immigration wage gap be-

tween citizens and migrants 

with varying statuses. Howev-

er, one United States-based 

study found that in 2000 there 

was an 18.4 per cent wage gap 

between men with US citizen-

ship and men with US perma-

nent residency status and that 

this gap was double what it 

had been in 1980. Another 

study, comparing the wages of 

Mexican-Americans (who al-

ready receive far lower wages 

than average white Americans) 

and Mexican nationals working 

without legal papers found a 

whopping 78 per cent wage 

gap in 2007. Undocumented 

immigration status – the fast-

est rising status given to mi-

grants – is a significant factor 

in dramatically lowering one’s 

wages. This outcome is wholly 

a result of ever more severe 

immigration restrictions. 

 

Now, some will say that a 

wholesale end to immigration 

will remove this power from 

employers and the state. There 

are two main limitations to 

such an approach however. 

First, despite the nationalist 

story that “the nation is a com-

munity of equals”, we know 

very well that subordinating 

immigrants is not the only way 

employers create a precarious 

workforce: Long before the 

existence of immigration con-

trols, capitalists used sexist, 

racist, ageist, and ableist divi-

sions to cheapen and weaken 

the labour of subordinated 

groups, and they still do. Sec-

ondly, it is immigration con-

trols which weaken the work-

ing class, not immigrant work-

ers. And it is the nationalism of 
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such as ‘permanent resident’ or 

‘refugee’ – while more and 

more people have unlawful or 

temporary status which leaves 

workers that ensures that an 

anti-immigrant politics works 

against their own needs and 

works so brilliantly for capital 

and states. 

 

This leads me to my third rea-

son for supporting a no borders 

political position: the call for 

ever more restrictive immigra-

tion controls is leading us to-

wards a police state. 

 

3. Because immigration con-

trols lead to a police state 

 

A worldwide system of nation-

al immigration controls has 

been in place for about 75 or so 

years, since the end of the sec-

ond world war when both the 

former colonies and former 

metropoles of Empires became 

separate nation states. Since 

that time, nationalist dema-

gogues trot out anti-immigrant 

politics as they vie for working 

people’s votes. They tell us 

that curtailing or ending immi-

gration is a simple legislative 

exercise: decree it and it will 

happen. This is a political lie. 

 

The reality of the human need 

– and desire – to move cannot 

be curtailed without a police 

state. Tragically, we are living 

in the midst of such a reality 

being put into place. European 

Union member nation states 

have broken what was consid-

ered a fundamental law of the 

sea by refusing to rescue mi-

grants. The United States has 

engaged in a premeditated 

policy of family separation and 

erected what many Jewish or-

ganisations and survivors of 

Japanese internment camps 

call concentration camps. Chil-

dren as young as a few months 

old are imprisoned there with-

out adequate food, water, 

clothing, beds, medical care or 

even soap. Everywhere, nation

-states demand greater depor-

tation powers to raid workplac-

es, schools, and homes in 

search of those without immi-

gration papers. Armed vigilan-

tes roam the borders and 

streets of nation-states ready 

to take immigration law into 

their own hands and execute 

migrants. This – and more – is 

the result of the growing de-

mand to enforce a fantasy of 

national control over human 

movement. Without a concert-

ed effort to renounce anti-

immigrant politics, we are 

doomed to more of the same, 

particularly as the destructive 

forces of the impending capi-

talist climate catastrophe re-

veals its full force and more 

people move for their lives. 

 

To imagine that a police state 

stops at the harassment, ex-

pulsion or even extermination 

of those considered as ‘foreign 

contagions’ to the national 

body politic is to ignore the vi-

olent history of fascism. Those 

categorized as ‘foreigners’ are 
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not the last to face fascist at-

tacks. Or to put it another way, 

many people long accustomed 

to being members of the na-

tion can be declared to be 

‘foreigners’ and have their citi-

zenship stripped away. Al-

ready, retainment of citizen-

ship has already been signifi-

cantly weakened in the UK, as 

we have seen predominantly 

with the Windrush scandal. 

