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CHAIR’S MESSAGE: 
DUBOIS AND GLOBAL/ 
TRANSNATIONAL 
SOCIOLOGY 
 
May 18, 2019 
 
I write this from Chicago, where I took part in the 
University of Chicago’s one-day forum on 
“W.E.B. Dubois and the Chicago School.” This 
forum came soon after the second annual 
convening of the Duboisian Scholar Network 
held at Brown University (the first had been at 
Northwestern in 2018). The Brown event had 
come after Harvard’s W.E.B. Dubois 
Symposium in October of 2018 celebrating 
Dubois’ 150th birthday. Clearly there is renewed 
interest in Dubois. Aldon Morris’ magisterial The 
Scholar Denied exemplifies the renewed interest. 
It has in no small part helped generate it. But why 
should members of the Global and Transnational 

Sociology Section care about Dubois? In this brief Chairs’ Message, I reflect upon the relevance 
of Dubois’ scholarship and writings for global and transnational sociology.1 

 Dubois is often read for his trenchant analyses of race relations in the United States, 
taking us behind America’s “veil”, stepping across the color line, looking into the ghettos of 
Philadelphia or the poor rural districts of Alabama to give profound insights into Black and 
White America. Scholars acknowledge that Dubois later expanded his lens and became more 
transnational in his analytic orientation, attendant with his growing Pan-Africanist and Marxist 
sensibilities. But in fact Dubois was global and transnational from the get-go, and he was never 
only concerned with the African-American experience. Empire was on his mind. He was acutely 
aware, for instance, of America’s recent colonial ventures in Puerto Rico, Cuba, the Philippines 
and Hawaii (among other places). In 1908 he responded to a paper by Alfred Holt Stone, 
pointing out that: “Today we have in the world growing race contact. Europe has insisted upon 
the opening of Africa…Just so with the Philippines. Here is a group of colored folks half a 
world away, yet the United States is not content until it goes, annexes them, and rules them 
according to its own ideas” (Dubois 1908: 837). In fact, throughout his early work, Dubois 
made repeated references to America’s colonization of the Philipppines, Puerto Rico, and 
Hawaii. And he thought of imperialism not as a sideshow to racial subjugation but was rather a 
crucial feature of modernity.  

To my mind, it is exactly because of his awareness of empire Dubois insisted that the 
“color line” was not just a domestic phenomenon. In his 1906 essay “The Color Line Belts the 
World” he wrote that “the most significant fact of the opening century” is that “The Negro 
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problem in America is but a local phase of a world problem” (Dubois 2005: 33). Relatedly, it is 
partly because of his recognition of empire around the world that he is so critical of plans to 
repatriate African-Americans to somewhere else in order to liberate them. “[N]othing,” he 
writes in The Souls of Black Folk, “has more effectually made this programme seem hopeless 
than the recent course of the United States toward weaker and darker peoples in the West Indies, 
Hawaii, and the Philippines,—for where in the world may we go and be safe from lying and 
brute Force?” (Dubois 1994[1903]: 52). 

Later, Dubois continued with his global and transnational orientation. He prefigured 
certain Marxist theories of imperialism and some aspects of current World-Systems theory by 
explaining how the two world wars resulted from imperialism. The wars, he explained, were 
merely the product of empires fighting with each other for territory, resources and labor (Dubois 
1915). Dubois also discussed the globally-circulating racial ideologies that functioned for 
imperialism. This is what allowed him to make the important insight that the Nazi regime on the 
one hand and British and US imperialism on the other were not different beasts but merely 
different instantiations of the same monster: 
 

The supertragedy of this war is the treatment of the Jews in Germany. There has been 
nothing comparable to this in modern history. Yet its technique and its reasoning have 
been based upon a race philosophy similar to that which has dominated both Great Britain 
and the United States in relation to coloured people (Dubois 1944: 450). 

 
I would claim that in these writings are the fragments of a nascent and novel theory of global 
order (cf. Winant 2001; Weiner 2012). In Dubois’ view, global order follows logics of empire 
and racial domination. The world-system is a global system of imperialism and colonialism that 
institutionalizes racial domination, generates and reproduces the color line, and becomes 
manifest in multiple sites to impact a variety of different peoples around the world. Hence 
Dubois is able to think of Nazi rule as similar to US and British imperialism. He is also able to 
write that racial domination in British India and the so-called “Negro problem” in America bear 
“astonishing resemblances” (Dubois 2005: 144). And he is able to make parallels among many 
different colonial situations as well as between overseas and internal colonialism. British 
colonialism in India, Dubois suggests, is similar to America’s domination of freed slaves, which 
is in turn similar to America’s domination of Hawaii, the Philippines, and Puerto Rico, which is 
in turn similar to the Nazi regime and America’s treatment of, say, Asian laborers; and so on 
(Dubois 2005).  

Two related points are worth mentioning. First, in this nascent global theory, Dubois 
suggests that as empire generates similar structures, it likewise generates shared experiences 
among the different colonized groups. Empires institute political modes of rule that deny rights 
and privileges to racialized subjects, and this denial and ill-treatment means that African 
Americans, Indians, Filipinos, Puerto Ricans, South Africans, Malaysians, and so on; they all 
share a basic experience of subjugation. Dubois sees this as the result of empire’s political 
exclusions, but he also writes about how it emerges from racial capitalism. Dubois famously 
writes in Black Reconstruction:   

 
That dark and vast sea of human labor in China and India, the South Seas and all Africa; in 
the West Indies and Central America and in the United States—that great majority of 
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mankind, on whose bent and broken backs rest today the founding stones of modern 
industry—shares a common destiny; it is despised and rejected by race and color; paid a 
wage below the level of decent living; driven, beaten, prisoned and enslaved in all but 
name; spawning the world’s raw material and luxury—cotton, wool, coffee, tea, cocoa, 
palm oil, fibers, spices, rubber, silks, lumber, copper, gold, diamonds, leather…. All these 
are gathered up at prices lowest of the low, manufactured, transformed, and transported at 
fabulous gain; and the resultant wealth is distributed and displayed and made the basis of 
world power… The emancipation of man is the emancipation of labor and the 
emancipation of labor is the freeing of that basic majority of workers who are yellow, 
brown and black (Dubois 1935: 16). 

 
Second, for Dubois, the shared experiences among different racialized groups subjected to 
empire create the conditions for cross-racial alliances—alliances which are necessary and vital 
for political mobilization on a global scale, necessary for overturning the global color line and 
freeing, as he says, “that basic majority of workers who are yellow, brown and black” (ibid). It 
is exactly because of this commitment to cross-racial politics that Dubois castigates his fellow 
African Americans for their failure to recognize that, as he says, “The Negro problem in 
America is but a local phase of a world problem” (Dubois 2005: 33). It is also why Dubois 
insists that blacks in the US and South Asians subjected to British rule need to learn from each 
other, and why he laments how ignorant they are of each other. It is why Dubois in 1925 speaks 
at a conference in New York on Philippine independence and advocates the liberation of that 
colony from American rule (Dubois 1925). And it is why Dubois supported not only African 
anticolonialists but also Sun Yat Sen, Nehru, Mao Tse-Tung and Gandhi. Dubois was not just a 
Pan-Africanist; he was a Pan-Asianist too (Dubois 2005).  
 All of this to suggest that, if there is a renewed interest in Dubois in our discipline, we 
Global and Transnational Sociologists might readily get involved in the conversation rather than 
sit on the sidelines. More than just a theorist of the African-American experience in the US, 
Dubois speaks to many of the concerns of our section, articulating a global social theory about 
empire, colonialism, global racial capitalism, and racialized global order—among many other 
things.  

In this newsletter, White and King’s contribution on “The Global Historical Dimensions 
of Race and Racism” briefly lay out a plan for a new project on the global dimensions of race. 
No doubt that project will build upon Dubosian themes concerning race and empire. And at our 
upcoming meetings in New York, you will likely glimpse more Duboisian themes in various 
panels, not least some of those held by our Section (such as our section’s panel “Decolonizing 
Global Sociology”). I very much look forward to seeing you all there. 

 
Julian Go 
 
1 For a compelling recent statement on Dubois and global-historical sociology, see Magubane 
(2016). For a recent discussion of Dubois and the “global color line”, see Quisumbing King 
(2018). 
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NEWSLETTER 
EDITORS 
 
AARUSHI BHANDARI, STONY BROOK 
UNIVERSITY  
 

Dear Section 
Members, 
 
We are happy to 
present this issue to 
you all, which will also 
be my last as editor. It 
has been a pleasure 
working on these and 
corresponding with so 
many awesome GATS 
members. I am 
stepping down as I 

undertake the job market in the upcoming academic 
year. To my fellow GATS members on the job 
market (featured in this issue and otherwise!), I 
extend my deepest solidarity. 
 
Thanks to everyone who contributed to this issue and 
a special thanks to section chair Julian Go for making 
this process very smooth, and my co-editor Alex 
Hoppe for taking on the bulk of responsibilities on 
this issue. Please continue to submit materials for the 
next issue to Alex, who will continue on as editor 
next year. You can reach him at 
hoppe@sas.upenn.edu. Should you have any 
questions for me, you can reach me at 
Aarushi.Bhandari@stonybrook.edu  
 
I hope you all have meaningful and productive 
summers and look forward to meeting some of you in 
New York this August! 
 
Aarushi  
 
 

SECTION OFFICERS 2018-2019 

SECTION OFFICERS & 
COUNCIL 
Officers 
Chair: Julian Go, Boston University 
Chair-Elect: Michael D. Kennedy, 
Brown University 
Past Chair: Zsuzsa Gille, University 
of Illinois-Urbana-Champaign 
Secretary/Treasurer: Monika 
Christine Krause, London School of 
Economics  
Student Representative: Orla 
Kelly, Boston College 
 
Section Council 
Jennifer L. Bair, University of 
Virginia 
Kimberly Kay Hoang, University of 
Chicago 
Melanie M. Hughes, University of 
Pittsburgh  
Evan Schofer, University of 
California, Irvine 
Jeong-Woo Koo, Sungkyunkwan 
University 
 
Smitha Radhakrishnan, Wellesley 
College 
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ALEXANDER HOPPE, UNIVERSITY OF PENNSYLVANIA   
 

Dear GATS Members, 
 
My thanks to Aarushi for putting together multiple newsletter 
issues over the years and showing me the ropes during these 
past two rounds. I wish her and all of the other job candidates 
the best of luck!  
 
Beginning with this issue, Aarushi and I have decided to 
exclude article abstracts. While descriptions of books will 
remain, we feel that exclusive content or section-relevant essays 
are of more interest to section members. You can look forward 
to more content like the interview with Ori Swed on page 25.  
 
 

If you have a proposal for our next issue, please send it my way (hoppe@sas.upenn.edu). Some 
ideas we would like to see: 
 

• Critical interviews 
 

• Reviews of conference sessions, especially conferences other than ASA 
 

• Graduate student interviews with assistant professors about new books 
 

• Works in progress  
 

• Career reflections 
 

• Retirement career summaries and tributes  
 
As odd as it may sound from a young person, I am especially serious about inviting career 
reflections and tributes! As some of you may know, Randy Collins retired a few years ago from 
Penn. Not only did the graduate students of “Team Randy” benefit from his enormous wisdom, 
but his many colleagues and worldwide readers did as well. I am sure there are many other senior 
scholars out there with equally worthy advice on careers and life. We look forward to hearing 
from you. 
 
Alex 
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THE GLOBAL HISTORICAL DIMENSIONS 
OF RACE AND RACISM 
EDITORS: KATRINA QUISUMBING KING AND ALEXANDRE WHITE 
  
What can a new agenda for the global historical sociology of race and racism lend to the existing 
scholarship? What would it mean to recover the globally constituted forces that have shaped the 
production of racial categories and dynamics of racial oppression? How can we understand 
domestic racial policies, not only through their effects on local populations, but also as products 
of wider global and transnational forces, knowledges, and transformations? In short, what would 
re-historicizing the history of racism mean for sociological theorizing on the subject in the 21st 
century?  

 
We are currently embarking on a collaborative intellectual project to reconsider the histories of 
race and racism from global, transnational, and comparative perspectives. We hope that the project 
will serve as a historically-grounded entry point for improving our understandings of how race and 
racism operate in current times. Not only do we hope to generate new approaches to the study of 
race and racism, but to set an agenda for a new generation of scholars interested in questions of 
race, imperial forms, and the construction of modernity.  
 
This global historical approach to race and racism will build on and extend the existing literatures. 
To date, U.S. sociological studies of race have focused primarily within metropolitan and national 
boundaries (for exceptions see Weiner 2012). Much of the research on race outside the United 
States, for example, has been comparative but still relies on presumed national boundaries. The 
trends in scholarship comparing Brazil to the United States, for example, illustrate three 
comparative approaches to the study of race more broadly (Wade 2004). In the first, the United 
States or the country to which it is being compared is viewed as exceptional in its racial structure. 
In the second type of comparison, the forms of racism and racial structures in the United States 
can be found in other countries. In both these comparative logics, scholars view racial groups as 
universal (i.e. that there are Black and white people in the United States and Brazil and that these 
“groups” are the same or at least similar enough to be compared). Finally, in the third, scholars 
argue that the racial (il)logics of the United States cannot be exported to other countries. This line 
of reasoning is related to and draws upon the position that we should not mistake folk or practical 
concepts of race for analytic concepts. Rather than study assumed racial “groups,” scholars should 
study the making of and contestation over boundaries (Banton 1979; Barth 1969; Bourdieu 1991; 
Brubaker 2004; Jenkins 1994; Loveman 1999a, 1999b; Wimmer 2008). Bourdieu and Wacquant 
(1999) critiqued U.S. theorists of race relations for exporting the U.S. folk concept of race to Brazil 
-- a move they refer to as imperialist reason. They call for a history of race and racism that analyzes 
the origins of ideas of the social world. While they argue against universalization, they have less 
to say about the global nature of race. Although they differ in their conclusions about the 
exceptionality of the United States (or the country of comparison), all three approaches rely on 
cross-national comparisons.  
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As we seek to disrupt national assumptions, a global historical sociology of race and racism will 
also attend to the production of racial orders beyond the Atlantic or a U.S. Black–white binary. 
W.E.B. Du Bois, writing about the color line, referred not to only to Black–white relations, but to 
global dynamics of political and economic exploitation which “belt the world” (Du Bois 1903). 
Du Bois demonstrates that the formation of racial systems of economic, political, and social 
exploitation are therefore not unique to anti-Black racism but are a function of European imperial 
projects (Quisumbing King 2019). A global historical sociology of race must explore the 
production of systems of racial hierarchies and orders. Such a sociology can attend to how ideas 
of race and racial practices develop, how they travel, and in what ways they are instantiated and 
differ across time and space. These questions open up new ways of seeing race beyond the nation 
state containers in which we often locate racial orders.  

 
We believe it would be intellectually fruitful to put existing forms of national and comparative 
sociological theorizing in conversation with scholarship from transnational and postcolonial 
sociology. At the same time, this project draws on interdisciplinary traditions—including Black, 
Africana, Latinx, Indigenous, and Asian studies—and the humanities to provide another approach 
to studying race outside of metropolitan and national borders. In our early stages, we find these 
conversations to be suggestive of three areas for further empirical exploration: (1) the common 
roots and continuities of racial ideas and practices; (2) how racial ideologies travel and are adapted 
to new contexts; and (3) the local particularities and variations across time and geography. 