A fundamental principle of or-

ganising to win is to have a 

clear-headed view of reality. A 

world without national border 

controls better suits the lived 

reality of our times. Human 

mobility is not going to end 

because some nationalists 

want it to. But the rights and 

liberties we take for granted 

just might. We can harness im-

migration to working people’s 

advantage by refusing to allow 

capital and states to use na-

tionality or immigration status-

es to divide us from one anoth-

er. Were we to do so, we would 

undermine the age old strate-

gy of creating false enemies 

while letting the real ones 

rule.■ 

 

 

Nandita Sharma  is a Profes-
sor of Racism, Migration and 
Transnationalism in the De-
partment of Sociology at the 
University of Hawai‘i at 
Mānoa. 
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The global economy has never 

been more central in public con-

sciousness than it is today. The 

novel coronavirus global pan-

demic in recent months has fo-

cused attention on the interna-

tional transmission routes and vectors of the dis-

ease, and supply chain shortages and export 

controls on medical equipment used in the test-

ing and treatment of Covid-19 patients have be-

come matters of national security. The rise of 

protectionism and economic nationalism have 

replaced decades of expansive trade and foreign 

investment regimes, the multilateral architec-

ture of the postwar Bretton Woods system is 

crumbling, and some question whether we have 

arrived at the end of globalization (Buruma, 

2016; Farrell and Newman, 2020). 

 

Does sociology have a central contribution to 

make in these controversies? Sociologists have 

worked on themes related to the global econo-

my for many decades in ways too numerous to 

catalog here. From a structural perspective, 

world-systems theory, which has a prominent 

place in sociological annals since the pioneering 

work of Immanuel Wallerstein—who launched 

this approach in the 1970s—has generated a 

steady stream of scholarship associated with the 

Fernand Braudel Center at Binghamton Univer-

sity, State University of New York, and the Polit-

ical Economy of the World-System (PEWS) sec-

tion of the ASA. Another strand of research on 

the global economy has been more actor-

oriented with particular attention to the role of 

multinational corporations (MNCs), whether as 

power brokers active in shaping the structure of 

dependent development in countries and global 

industries as portrayed in dependency theory, or 

through the impact of foreign direct investment 

on economic development and inequality, or as 

a corporate force linked to divergent develop-

ment trajectories across national borders. 

 

There is a third broad literature that seeks to 

combine the advantages of both the systemic 

and actor-centered perspectives on the global 

economy. Known variously by the global com-

modity chain (GCC), global value chain (GVC) 

and global production network (GPN) labels, this 

research stream has grown exceptionally rapidly 

during the past 25 years with a significant impact 
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across academic, policymaker and practitioner 

circles alike. Since this approach aligns very well 

with the scope of the GATS section, the remain-

der of this essay will sketch some of its main fea-

tures. 

 

From a sociological perspective, there are sever-

al distinctive features of the GVC approach and 

related litera-

tures. First, it 

is grounded in 

a network-

centered view 

of the global 

economy, 

which ex-

tends key 

insights from 

economic and 

organization-

al sociology 

into compara-

tive interna-

tional re-

search (Hamilton and Gereffi, 2009). Second, it 

offers a multiscalar perspective that explicitly 

links the macro (global economy and interna-

tional system), meso (nation-states and indus-

tries) and micro (workers, jobs and communities) 

levels of analysis (Kano et al., 2020). Third, the 

GVC perspective has had a major impact on poli-

cymakers and international organizations, in 

part because the development orientation of 

many researchers leads to detailed country-

based research and also because the global in-

dustry lens introduces themes that resonate 

with the constituencies of organizations as di-

verse as the International Labor Organization, 

the World Trade Or-

ganization, the 

World Bank, the 

World Economic Fo-

rum and the UN 

Conference on 

Trade and Develop-

ment, all of which 

have major GVC-

oriented programs 

(Mayer and Gereffi, 

2019; Gereffi, 2019). 

 

The current Covid-

19 pandemic has 

brought home the 

urgent reality of shortages and bottlenecks in 

global supply chains for personal protective 

equipment (PPE) and medical devices like venti-

lators needed to respond to the marauding virus, 

but it raises bigger theoretical and research 

questions as well. Some claim the pandemic will 
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“Understanding how to anticipate 

and adapt to the disruptions caused 

by predictable and unexpected 

crises in the global economy is one 

of the critical current concerns for 

GVC and kindred scholars.” 
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end globalization as we know it; others predict it 

will usher in a new world order led by China; and 

still others call for a return to economic national-

ism and the reshoring of supply chains for critical 

goods and services (Farrell and Newman, 2020; 

Campbell and Doshi, 2020; Swanson, 2020). It is 

too soon to know how and when the crisis will 

end, but for supply chain scholars, “the corona-

virus pandemic has illuminated the risks that 

global supply chains pose to people, economies 

and the security of nations” (O’Neil, 2020), and 

the fragility of international multistage produc-

tion networks has led to various proposals for 

making them more resilient in the face of intensi-

fied global political and economic pressures (Shih, 

2020).  