 
First, racial ideas and practices have common roots (Du Bois 1896; Dubow 1995; Gilroy 1995; 
Hannaford 1986). In one example, the Black Radical Tradition has demonstrated the central role 
of race to the development of capitalism, expanding and challenging the established historiography 
of Marx and others. (Du Bois 1998; Du Bois 2007; James [1938] 1989; Robinson 2000; Williams 
1994). In periods of the twentieth century when either eugenical, culturalist, or biological 
arguments for Black inferiority were deeply accepted, these works provided social scientific and 
historical evidence for the roles of imperialism, capitalism and slavery in constituting racial 
difference and inequality. Black Marxist critiques of capitalism show the important role that 
plantation slavery, the trans-Atlantic slave trade, and the institution of slavery have been to the 
creation of modern capitalist systems. At the same time, they articulate how the production of 
racialized constructions of difference were critical to forming the necessary categories of 
citizenship, labor, and the enslaved required by a burgeoning trans-Atlantic political economy (Du 
Bois [1935] 1998; Robinson [1983] 2000; Williams [1944] 1994). Scholarship in this tradition has 
shown how race operates beyond the domain of purely interpersonal discrimination to exist as a 
central axis around which western societies and economies are structured (Du Bois 1903; Fanon 
[1961] 2004; Gilroy 1995; Hall 2000; Hannaford 1996). 

 
Others studying racial ideologies have uncovered the relationships between genocide in the 
European Holocaust and racialized colonial governance, demonstrating the continuities of racist 
practices across geographies (Bauman 1989; Césaire 1955; Lindqvist 1992). Scholars also 
examine the racial and imperial roots of social concepts such as the state and citizenship (Bhambra 
2011; Go 2016; Hammer and White 2018). In the development of race science, racial ideologies 
and categories emerged through the international trafficking of knowledge and practices (Bates 
2019; Dubow 2009; Galton 1869; Go 2018; Magubane 2017; Seth 2018). Such approaches see 



 
GATS NEWSLETTER  

 
SPRING 2019 

 

 10 
 

racisms and racial categorization as central to modern society and fundamentally constituted by 
and constitutive of global systems of power. These transnational and postcolonial approaches de-
parochialize our understandings of the supposed objective gaze of universal knowledges by 
uncovering the racial and Eurocentric roots of social theory (Chakrabarty 2000; Go 2018, 443).  

 
Second, racial ideologies travel. For example, historians of Nazism have demonstrated how U.S. 
settler colonial practices against Native Americans and Jim Crow legislation served as a model for 
the Nazi Nuremberg Laws and as a model for eastward expansion (Ross 2018; Westermann 2016; 
Whitman 2017). Similarly, colonial state actors drew on metropolitan racial ideas and applied 
different racial logics to their conquered territories, including the Philippines and other American 
Pacific Territories (Anderson 1995, 2006; Go 2008, 2011; Quisumbing King 2019). Settler 
colonial practices in Australia legislated white supremacy through the White Australia laws, while 
New Zealand framed race relations and the “Polynesian problem” in terms distinctly similar to the 
discourse on “the Negro problem” in the United States (Shilliam 2015). 
 
Third, while racism has a global (not universal) nature, there are also local particularities and 
manifestations of racial thinking and structures (Bonnett 2018; Goldberg 2009). Empirical 
variations exist in cognitive traditions, local historical agents, the inculturation and transformation 
of racial and racist ideas, and how ideas of race travel, co-evolve, and are linked and adapted 
(Dikötter 2008; Goldberg 2009). For example, the important contributions of the authors of The 
Construction of Racial Identities in China and Japan describe how both Han Chinese and Japanese 
racial identities were formed out of practices of comparisons to Africans, Jews and indigenous 
populations such as the Ainu, creating a global hierarchy of races with themselves at the top 
(Dikötter 1992). Not only have racial ideas and identities been formed through comparison, but 
also horizontal relations among states, international institutions, and scientific communities shape 
ideas and practices of race, including immigration and naturalization policies, and which 
categories states use to count race (FitzGerald and Cook-Martín 2014; Loveman 2014). At the 
same time, global histories of race and racism have also shown how resistances to racial orders, 
and anti-colonial revolution have reframed and produced new claims to revolutionary humanism 
and rights that further shaped the dynamics of citizenship, governance and shifted the meanings of 
what it means to be a human (Buck-Morss 2009; Dubois 2004; Fanon [1961] 2004, 2008; James 
[1938] 1989). Studying race beyond national boundaries yields powerful insights for 
understanding the production of local racial systems. 

 
In turning our attention to the continuities and particularities of race and racism, we emphasize the 
historicity of sociological phenomena. In this burgeoning project, we seek to identify the processes 
and mechanisms of racism, analyze differences in degree and kind, and chart how race and racisms 
travel. While the temporal and geographic scope of the project is vast, we hope that a growing 
number of scholars will consider the roots of modern racist systems; the effects of globally-
constituted forces on the production of racial categories, policies, and dynamics of racial 
oppression; how global discourses interact with local ideas of race; the emergence of or 
contestation over racist ideologies and systems; relations of racial and/or colonial states in the 
management of racialized populations; or anti-racist, anti-colonial global solidarities.  
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If anyone is interested in contributing to this project or learning more, please contact us at 
alexandrewhite@jhu.edu and quisumbi@usc.edu.  
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UPCOMING EVENTS: GATS AT ASA 
 
Please join us for the GATS-related events at the upcoming ASA meeting in NYC! 

 
Graduate Student and Postdoc Mentoring Event 
 
At this year’s ASA meeting, the Global & Transnational and Comparative Historical sections are 
teaming up once again to host a Graduate Student and Postdoc Mentoring Event. The event will 
take place on Sunday, August 11th, 4:30-6:30 PM and will be held at Latitude Bar and Grill, 
which is located at 783 8th Avenue (between 47th and 48th). 
  
This event aims to strengthen the sections’ intellectual networks and further students’ 
professional development by pairing volunteer faculty members with students and post-docs who 
share their research interests. Mentors and mentees then gather in small groups for informal 
conversation. Mentees may ask questions on topics like the job market, dissertation writing, 
work-life balance, and more. The event will feature beverages and light appetizers. 
  
We are looking to recruit student participants and faculty mentors. If you would like 
to participate, please register at the event website (https://chsgtsmentorship.weebly.com/) so that 
we can begin partnering students and postdocs with faculty who share similar interests. Please 
note we are asking participants to contribute a small registration fee to offset food and beverage 
costs ($10 for students/post-docs and $25 for faculty). We request that all registration be 
completed by July 1.   
 
General inquiries may be directed to Sara Tomczuk (saratomczuck@gmail.com). 
 
Please join us for the GTS-related events at the upcoming ASA meeting in NYC! 
 
 
MONDAY AUGUST 12 
Decolonizing Global Sociology  
Mon, August 12, 10:30am to 12:10pm, New York Hilton, Fourth Floor, East  
 
A Panel Discussion with… 
 
Zine Magubane, Boston College 
Gurminder Bhambra, University of Sussex 
Anaheed Al-Hardan, American University of Beirut 
Jose Itzigsohn, Brown University 
 
Organizer and Presider: Julian Go 
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Theory and Research in Global and Transnational Sociology  
Mon, August 12, 4:30 to 6:10pm, New York Hilton, Fourth Floor, East  
“Cinderella on the Pearl River Delta: who has the power to translate?” Claudio Ezequiel 
Benzecry, Northwestern University  
 
“Circuits of Commodification: Imagination and Evaluation in National Destination Marketing” 
Tim Rosenkranz, New School for Social Research  
 
“Cosmopolitan Nationalism, Esperanto, and Consent in State-Socialist Eastern Europe: The Case 
of Bulgaria” Ana Velitchkova, University of Mississippi  
 
“Scale Shifting: Explaining Migration Between National, Trans-regional, and Global Literary 
Fields” Peggy Levitt, Wellesley College  
 
Presider: Jennifer Bair, University of Virginia 
Discussant: Shai M. Dromi, Harvard University 
Organizer: Monika Krause, LSE 
 
Our Reception!  
Joint Reception: Section on Global & Transnational Sociology; Peace, War & Social Conflict; 
Political Economy of the World System; Sociology of Development 
Mon, August 12, 6:30 to 8:00pm, Sheraton New York, Third Floor, New York Ballroom West 
 
TUESDAY AUGUST 13 
Global and Transnational Approaches to Culture and Power (Cosponsored with the 
Section on Global and Transnational Sociology) 
Tue, August 13, 8:30 to 10:10am, Sheraton New York, Lower Level, Madison Square 
“In America, I’m Just Black: Black American Experiences with Privilege and Oppression in 
Paris” Sonita Moss, University of Pennsylvania  
 
“Inclusion and Alterity: An analysis of American flag hijab discourse” Deniz Uyan, Boston 
College  
 
“In the Shadow of Hollywood: The Racial Politics of Independent Filmmakers of Color in Los 
Angeles” Michael Tuan Tran, UCLA 
 
“Race-ing Across the Border: Comparative Constructions of Race and Inequality in Mexico and 
the U.S.” Sylvia Zamora, Loyola Marymount University 
 
“The Dark Side of a Golden Ticket” Onoso Ikphemi Imoagene, University of Pennsylvania; 
Elizabeth Jacobs, University of Pennsylvania  
  
Organizer: Chinyere Osuji, Rutgers University-Camden  
Presider: Chinyere Osuji, Rutgers University-Camden 
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Gender and the Crises of Global Capitalism 
Tue, August 13, 10:30am to 12:10pm, Sheraton New York, Lower Level, Murray Hill 
“Dilemma of the Foxconn Moms: Gender, Migrant Labor, and the Crisis of Social Reproduction 
in China” Yige Dong, Johns Hopkins University 
 
“Forgotten Boys, Idle Men: Using Gender to Talk about Poverty in Kenya” Isabel Pike, 
University of Wisconsin-Madison  
 
“From the Proletariat to the Precariat: Transformations in Masculinities in the the Neoliberal 
Period in Mexico” Mariana Manriquez, University of Arizona  
 
“Outsourcing Feminism: Hegemonic Femininity and the Symbolic Politics of Supply Chains” 
Eileen M. Otis, University of Oregon; Larissa Petrucci, University of Oregon  
 
Presider: Raka Ray, UC-Berkeley 
Organizer: Jordanna Chris Matlon, American U. 
 
 
Section on Global and Transnational Sociology Refereed Roundtables (1 hour) 
Tue, August 13, 12:30 to 1:30pm, Sheraton New York, Third Floor, New York Ballroom West 
 
Section on Global and Transnational Sociology Business Meeting 
Tue, August 13, 1:30 to 2:10pm, Sheraton New York, Third Floor, New York Ballroom West 
 
Global Historical Sociology  
Tue, August 13, 2:30 to 4:10pm, Sheraton New York, Lower Level, Flatiron  
“A Global Historical Sociology of Revolution” George Lawson, LSE  
 
“Apprehending Otherness: The Global Historical Dimensions of Colonial Medicine” Alexandre 
White, Johns Hokins University  
 
“The Occlusion of Empire in the Race vs. Class Inequality Debate in the Sociology of Race” 
Julia Bates, Gonzaga University 
 
“Transnational State Shaming and the Origins of ‘Evidence-Based Policymaking,’ 1994 – 2017” 
Andrew Keefe, Harvard University  
 
Discussant: Nicholas Hoover Wilson, Stonybrook 
Organizer: Julian Go, Boston University 
 
Methodological and Empirical Advances in Global and Transnational Sociology 
Tue, August 13, 8:30 to 10:10am, Sheraton New York, Lower Level, Murray Hill 
“African Gender Relations in the New Era of Chinese Development” Robert Wyrod, University 
of Colorado Boulder  
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“Mapping Diasporic Discourses on Social Media” Olga Boichak, Syracuse University  
 
“Raising Global Families: Transnational Relational Analysis of Class Inequality” Pei-Chia Lan, 
National Taiwan University  
 
“The Relationship between Assimilation and Cultural Transnational Ties among New 
Immigrants in the U.S.” Sou Hyun Jang, University of Washington; Sejung Sage Yim, The 
Graduate Center  
 
Presider: Monika Krause, LSE 
Discussant: Nicole Angotti, American University 
Organizer: Jennifer Bair, U of Virginia 
 

NEW FEATURE: STUDENTS ON THE 
MARKET 
 

AARUSHI BHANDARI  

 
Aarushi Bhandari is a PhD Candidate in Sociology at Stony 
Brook University. Aarushi’s dissertation “Mobile Phone 
Distribution and Global Food Security” was awarded the 
National Science Foundation Doctoral Dissertation Research 
Improvement (NSF DDRI) grant for the 2019-2020 academic 
year. Her dissertation features three distinct empirical studies 
addressing contemporary phenomena in international 
development. More specifically, these cross-national quantitative 
studies evaluate the rising salience of Information and 
Communication Technologies (ICTs) within development policy 
discourse. In the 20 years between 1995 to 2015, the average 
number of mobile phones within developing countries increased 

from a few hundred thousand to about 40 million. In this time period, development policymakers 
led by the United Nations have broadly expanded ICTs for development initiatives, suggesting 
these technologies can uplift developing populations from poverty and food insecurity. Aarushi’s 
dissertation formally evaluates these claims for empirical merit, addressing limitations like the 
gender digital divide, and exploitative core-periphery dynamics. The first study from her 
dissertation “Gender Inequality in Mobile Technology Access: The Role of Economic and Social 
Development” was published in Information, Communication and Society in 2019. Aarushi has 
also previously published on topics of gender and global food security in Sociological Quarterly 
and Sociology Compass. Aarushi is a first-generation immigrant from Nepal and has lived in the 
U.S. since 2009.  
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BENJAMIN BRADLOW 

Benjamin Bradlow is a PhD candidate in sociology at Brown University and will be a Visiting 
Democracy Fellow at the Ash Center for Democratic Governance and Innovation at the Harvard 
Kennedy School in the 2019-2020 academic year. His dissertation research compares the 
governance of urban public goods — housing, sanitation, and collective transportation — in São 
Paulo and Johannesburg after transitions to democracy. Additional work analyzes the 
relationship between contentious mobilization and democratic deepening, the economic and 
social outcomes of place-based public housing subsidies, and the 
authoritarian style in democratic politics. His dissertation has been 
supported by grants and fellowships from the Mellon 
Foundation/American Council of Learned Societies, the National Science 
Foundation, the Fulbright Program and the Brazilian Studies Association. 
As part of his field work, he has been a visiting researcher at the Center 
for Metropolitan Studies at the University of São Paulo and the Public 
Affairs Research Institute at the University of Witwatersrand in 
Johannesburg. His research has been published or is forthcoming 
in Social Forces, Environment & Urbanization, and International 
Development Planning Review. He holds a Masters in City Planning from 
MIT and a BA in history from Swarthmore College. 
 