 

The global Covid-19 pandemic has also has had a 

devastating impact on workers and businesses at 

the bottom of global supply chains, as revealed in 

a new study of Bangladesh, one of the top three 

suppliers in the global apparel industry (Anner, 

2020). In response to the sudden collapse in de-

mand for garments caused by widespread store 

closures in Europe, the United States and beyond 

occasioned by Covid-19, many of the top Europe-

an and U.S. apparel brands and retailers cancelled 

or postponed all planned, in-process and already 

completed production orders with suppliers in 

Bangladesh, leading to the partial or complete 

shutdown of a large portion of the 4,000 factories 

in the country; more than one million factory 

workers have already been fired or furloughed 

(temporarily suspended from work) as a result of 

order cancellations. Similar situations are likely to 

unfold across numerous producing countries and 

labor-intensive manufacturing industries around 

the world. Understanding how to anticipate and 

adapt to the disruptions caused by predictable 

and unexpected crises in the global economy is 

one of the critical current concerns for GVC and 

kindred scholars.■ 

 

Gary Gereffi is Emeritus Professor at Duke Uni-

versity and the founding Director of the Duke 

GVC Center. 
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In a matter of 

two months, 

COVID-19 re-

vealed latent 

weaknesses in 

global interdependencies.  

Through classic negative feed-

back loops and linked net-

works, these interdependen-

cies have generated broad sys-

temic crises.  Most attention 

has been focused on the dy-

namic interaction between 

two global contagions—one 

epidemiological and the other 

macro-economic.  The rapid 

diffusion of the disease world-

wide and near simultaneity of 

social distancing requirements 

have choked off the normal 

circular flows of economic re-

sources, not just severing GVC 

links, but also the links be-

tween producers and consum-

ers, debtors and creditors, and 

importers and exporters.   

Nearly everywhere, na-

tion-states have taken the lead 

in combating the dual conta-

gions.  Most advanced coun-

tries are lucky to already have 

relatively well-established in-

stitutions to fight epidemio-

logical and economic conta-

gions – public health and fiscal

-monetary systems—though 

there has been dramatic vari-

ance in their effectiveness.  It is 

also unclear how much nation-

al governments will cooperate 

to deal with collective prob-

lems (more below).  Because 

they are less fully institutional-

ized, it is also unclear if inter-

national cooperation can fill 

this governance vacuum.  

These include coordination 

among systemically important 

central banks, epistemic com-

munities and a global civil soci-

ety of epidemiologists and 

NGOs, and formal institutions 

like the WHO.   

Global value chains 

(GVCs) sit somewhat uncom-

fortably between the tectonic 

shifts in macro-economic poli-

cymaking and the resurgence 

in national government activi-

ty.  Most buyer-supplier linkag-

es and whole chain govern-

ance in GVCs will be substan-

tially influenced as multiple 

and unpredictable waves of 

the virus rampage through 

country after country and pub-

lic health systems of varying 

qualities play catch-up.  This 

will provide a veritable play-

ground of quasi-natural experi-

ments to test GVC theories in 

different countries, different 

products, and within different 

standards regimes.  With high-

quality process tracing and 
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event histories, researchers 

can pinpoint precise moments 

of ‘exogenous shock’ (disease, 

policy changes, etc.) and ob-

serve how power and govern-

ance in particular GVCs re-

spond.  These might include 

comparisons of large firms and 

SMEs, GVC linkages with high-

er or lower levels of industrial 

concentration, or differing re-

gimes of national or industry 

standards, among many oth-

ers.    

Furthermore, the multi-

ple crises may generate new 

concepts for the GVC field.  For 

instance, the concept of value 

chain ‘resilience’ is not one 

that is widespread in sociologi-

cal approaches to GVCs 

(though it is in supply chain 

analysis, but unfortunately on-

ly in the service of studying 

‘firm performance’).  Sociologi-

cal approaches to GVCs could 

develop the concept of resili-

ence in new directions, for in-

stance, by linking it to a grow-

ing literature on global system-

ic risk.   

Beyond these, the dual crises 

could also extend 

GVC analysis in 

new directions.  