NIKHIL DEB 

 
Nikhil Deb is pursuing his PhD degree at the University of Tennessee-
Knoxville and expects to finish by June 2019 (Defense: 17 June). His 
research and teaching interests include political economy &amp; 
globalization, environmental sociology, unequal development, 
resistance, and social theory. He completed degrees in sociology from 
Ohio University (MA) and Shahjalal University of Science and 
Technology, Bangladesh (BSS and MSS). He has also been an 
Assistant Professor of Sociology at the Shahjalal University of Science 
and Technology. He taught several courses both in Bangladesh and in 

the US, including Globalization and Justice; Society and Environment; Sociological Theory, 
Social Movements; and Introduction to Sociology. His current research offers a critical 
examination of the ways in which the slow violence of social and environmental destruction 
continues to affect marginalized people living in Bhopal, India, more than three decades after the 
initial Union Carbide explosion in 1984. His dissertation uses a mixed-method approach, 
drawing data from 60 interviews with Bhopal victims and activists, observations, relevant 
archives, and a cross-national dataset on industrial disasters that have enduring social and 
environmental consequences. 
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HARUKI EDA 

Haruki Eda is a PhD Candidate in the Department of Sociology at Rutgers University. Haruki's 
research focuses on critical geopolitics, social movements, gender and queer theory, and race and 
ethnicity. His dissertation explores how diasporic Koreans in the U.S. mobilize their embodied 
experiences as women, queer, and trans folks of color to challenge the dominant discourse of the 
Korean division/unification through transnational grassroots community organizing. In this 
project, Haruki clarifies that emotional and spiritual experiences 
of belonging, solidarity, and hopefulness can animate a tenacious 
modality of political engagement centered on geopolitical 
healing. In addition to his doctoral research, Haruki also 
contributes to the emergent field of archipelagic studies by 
examining the geosocial formations of place and identity in the 
Trans-Pacific region in his chapter in Contemporary Archipelagic 
Thinking: Towards New Comparative Methodologies and 
Disciplinary Formations (forthcoming, Rowman & 
Littlefield). His publications also include a chapter on disaster 
justice in Japan in Research Justice: Methodologies for Social 
Change (2015, Policy Press). At the ASA, Haruki will present his dissertation chapter "Diasporic 
Conjuring: Agency, Spirit, and Politicized Belonging in Transnational Korean Community 
Organizing" during the session on Community at 4:30pm on Saturday, August 10. His CV can be 
found on  edacv.blogspot.com, and he can be reached at haruki.eda@rutgers.edu.  
 

ARMAND RENE GUTIERREZ 

Armand Gutierrez is a Ford Foundation Fellow and Doctoral Candidate at UC San Diego. His 
work focuses on the remittance practices of Mexican- and Filipino-
Americans using both quantitative and qualitative methodology. His 
recent work explores how and why second-generation Mexican- and 
Filipino-Americans remit using the analytical concept of brokerage. He 
has several publications in Ethnic and Racial Studies and Global 
Networks. His latest work “The Determinants of Remittances among 
Second-Generation Mexican- and Filipino-Americans” was accepted for 
publication in Ethnic and Racial Studies, and awarded the PSA 
Distinguished Graduate Student Paper Award as well as the Latino/a 
Sociology Section’s Cristina Maria Riegos Distinguished Student Paper 
Award. 
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RICARDA HAMMER 

Ricarda is a Ph.D. candidate in the Department of Sociology at Brown University and a Graduate 
Fellow at Brown's Center for the Study of Slavery and Justice. Combining global and historical 
sociology with the sociology of race, her research examines colonial legacies in citizenship and 
nation formation and the politics of migration. Her dissertation, titled "The Coloniality of 
Citizenship: Nation-Making in the Aftermath of Transatlantic Slavery in Britain" explains the 
constitution of liberal democratic Britain while maintaining colonial slavery and imperial 
violence in the Caribbean. While sociology tends to tell the story of nation-making from a 
metropolitan standpoint, she examines traditional questions of nation-formation from a novel 

perspective - that of the colonial subject. Through three years of archival 
research of metropolitan and colonial politics, her research answers: 
Who counts as human in democratic history? How have colonial 
structures shaped how nations construct belonging to the body politic? 
This work shows how, to understand contemporary hegemonic national 
narratives and migration politics, we need to center the historical 
legacies of the founding contradiction of freedom and colonial slavery, 
and its aftermath. Ricarda has also written about the decolonization of 
knowledge, the racial legacies of civil politics and the possibilities for 
sociological imagination that starts from the perspectives of colonized 
subjects. These works have been published in Sociology of Race and 
Ethnicity, Politics, Power and Social Theory, and Teaching Sociology. 

KARIN A. C. JOHNSON 

Karin A. C. Johnson’s dissertation comparatively studies how incoming 
foreign student flows to the UAE, Russia, and South Africa are shaped 
by higher education institutions’ implementation of national 
internationalization policies. Her recent publications include, “9/11 and 
International Student Visa Issuance” and her co-authored work has also 
appeared in interdisciplinary international academic journals. Karin’s 
research informs her teaching in courses such as Introduction to 
Statistics, Organizations, and Economic and Political Globalization and 
Development. Karin will complete her dissertation in June 2020. 
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TAMRA L. GILBERTSON 

I am a PhD candidate in political economy and environmental 
sociology at the University of Tennessee. My dissertation probes 
questions of conflict in social power relations of the Colombian coal 
mining sector through the lens of repression, violence and social 
justice at three levels: the globalized economy, the role of the state, 
and experiences of impacted communities. Based on 14 months of 
field research in Colombia, funded by a US Student Fulbright, I aim 
to offer fresh insights into the connections between fossil fuel 
extraction and parallel environmental and social violence, within the 
framework of environmental and climate justice. I hold a double BS 
in biology and zoology from Humboldt State University, and a 
masters degree in public health (MPH) from Universitat Pompeu 
Fabra and Universitat Autònoma de Barcelona. With over 15 years of 

experience collaborating with a wide range of networks including social movements, academics 
and NGOs, my work is informed by a scholar-activist network and communities committed to 
furthering social and environmental justice. As a founder and co-director of Carbon Trade Watch 
and former project coordinator of the Environmental Justice Project of the Transnational 
Institute, my commitment to social, climate and environmental justice has been at the core of my 
work. My past investigations have resulted in a durable body of research and extensive 
international field experience with Indigenous Peoples, Afro-Colombian leaders, Quilombolas, 
small-scale farmers, youth, women’s groups, fishing communities, trade unions and others, in 
diverse locations including: Brazil, Colombia, India, Indonesia, Thailand, and South Africa. I 
speak fluent Castellano/Spanish, advanced Brazilian Portuguese, and beginning Català and 
French.  
 
 

YAGMUR KARAKAYA 

My dissertation, Disentangling Contemporary Ottoman Nostalgia in Turkey: Popular and 
Political Forms of Collective Memory, examines the contemporary Ottoman revival in the 
making as a dynamic process between two forms: state-sponsored neo-Ottomanism observable in 

public displays, and the entertainment-oriented popular Ottomania 
exemplified by leisure activities. Using ethnography and 
interviews, my dissertation brings together state-led efforts and 
popular culture while investigating the response of a diverse array 
of non-elite Turkish citizens. I argue that the ruling Justice of 
Development Party (AKP) has coopted popular iterations of the 
Ottoman past, monopolizing them to create an emotional 
connection between citizens and the state’s populist project. 
However, people are interpellated by this populist, emotional 
project depending on their historically shaped subjective positions. 
My dissertation brings back agency to the debates surrounding 
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populism, arguing that populist rhetoric does not register in the same way with different groups. 
Introducing the role of emotions into the dynamic link between nostalgia and populism, disrupts 
the relationship between the narrative script and the audience response. In other words, emotions 
intrinsic to nostalgia and populism do not sweep people away equally; I show when it does, why 
and under what conditions. In my article in American Journal of Cultural Sociology, I argue that 
state-led populist nostalgia mobilizes both emotions and reflexive cognition to shape political 
engagement. 
 