Although GVCs 

are most com-

monly studied at 

more micro-

levels as a series 

of dyadic inter-

firm linkages 

governed by a lead firm and 

grounded within particular reg-

ulatory environments, the cri-

ses may reveal that some 

GVCs can also be studied at 

more macro-levels as systems 

of production.  For instance, 

the exogenous shocks men-

tioned earlier will not only re-

work intra-chain governance, 

but are likely to have dynamic 

impacts that cross over GVCs if 

supplier and buyer relation-

ships become scrambled—an 

outcome that becomes more 

likely as the size and duration 

of the crises increase.  Some 

excellent GVC research (e.g. 

work by Jennifer Bair, Matt 

Mahutga, Andrew Schrank, 

Will Milberg, Ben Brewer, and 

Nebahat Tokatli, among oth-

ers) has already made initial 

steps in the direction of con-

ceptualizing GVCs as dynamic 

and temporal systems. Howev-

er, while their critiques of the 

GVC literature are strong, 

there is a risk that they deci-

sively shift the core of the liter-

ature away from its original 

paradigm, potentially throwing 

the baby out with the bath-

water.  Given that this crisis is 

both global and synchronous, 

it has the potential to reveal 

some of the underlying  sys-
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temic attributes of GVCs more 

clearly than during ‘normal’ 

times.   

 Finally, depending on the cri-

sis, some GVCs are likely to lay 

at the center of these crises 

and thus take on attributes of a 

public good.  With the COVID-

19 crisis, an immediate exam-

ple might be medical supplies 

and pharmaceuticals.  Howev-

er, because GVCs have been 

fashioned largely by a com-

mercial logic, they are not 

structured to fulfill this func-

tion, ultimately to the detri-

ment of all countries. This will 

be particularly devastating to 

poorer countries with fewer 

resources.  This will be particu-

larly devastating to poorer 

countries with fewer resources.   

Furthermore, unlike the 

highly institutionalized nation-

al and international systems of 

public health and monetary-

fiscal stimulus, there are no 

equivalent public or civil insti-

tutions to internationally regu-

late GVCs like this.  In combi-

nation, the centrality of medi-

cal supplies in combating both 

contagions and the relative 

lack of institutionalization has 

again attracted the nation-

state to fill this governance 

vacuum.   

The massive and near 

simultaneity of the demand 

shocks for medical supplies 

was already a strain on these 

GVCs.  However, thus far, their 

resilience and flexibility have 

been undermined by neo-

mercantilist policies which 

were implemented across 

countries in copycat fashion. 

While it is tempting to label 

this as typical ‘beggar thy 

neighbor’ dynamics, the sys-

temic nature of GVCs works 

against this interpretation.  

This is because the functional 

integration across intermedi-

ary and final products means 

that mercantilism does not 

simply (if only temporarily) 

shift a domestic problem 

abroad, but it also directly un-

dermines a country’s own ca-

pacity to achieve self-

sufficiency.  In these ways, 

GVCs dynamically interact with 

cascading state policies which 

again can be conceptualized in 

systemic fashion, not simply as 

a series of parallel, if compet-

ing, chains.   

Normatively, and in combina-

tion, these imply that particu-

lar GVCs under certain condi-

tions should be regulated in-

ternationally for the collective 

good.  Depending on the crisis, 

these might include food, en-

ergy, telecommunications, 

healthcare and other critical 

GVCs.  However, powerful cor-

porate interests and their influ-

ence on key national govern-

ments are likely to attenuate 

this possibility.  ■ 

 

Mark Dallas is an Associate 

Professor of Political Science 

at Union College. 
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With the coronavirus lock-

down in India leading to 

forced migration and 

widespread hunger, I’ve 

been speaking to contacts 

from my research in Delhi 

frequently these days, doing what I can to check 

in and raise money for basic flour and rice. Get-

ting off the phone one with one of my closest 

contacts yesterday, she vented: “if I hear one 

more story about Nizamuddin [a historic Muslim 

neighborhood in Delhi], I think I’m going to lose 

it. Kanika Kapoor [a Bollywood star] passed it on 

to all these famous people and high-ranking poli-

ticians, but the news reported on it for one day 

and then forgot about it.” Coming on the heels 

of removing majority-Muslim Kashmir’s autono-

my in August 2019, the passage of the Citizen-

ship Amendment Act (CAA) in December 2019, 

and anti-Muslim pogroms in Delhi in February 

2020, COVID-19 is being conjured up in the na-

tional imagination as a Muslim disease, repeat-

edly being associated with a meeting of 

the Tablighi Jamaat. It is yet another line of at-

tack. 

Even if true (and it was also true that the virus 

originated in China, but that didn’t justify racist 

attacks against “Chinese-looking” people), the 

repetitive twinning of coronavirus and Muslims 

reinforces a longstanding, and recently height-

ened, tendency to exclude Muslims from an in-

creasingly Hinduized nation. Labeled “Pakistani” 

when stereotyped as dangerous, and 

“Bangladeshi” to signal their un-deservingness, 

Indian Muslims have long been framed by Hindu 

supremacists and others as outsiders in spite of 

comprising nearly 15% of the Indian population – 

a number that, notably, would be even higher if 

not for India’s violent partition in 1947. Prime 

Minister Narendra Modi’s Bhartiya Janata Party 

(BJP; Indian People’s Party) has capitalized on 

and exacerbated these politics, using tactics that 

range from a cultural politics of promoting vege-

tarianism to killing humans in the name of pro-

tecting cows. Since the destruction of the Babri 

Masjid (Mosque) in 1992, along with the horrific 

massacres in Modi’s Gujarat in 2002, BJP candi-

dates have found it expeditious to promote vio-

lence against Muslims: red meat that energizes 

their supporters. 

If you found yourself feeling confused about the 

protests taking place vis-à-vis these citizenship 
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policies, part of the issue is that the mechanism 

of exclusion, cunningly, appears benign, if not 

just confusing. The CAA announces its purpose 

through an inverted logic: rather than excluding 

Muslims, it explicitly includes nearly every other 

religious group. The intent becomes clear when 

combined with the announcement a couple of 

months later to expand the National Register of 

Citizens (NRC) to the entire 

country. The survey official-

izes who is (and by exclu-

sion, is not) a citizen. When 

it was carried out in the 

Bangladesh-bordering state 

of Assam in 2019, 1.9 mil-

lion people were declared 

non-citizens out of 33 mil-

lion who applied. 

 

In response to the passage 

of the CAA and expansion of the NRC arose 

some of the most powerful nationwide social 

movements that the country has seen. While 

some commentators wrung their hands over 

how the explicitly religious implications of the 

CAA language shifted national commitments 

away from avowed secularism, Muslim-led pro-

tests were born out of the more dire need for 

basic rights and basic needs. Starting in Assam, 

the movement spread across the country to cit-

ies big and small, mostly led by Muslim women 

and students. Their momentum increased sig-

nificantly after students faced violence at the 

hands of police and Hindu fundamentalists, who 

entered campuses in Delhi and Lucknow to at-

tack student protesters in early 2020. 

 

If these movements were new, so too was the 

shock of Delhi becoming the most recent site of 

anti-Muslim pogroms, or 

“riots,” as they did in the last 

week of February 2020. A city

-state, Delhi-the-state is not 

governed by the BJP, but the 

municipal governments are, 

and it was a local politician 

who fanned the flames. Tar-

geting protesters who had 

been peacefully agitating 

against the CAA and NRC in 

Northeast Delhi, Hindu su-

premacists called for their dispersal and began 

attacking Muslim-owned shops and protesters 

themselves. After nearly a week of violent upris-

ing, 53 people were killed, and my contacts and 

social media reveal that Hindu residents of the 

area – who were not the main perpetuators of 

the violence – are now calling for, and some-

times physically ensuring, that Muslims not be 

allowed into the area. The effect, it seems, is the 

CAA-NRC in miniature. 
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“...the repetitive twinning 

of coronavirus and 

Muslims reinforces a 

longstanding, and recently 

heightened, tendency to 

exclude Muslims from an 

increasingly Hinduized 

nation.” 
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The world is in too much of a lurch right now to 

know where this will all lead. The longest-

standing site of protest, Shaheen Bagh, was shut 

down by the coronavirus lockdown in late March. 

Aid for those affected by the violence of the pog-

roms in Northeast Delhi, meanwhile, has had to 

expand immeasurably to reach the millions now 

made suddenly penniless by the lockdown. Yet, 

if Indian Muslims have long suffered from exclu-

sions and violence wrought by Hindu suprema-

cists, so too do their critiques and promotion of 

solidarity suggest vital pathways that might lead 

to greater goodwill and prosperity. It is these 

threads that will be taken up once the movement 

is able to emerge from this lockdown-enforced 

pause. ■ 

 

Dana Kornberg is a Ph.D. Candidate at the 

University of Michigan. 

 

Dana Kornberg 
Ph.D. Candidate 
University of Michigan  
Department of Sociology 
danakorn@umich.edu 
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Cinzia Solari’s book, On the Shoulders of Grandmothers: Gender, Migration, 
and Post-Soviet Nation-State Building (Routledge, 2018), won the 2020 Eastern 
Sociological Society (ESS) Mirra Komarovsky Book Award. Awards were pre-
sented at the Feb 2020 Meetings in Philadelphia. 

 

Alexander Hoppe’s manuscript, “Coordinating Transnational Futurework in 
Fashion Design,” was nominated for the all-academy Carolyn Dexter Award for 
Best International Paper and Best Student-Led Paper Award from Managerial 
and Organizational Cognition Division of the Academy of Management. 