DANA KORNBERG 

Dana Kornberg is an urban, economic, and environmental sociologist and is currently a doctoral 
candidate in Sociology at the University of Michigan. Working in the United States and India, 
she uses ethnographic and qualitative methods to examine how environmental and economic 
institutions are shaped by variegated forms of state power and social differences such as race and 
caste. She has written about the politics of water governance in metropolitan Detroit and the City 
of Flint and the persistence of informal recycling amid centralized waste management initiatives 
in contemporary Delhi. Her dissertation, which will provide material for a first book project, 
draws on 20 months of ethnographic fieldwork in Delhi and explains how the informal garbage 
collection and recycling system has survived the threat of mechanization and displacement. Her 
research finds that the economy of waste depends on relations and practices based on caste and 
community, which conflict with state-supported programs. Kornberg’s work has been published 
in the International Journal of Urban & Regional Research, Critical Sociology, and Local 
Environment. 
 

BEN MANSKI  

Ben Manski studies the participation of ordinary people in the deliberate 
constitution of their societies. His work takes in social movements, law, 
politics, climate and ecology, focusing on comparative democratization 
and constitutionalism, as well as global governance and movements, 
and he has published widely on these themes. He is a PhD candidate in 
Sociology at the UC Santa Barbara, a Liberty Tree Fellow, IPS 
Associate Fellow, Next System Project Research Fellow, and Critical 
Realism Network Associated Fellow. Manski practiced law for eight 
years and managed national advocacy organizations, direct action 
campaigns, and political campaigns and parties for over twenty years. 
Selected recent publications include "Introduction: The Dynamics and 
Terrains of Local Democracy and Corporate Power in the 21st Century," with Jackie Smith in 
the Journal of World-Systems Research (2019); “Methodological Approaches to Movement 
Waves and the Making of History,” in The Palgrave Handbook on Social Movements, 
Revolution, and Social Transformation (2019); “No Gods, No Masters, No Coders? The Future 
of Sovereignty in a Blockchain World,” with Sarah Manski in Law & Critique (June 2018); and 
“Beginning the World Again: Social Movements and the Challenge of Constitutional Change,” 
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in Human Rights Of, By, and For the People: How to Critique and Change the U.S. Constitution 
(2017). See www.BenManski.com 
 

LIPON KUMAR MONDAL 

Lipon Kumar Mondal is a doctoral candidate in Sociology at Virginia 
Tech. His research interests include urban sociology, global and 
transnational sociology, global political economy, sociology of 
development, and sociological theory. He has published five peer-reviewed 
journal articles in particular areas, including social transformation, poverty, 
inequality, marginality, and development. He has received the Best 
Graduate Paper Award 2019 from the department for his paper entitled ‘An 
Integrated Theory of Land Dispossession.’ His dissertation title is 
‘Accumulation by Expulsion: Theorizing Displacement, Dispossession, 

and Development in Bangladesh.’ It examines the nexus between the neoliberal market and 
neopatrimonial state that expels the urban poor from their ‘way of life’ and capitalizes on 
displacement, dispossession, and spatial segregation to (re)create neoliberal subalterns, wage 
slaves, and urban outcasts. One of his dissertation chapters (‘Land Acquisition by Belief, Blood, 
Bullet, Button, and Bureaucracy in Bangladesh’) is now under review. He is going to submit an 
article this month entitled “Internal Displacement and Structural Dispossession in Urban 
Bangladesh.” He has drafted another dissertation chapter entitled ‘The Commodification of 
Space and a Theory of Social Transformation’ to submit to a journal. Another dissertation 
chapter (‘A Theory of Justice in Sociology;’ work in progress) focuses how social actors in 
‘exploitation site’ (re)produce injustice and how social actors in ‘protest site’ ensure justice (case 
study: Bangladeshi sweatshop industry in the global value chain). 

JASON C. MUELLER 

My name is Jason C. Mueller, and I am a doctoral candidate in the Department of Sociology at 
the University of California, Irvine. My areas of interests include: Theories of globalization and 
the State; post-colonial politics and development; natural resource extraction; the relationship 
between discursive and politico-economic phenomena; and, historical and comparative methods. 
My dissertation explores the political, economic, and discursive factors that facilitated state-
sponsored population expulsions in Botswana and Zimbabwe, for the sake of attempted 
commodification/capitalization of subterranean diamond reserves in two locales. I have 
preexisting [in the journal Terrorism and Political Violence] and forthcoming [in the 
journal Peace Review] publications on the political, economic, and social factors that have 
facilitated prolonged periods of political violence and upheaval in Somalia. I have also been 
working on several projects pertaining to theory building/expansion in the domains of 
globalization, culture, and political economy, including; (1) a manuscript bridging the insights of 
the late Nicos Poulantzas with current theories of globalization and development [forthcoming 
in Progress in Development Studies]; and, with a colleague at UC-Irvine, (2)  a manuscript that 
puts World-Systems Analysis in dialog with the Cultural Political Economy approach, creating a 
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holistic framework for studying the interplay between semiotic and material phenomena as it 
pertains to social movements, populism, and more [forthcoming in Critical Sociology]. 
Feel free to contact me at: muellej1@uci.edu 
 

ROSHAN PANDIAN 

Roshan Pandian is a PhD candidate in the Department of Sociology at Indiana University. His 
areas of interest include comparative political economy, development, globalization, 
stratification, and gender.  His research examines how globalization shapes developmental and 
distributional outcomes in the Global South. In addition, he is interested in how the process of 
economic development and political/economic/ social globalization shapes the attitudes and 
behaviors of individuals. He primarily uses quantitative-comparative methods and most of his 

work is cross-national in scope. His research appears in Social 
Forces, Population & Development Review, and Sociology of 
Development. In addition to research, he has taught advanced 
quantitative methods, as well as introductory sociology at 
Indiana University. He holds master's degrees in applied 
statistics and sociology from Indiana University. For more 
information, please visit his website: rpandian.com 

 

JEFFREY SWINDLE 

Jeffrey Swindle is a doctoral candidate in Sociology at the University of 
Michigan. His dissertation engages with theories of global cultural 
diffusion. Three contributions of his project are: (1) the identification of 
precise diffusion pathways of global and competing cultural scripts and 
an evaluation of their unique effects on lay people; (2) an assessment the 
direct and indirect effects of targeted foreign aid as a source of people's 
personal exposure to global cultural scripts; and (3) the integration of 
theories of public, declarative, and nondeclarative culture with literature 
on global cultural diffusion to understand the effects of foreign aid on 
what people say and do. In doing so, he looks specifically at the case of 
violence against women in Malawi and uses a combination of qualitative 
and quantitative data in his analyses. In other work, Jeff examines global attitudes on violence 
against women, perceptions of countries, and cultural influences on migration. He has published 
in Demography, City and Community, and Sociology of Development. 
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PATRICIA WARD 

Trish is a PhD Candidate at Boston University. Her research focuses on the role of local labor in 
humanitarian aid operations. In an era marked by protracted humanitarian conflicts, and in a 
climate where aid funding is stated to be in decline globally, stakeholders in the transnational aid 

sector are calling for more aid “localization”: the reliance upon 
nationally-based and local actors in aid delivery and operations. Her 
project specifically asks: How do international aid organizations (IAOs) 
use local populations to conduct their work? How do IAOs’ use of local 
workers affect the local workers themselves? And how do local workers 
affect the implementation of organizations’ projects? Her dissertation 
explores these shifts in the context of Jordan, given that the Kingdom 
and the Middle East more broadly are considered major aid hubs in the 
global arena. Trish conducted interviews with over 90 workers in both 
rural and urban areas of Jordan in 2017-2018 for this research, and her 
findings document how localization is creating new forms of labor and 

relationships between and among workers and their communities as they try to navigate and meet 
their employers' contradictory—and confusing—expectations of them as "local" employees . 
Trish's work contributes to, and extends, sociological scholarship on transnational labor 
dynamics beyond profit-driven entities; and shows how globalization processes in a neoliberal 
era reinscribe colonial and gender hierarchies through work dynamics that have yet to be fully 
acknowledged. 
 