 

Jessica Kim received a National Science Foundation Doctoral Dissertation Re-
search Improvement Grant (NSF: DDRI) for her dissertation, “The Diffusion of 
Democracy Norms” How Democracy INGOs Contribute to Hybrid Regimes.” 

 

Member Announcements 

https://deref-gmx.com/mail/client/CtMka-gPDBY/dereferrer/?redirectUrl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.routledge.com%2FExile-and-Exodus-Gender-Migration-and-Ukrainian-Nation-State-Building%2FSolari%2Fp%2Fbook%2F9781138707047
https://deref-gmx.com/mail/client/CtMka-gPDBY/dereferrer/?redirectUrl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.routledge.com%2FExile-and-Exodus-Gender-Migration-and-Ukrainian-Nation-State-Building%2FSolari%2Fp%2Fbook%2F9781138707047
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Books 

Dromi, Shai. 2020. Above the Fray: The Red Cross 
and the Making of the Humanitarian NGO Sector. 
Chicago: University of Chicago Press.  
 
From Lake Chad to Iraq, nongovernmental organiza-
tions (NGOs) provide relief around the globe, and 
their scope is growing every year. Policy makers and 
activists often assume that humanitarian aid is best 
provided by these organizations, which are generally 
seen as impartial and neutral. In Above the Fray, Shai 
M. Dromi investigates why the international communi-
ty overwhelmingly trusts humanitarian NGOs by look-
ing at the historical development of their culture. With 
a particular focus on the Red Cross, Dromi reveals 
that NGOs arose because of the efforts of orthodox 
Calvinists, demonstrating for the first time the origins 
of the unusual moral culture that has supported 
NGOs for the past 150 years. 
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de Leon, Cedric. 2019. Crisis! When Political Par-
ties Lose the Consent to Rule. Stanford: Stanford 
University Press.  
 
In this book, Cedric de Leon analyzes two pivotal cri-
ses in the American two-party system: the first result-
ing in the demise of the Whig party and secession of 
eleven southern states in 1861, and the present crisis 
splintering the Democratic and Republican parties and 
leading to the election of Donald Trump. Recasting 
these stories through the actions of political parties, 
de Leon draws unsettling parallels in the political ma-
neuvering that ultimately causes once-dominant politi-
cal parties to lose the people's consent to rule. 

https://www.press.uchicago.edu/ucp/books/book/chicago/A/bo46479924.html
https://www.press.uchicago.edu/ucp/books/book/chicago/A/bo46479924.html
https://www.sup.org/books/title/?id=28840
https://www.sup.org/books/title/?id=28840
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Books 

Janoski, Thomas, Cedric de Leon, Joya Misra, and 
Isaac Martin. 2020. The New Handbook of Political So-
ciology. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 
 
Political sociology is a large and expanding field with many 
new developments, and The New Handbook of Political 
Sociology supplies the knowledge necessary to keep up 
with this exciting field. Written by a distinguished group of 
leading scholars in sociology, this volume provides a sur-
vey of this vibrant and growing field in the new millennium. 
The Handbook presents the field in six parts: theories of 
political sociology, the information and knowledge explo-
sion, the state and political parties, civil society and citizen-
ship, the varieties of state policies, and globalization and 
how it affects politics. Covering all subareas of the field 
with both theoretical orientations and empirical studies, it 
directly connects scholars with current research in the 
field. A total reconceptualization of the first edition, the new 
handbook features nine additional chapters and highlights 
the impact of the media and big data. 
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Frank, David John, and John W. Meyer. 2020. The 
University and the Global Knowledge Society. 
Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press.  
 
The university is experiencing an unprecedented level of 
success today, as more universities in more countries 
educate more students in more fields. At the same time, 
the university has become central to a knowledge society 
based on the belief that everyone can, through higher 
education, access universal truths and apply them in the 
name of progress. This book traces the university’s rise 
over the past hundred years to become the cultural linch-
pin of contemporary society, revealing how the so-called 
ivory tower has become profoundly interlinked with al-
most every area of human endeavor.  

https://www.cambridge.org/us/academic/subjects/sociology/political-sociology/new-handbook-political-sociology?format=HB
https://www.cambridge.org/us/academic/subjects/sociology/political-sociology/new-handbook-political-sociology?format=HB
https://press.princeton.edu/books/paperback/9780691202051/the-university-and-the-global-knowledge-society
https://press.princeton.edu/books/paperback/9780691202051/the-university-and-the-global-knowledge-society


 
Laguerre, Michel S. 2019. Global City-Twinning in the Digital Age. 
Ann Arbor: University of Michigan Press.  
 