JAKE WATSON 

Jake Watson is a PhD Candidate in Sociology at Boston University. He holds a BA in Sociology 
from Warwick University and an MA in Migration Studies from Sussex University. Jake's 
dissertation addresses the contemporary dynamics of refugee humanitarianism in the United 
States and Uganda. Specifically, he explores how the organization of refugee humanitarianism 
socially constructs refugees in ways that impact their access to scarce resources and local 
incorporation experiences. Jake studies these processes across two 
dimensions of the refugee regime: selection for refugee resettlement and 
integration dynamics in cities. He employs a mixed methods approach, 
including interviews, fieldwork, archival research, and quantitative 
analysis of previously unreleased administrative data. Jake's previous 
research has been published in the European Journal of Sociology, 
Ethnic and Racial Studies, the International Journal of Urban and 
Regional Research, Sociology of Race and Ethnicity, and Identities: 
Global Studies in Culture and Power. In 2018, he was awarded the 
GATS section award for best graduate student paper for "Family 
Ideation, Immigration, and the Racial State: Explaining Divergent 
Family Reunification Policies between Britain and the US." 
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MUSTAFA YAVAS 

I am a PhD Candidate in Sociology at Yale University. My research projects cluster around three 
broad categories: inequality, class and culture; political sociology, and social networks. In my 
dissertation, “White-Collar Blues? The Making of the Global Middle 
Class in Turkey,” I explore the intertwined processes of globalization 
and class formation, with a particular focus on the quality of work life 
of elite Turkish business professionals in Istanbul and New York City. 
Drawing from over 100 interviews, I follow the members of this 
evolving stratum through the employment life course: i) selection into, 
ii) surviving, and iii) opting-out of high-prestige and high-salary jobs at 
transnational corporations. My dissertation on the formation of the 
global middle classes builds on my experience with previous research 
that revolved around various boundary processes that manifest themselves in social, spatial, 
economic, and cultural settings, including homophily in social networks, residential segregation 
by income, and collective identity formation in social movements. In addition to my dissertation, 
I am working on a project that aims to map the field of political opinion in contemporary Turkey 
and its change over time to illuminate the rise of authoritarianism by combining automated text 
analysis with social networks. mustafa.yavas@yale.edu 
 
 

SPECIAL FEATURE 
THE SOCIOLOGY OF PRIVATIZED SECURITY 

EDITED BY ORI SWED AND THOMAS CROSBIE (2018, SPRINGER) 

With renewed threats of violence in Iran and the resurgence of Erik Prince in the Trump 
administration, the study of privatized security is timelier than ever. Aarushi Bandari recently 
interviewed editor Ori Swed about the new volume. 
 
The first book dedicated to the sociology of privatized security, this collection studies the 
important global trend of shifting security from public to private hands and the associated rise 
of Private Military and Security Companies (PMSCs) and their contractors. The volume first 
explores the trend itself, making important historical and theoretical revisions to the existing 
social science of private security. These chapters discuss why rulers buy, rent and create 
private militaries, why mercenaries have become private patriots, and why the legitimacy of 
military missions is undermined by the use of contractors. The next section challenges the idea 
that states have a monopoly on legitimate violence and questions our legal and economic 
assumptions about private security. The collection concludes with a discussion of the 
contractors themselves, focusing on gender, race, ethnicity, and other demographic factors. 
Featuring a mix of qualitative and quantitative methods and a range of theoretical and 
methodological innovations, this book will inspire sociologists to examine, with fresh eyes, the 
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behind-the-scenes tension between the high drama of war and conflict and the mundane 
realities of privatized security contractors and their everyday lives. 
 
Aarushi: What was your inspiration for the edited volume? 
  
Ori: This book started as a known unknown. We knew and admired the rich body of work being 
produced by political scientists, international relations scholars, legal scholars and historians (as 
well as a handful of sociologists) on the emerging private military and security industry. We 
knew about and were concerned with the political consequences of this development, with its 
nasty barbs of undermining legitimacy, stability and professionalism in the conduct of war and 
security operations. And we knew that we didn’t know what this meant from a sociological 
perspective. With time, this known unknown transformed before our eyes into an unknown 
known. In other words, we realized that many of our fellow 
sociologists were as concerned as we were with establishing and 
promoting a sociological perspective on the privatization of security. 
The problem changed from one of disciplinary neglect to one of 
disciplinary resistance. In The Sociology of Privatized Security, we 
present a collection of nine chapters written by more than a dozen 
sociologists on a topic that is widely discussed in the public sphere 
but almost absent from the discipline. The book came about for that 
very reason: we want to bring this important topic into disciplinary 
discussion, to push our colleagues to take seriously the global trend 
toward privatizing security and military affairs as something that 
really matters to contemporary societies and to social life. 
 
Sociological discussion on questions of power and coercion 
generally focuses on the state and its armed forces and law 
enforcement agencies. Those actors have much power and effectively 
are the agents for the state’s implementation of its coercion via violence. Powerful as they are, 
those actors are also bound by heavy regulation, restricted by checks and balances, and obligated 
to levels of transparency. Though far from being perfect, those regulatory and 
monitoring measures exist and by and large function. The trend we explore challenges this 
conception. It shows that the monopoly of the means of violence, held by the state and 
commissioned by its armed forces and law enforcement agencies, is no more. States rely more 
and more heavily on private military and security companies not just to complement the military 
and other agencies, but to replace them in key functions. The implication of that transformation 
is the introduction of the market into the field of coercion (making it a market for coercion), a 
place in which private companies offer and use military grade capacities for profit. This market 
is not regulated or overseen in the ways that the traditional actors in the field have been. These 
dramatic changes are rarely addressed by sociologists, regardless of their weighty implications 
for what we understand as the state and its coercive force. We view our edited volume as the 
vanguard of sociological inquiry of this newly emerging field of study. 
 
Aarushi: How does the volume contribute to the GATS section? Why would it be interesting to 
members?  
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Ori: The privatization of security is a global phenomenon that involves states big and small, 
transnational organizations and small businesses. It affects many segments of the international 
workforce, especially in the global south but also among specialists in rich countries. Consider 
one typically transnational case: Sierra Leonian child soldiers are employed by American 
companies to provide armed security against local Sunni insurgent for European NATO forces in 
Iraq. The U.S. is not the only actor outsourcing security. Russia, China, Israel, Turkey, United 
Kingdom, as well as non-state actors such as the UN or aid organizations, all rely on private 
security firms. The questions we may want to think about as GATS sociologists are the 
following: who is providing security services to whom? What are the purposes and power 
structures behind those relations? And how do these processes exacerbate patterns of inequality 
and injustice globally? Sociologists interested in transnational and global phenomena would do 
well not only to recognize and acknowledge new geopolitical norms surrounding the use of 
private security, but also to contribute to the vibrant interdisciplinary debate over their proper use 
and regulation. The sociological perspective is missing. This volume is trying above all to fix 
that, but we will need help from other members of the section! 
  