For many years, cities throughout the globe have developed ties with 
each other to process and nurture friendship, solidarity, and collabora-
tion. These city relationships constitute a mode of governance distinct 
from those of cities that are not involved in such cross-border arrange-
ments, with influence that expands far beyond region. In this light, 
Global City-Twinning in the Digital Age unveils an analysis of intercity 
relationships both on a global scale and as a global phenomenon with 
digital communication technologies that play key roles in upgrading tra-
ditional practices, enhancing cross-border cooperation, and facilitating 
the production of digital sister cities. This book analyzes the deploy-
ment of sister-city formations and operations throughout the world with 
a focus on cities of North America, Latin America, North Africa, Europe, 
and the Mediterranean region. Using a global approach, it discusses 
friendship, entrepreneurship, urban development, cooperative manage-
ment, municipal policy, and digital entanglements. It expands the 
scope of study of sister cities by unveiling the role of immigrants, dias-
pora, and post-diaspora in the making and functioning of the digital 
model of sister cities. 
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Kallman, Meghan Elizabeth. 2020. The Death of Idealism: Devel-
opment and Anti-Politics in the Peace Corps. New York: Colum-
bia University Press. 
 
The Death of Idealism uses the case of the Peace Corps to explain 
why and how participation in a bureaucratic organization changes peo-
ple’s ideals and politics. Meghan Elizabeth Kallman offers an innova-
tive institutional analysis of the role of idealism in development organi-
zations. She details the combination of social forces and organization-
al pressures that depoliticizes Peace Corps volunteers, channels their 
idealism toward professionalization, and leads to cynicism or disen-
gagement. Kallman sheds light on the structural reasons for the per-
sistent failure of development organizations and the consequences for 
the people involved. Based on interviews with over 140 current and 
returned Peace Corps volunteers, field observations, and a large-scale 
survey, this deeply researched, theoretically rigorous book offers a 
novel perspective on how people lose their idealism, and why that 
matters. 

https://www.press.umich.edu/10211303/global_city_twinning_in_the_digital_age
https://deref-gmx.com/mail/client/7TEzmVQyBHk/dereferrer/?redirectUrl=https%3A%2F%2Fcup.columbia.edu%2Fbook%2Fthe-death-of-idealism%2F9780231189699%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR3maKWQDCdxxTVL_xLodCT47bUXC5C1EravSfmhItMp1ugzYxRy8A5Kp_4
https://deref-gmx.com/mail/client/7TEzmVQyBHk/dereferrer/?redirectUrl=https%3A%2F%2Fcup.columbia.edu%2Fbook%2Fthe-death-of-idealism%2F9780231189699%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR3maKWQDCdxxTVL_xLodCT47bUXC5C1EravSfmhItMp1ugzYxRy8A5Kp_4
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Sharma, Nandita. 2020. Home Rule: National Sover-
eignty and the Separation of Natives and Migrants. 
Durham, NC: Duke University Press.  
 
In Home Rule Nandita Sharma traces the historical for-
mation and political separation of Natives and Migrants 
from the nineteenth century to the present to theorize the 
portrayal of Migrants as “colonial invaders.” The imperial-
state category of Native, initially a mark of colonized sta-
tus, has been revitalized in what Sharma terms the Post-
colonial New World Order of nation-states. Under post-
colonial rule, claims to autochthony—being the Native 
“people of a place”—are mobilized to define true national 
belonging. Consequently, Migrants—the quintessential 
“people out of place”—increasingly face exclusion, expul-
sion, or even extermination. This turn to autochthony has 
led to a hardening of nationalism(s). Criteria for political 
membership have shrunk, immigration controls have in-
tensified, all while practices of expropriation and exploita-
tion have expanded. Such politics exemplify the postcolo-
nial politics of national sovereignty, a politics that Sharma 
sees as containing our dreams of decolonization. Home 
Rule rejects nationalisms and calls for the dissolution of 
the ruling categories of Native and Migrant so we can 
build a common, worldly place where our fundamental lib-
erty to stay and move is realized. 

Share it with the section in our next newsletter! Send all 

submissions to Alex and Jess at: globalcurrents@gmx.com 

Do you have a new publication? 

https://www.dukeupress.edu/home-rule
https://www.dukeupress.edu/home-rule
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Articles and Book Chapters 
Beaman, Jean and Amy Petts. 2020. “Towards a Global Theory of Colorblindness: Comparing 

Colorblind Racial Ideology in France and the United States.” Sociology Compass 14(4): e12774. 
 
Harris, Joseph and Joel Selway. 2020. “A Scholarly Exchange: Explaining the Passage of  Universal 

Healthcare in Thailand.” Journal of East Asian Studies 20(1):99-119. 
 
Harris, Joseph. 2019. “The Politics of Expanding Access to Healthcare to the Poor and Informal 

Sectors.” Sociological Forum 34(4):818-37. 
 
Harris, Joseph. 2020. “Science and Democracy Reconsidered.” Engaging Science, Technology  and 

Society 6:102-110. 
 
Harris, Joseph. 2020. “Viruses Don’t Care about Borders.” Contexts Special Issue on the Global  

Impact of COVID-19: Healthcare and Critical Infrastructure Section. March 30. 
 
Hoppe, Alexander D. 2019. “License to Tweak: Artistic License at First-Tier Indian Apparel Suppli-

ers.” Poetics (76). 
 
Janoski, Thomas, Cedric de Leon, Joya Misra, and Isaac Martin. 2020. The New Handbook of Politi-

cal Sociology. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 
 
Kim, Jessica and Kathleen M. Fallon. 2020. “The Political Sociology of Democracy.” Pp. 538-563 in 

The New Handbook of Political Sociology by T. Jankowski, C. de Leon, J. Misra, and I. Martin. 
Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 

 
Khoshneviss, Hadi. 2019. “A Home to which I Don’t Belong: Global Geopolitics, Neocolonialism, and 

the Experience of Middle Eastern and North African Citizens in the United States.” Postcolonial 
Studies 22 (4): 506-522. 

 
Kornberg, Dana. From Balmikis to Bengalis: The ‘Casteification’ of Muslims in Delhi’s Informal Gar-

bage Economy. Economic & Political Weekly 54(47): 48-54.  
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Articles and Book Chapters 
Sharma, Nandita, 2019 :The ‘People out of Place’: State Limits on Free Mobility and the Making of 

(Im)migrants,” in Paper-Trails: Migrants, Documents, and Legal Insecurity in the Global 
North. Sarah Horton and Josiah M. Heyman (eds.) Durham, NC: Duke University Press. 

 
Sharma, Nandita, 2019 “Dispossessing Citizenship,” in For a Borderless World, Reece Jones (ed.) 

Athens: University of Georgia Press. 
 
Sharma, Nandita, 2019. “Citizenship/Borders,” in Power and Everyday Practices, 2nd Edition. Debo-

rah Brock, Rebecca Raby and Mark P. Thomas (eds.), Toronto: University of Toronto Press. 
 
Sharma, Nandita, 2019. “What is the Left Case for Open Borders?” State of Nature, January 31, 

<https://stateofnatureblog.com/one-question-open-borders/#Nandita 
 
Sharma, Nandita, 2019. “Multiculturalism: Challenging the Limits of Nation-States,” in The Oxford 

Handbook of Global Studies, Mark Juergensmeyer, Saskia Sassen, and Manfred Steger (Eds.), 
Oxford: Oxford University Press. 

 
Springer, Emily. 2020. Bureaucratic Tools in (Gendered) Organizations: Performance Metrics and 

Gender Advisors in International Development. Gender & Society 34(1): 56-80. 
 
Swed, Ori, Thomas Crosbie. 2019. "Who are the private contractors fighting in Iraq and Afghani-

stan? An inside look at this invisible military force" The Conversation. March 14. https://
theconversation.com/who-are-the-private-contractors-fighting-in-iraq-and-afghanistan-an-inside-
look-at-this-invisible-military-force-113108 

 
Swed, Ori. 2019. "Revolution without Revolutionaries: Making Sense of the Arab 

Spring" Contemporary Sociology. 48(5). 
 
Swed, Ori. 2020. "Breaking the Order: The Intended and Unintended Consequences of Countersur-

veillance on the West Bank" Surveillance & Society, 18(1):48-60. 
 
Swed, Ori. 2020. "The Path to Outsourcing Security in South East Asia" NYU SPS CGA Working 

Paper No. 2/2020. 
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https://deref-gmx.com/mail/client/nrgaqOUimw4/dereferrer/?redirectUrl=https%3A%2F%2Fstateofnatureblog.com%2Fone-question-open-borders%2F%23Nandita
https://theconversation.com/who-are-the-private-contractors-fighting-in-iraq-and-afghanistan-an-inside-look-at-this-invisible-military-force-113108
https://theconversation.com/who-are-the-private-contractors-fighting-in-iraq-and-afghanistan-an-inside-look-at-this-invisible-military-force-113108
https://theconversation.com/who-are-the-private-contractors-fighting-in-iraq-and-afghanistan-an-inside-look-at-this-invisible-military-force-113108