Aarushi: What are some ways in which the volume contributes to contemporary news-media 
conversations about private security? In other words, why is this collection relevant to our times? 
  
Ori: Instead of a sensational look that focuses on a handful of anecdotes we provide an in-depth 
perspective to an important social, political, and economic phenomenon. Our contributors make 
clear that while the privatization of security may feel like a strange new development, in fact, it 
reflects centuries-long processes of states monopolizing and then offloading legitimate forms of 
violence. Our contributors explore security privatization from a number of fascinating vantage 
points: what it is like to be a black South African guarding a rich white compound against the 
imagined threats of other black bodies, how legal processes blur the boundary between state and 
corporation on the field of battle, and where and when privatization proceeds or stalls on the 
world's stage. We also ask hard questions about what we really know about the contractors who 
fight wars in our name, but about whom virtually no meaningful information is made public. All 
of these topics intersect with precisely the sorts of questions about inequality and injustice that 
are driving debate in the public sphere today. 
 
 
Ori Swed is Assistant Professor at Texas Tech University. Dr. Swed studies world polities and 
organizations in the context of peace and conflict. His current research focuses on the recent 
global trend of the privatization of security, with emphasis on accountability aspects.  
 
Thomas Crosbie is a Postdoctoral Research Fellow at the Center for Research on Military 
Organization in the Department of Sociology at the University of Maryland. His research focuses 
broadly on the ways in which militaries and other state agencies shape and are shaped by their 
political environments. His work in the fields of sociology and military history has previously 
been published in Media, War and Conflict, Comparative Sociology and Parameters. 
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AWARDS AND TRANSITIONS 
 
 
Lauren Duquette-Rury (formerly UCLA) has accepted a tenure-track assistant professor of 
sociology position at Wayne State University. 
 
Section member Michael W. Yarbrough received the Law & Association Article Prize for his 
article, “Very Long Engagements: The Persistent Authority of Bridewealth in a Post-Apartheid 
South African Community,” published in Law & Social Inquiry in 2018. 
 
R. Scott Frey, professor of sociology and co-director of the Center for the Study of Social Justice 
at the University of Tennessee-Knoxville, passed away December 24 due to complications from 
a stroke. 
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MEET YOUR NEW OFFICERS (PART 2) 
 

 JEONG-WOO KOO 

Very glad to serve as a new Council Member of GATS! 
Let me briefly introduce myself. I am currently Associate 
Professor of Sociology at Sungkyunkwan University, 
which is based in Seoul, South Korea. At Sungkyunkwan, 
I’m also serving as Chair of the Sociology Department as 
well as Director of the Sungkyunkwan Center for Human 
Rights and Development. I’m also very proud of serving 
as Manager of SSK Human Rights Forum 
(sskhumanrights.org), which is an international 
consortium for the study of human rights. I received a 
Ph.D. in Sociology from Stanford University in 2007 and 
conducted research at Harvard University under the 
2015-2016 Harvard-Yenching Fellowship. Since 2016, 
I’ve participated in the International Consortium on 
Closing Civil Space (i-Con) organized by the Center for 
Strategic and International Studies (CSIS) working 

closely with academics, practitioners, and advocates concerned with the retreat of civil society 
worldwide. My main research interests concern global and national human rights, specifically 
focusing on human rights measurement, human rights surveys, human rights database, and using 
machine learning techniques for human rights study. I’ve also recently joined Human Rights 
Measurement Initiative (HRMI) as an ambassador and am helping to extend HRMI’s data 
coverage to South Korea. As an international scholar based in Seoul, South Korea, I’ve always 
felt that the section needs to engage further with scholars and researchers in other parts of the 
world, including the global South. We need to make a broad appeal to non-US-based researchers 
who are willing to share their knowledge and experience with us. In this way, we could make the 
section more resilient and relevant. Since I’m elected, I’ll make sure that I work very closely 
with my colleagues, seek to broaden scholarship as well as network of global sociology, and will 
do my best to make the section continue to grow! 
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MONIKA KRAUSE 

From the moment I first joined, I've felt that there was a special energy around the section for 
Global and Transnational Sociology. This must be partly because it is a relatively young section 
and its founders and officers have thought anew 
about bringing people and ideas together through 
established as well as novel formats. I am glad to 
now have the chance to contribute as your secretary-
treasurer. I am an Assistant Professor in Sociology 
at the London School of Economics where I also co-
direct the interdisciplinary initiative LSE Human 
Rights. My research addresses comparative 
questions about forms of expertise, professions, 
organization and fields of practice. Most of my 
empirical work has been on NGOs. My book The 
Good Project: Humanitarian Relief NGOs and the 
Fragmentation of Reason (Chicago University Press 
2014) examines the shared space of humanitarian 
relief organizations through in-depth interviews with 
desk officers. I am also doing research on 
international human rights organizations and environmental conservation NGOs. I am currently 
working on a paper drawing on interviews with managers in international mission agencies. I am 
interested in the (global) history of the social sciences and in social theory and methods, and I 
enjoy reading and writing conceptual papers. My PhD is from NYU, so I look forward to 
returning to New York this year and seeing and meeting you there. 
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MEMBER PUBLICATIONS 
 

BOOKS 

ALMEIDA, PAUL. 2019. SOCIAL MOVEMENTS: THE STRUCTURE OF 
COLLECTIVE MOBILIZATION. UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA PRESS. 
 

Social Movements cleverly translates the art of collective action and 
mobilization by excluded groups to facilitate understanding social change 
from below. Students learn the core components of social movements, 
the theory and methods used to study them, and the conditions under 
which they can lead to political and social transformation. This fully 
class-tested book is the first to be organized along the lines of the major 
subfields of social movement scholarship—framing, movement 
emergence, recruitment, and outcomes—to provide comprehensive 
coverage in a single core text.  
 
 
 

 
COLLINS, CAITLYN. 2019. MAKING MOTHERHOOD WORK: HOW 
WOMEN MANAGE CAREERS AND CAREGIVING. PRINCETON 
UNIVERSITY PRESS. 

The work-family conflict that mothers experience today is a 
national crisis. Women struggle to manage breadwinning with 
the bulk of parenting. Social policies don’t help. Of all Western 
industrialized countries, the United States ranks dead last for 
supportive work-family policies. Can American women look to 
European policies for solutions? Making Motherhood Work 
draws on interviews conducted over five years with 135 middle-
class working mothers in Sweden, Germany, Italy, and the 
United States. She explores how women navigate work and 
family given the different policy supports available in each 
country. Taking readers into women’s homes, neighborhoods, 
and workplaces, Collins shows that mothers’ desires and 
expectations depend heavily on context. In Sweden―renowned 
for its gender-equal policies―mothers assume they will receive 
support from their partners, employers, and the government. In 
the former East Germany, with its history of mandated 
employment, mothers don’t feel conflicted about working, but some curtail their work hours and 
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ambitions. Mothers in western Germany and Italy, where maternalist values are strong, are 
stigmatized for pursuing careers. Meanwhile, American working mothers stand apart for their 
guilt and worry. Collins shows that policies alone cannot solve women’s struggles. Easing them 
will require a deeper understanding of cultural beliefs about gender equality, employment, and 
motherhood. With women held to unrealistic standards in all four countries, the best solutions 
demand redefining redefine motherhood, work, and family. Women need not accept their work-
family conflict as inevitable. 
 
 
 
DUQUETTE-RURY, L. (2019). EXIT AND VOICE: THE PARADOX OF 
CROSS-BORDER POLITICS IN MEXICO. UNIVERSITY OF 
CALIFORNIA PRESS. 

Sometimes leaving home allows you to make an impact on it—
but at what cost? Exit and Voice is a compelling account of how 
Mexican migrants with strong ties to their home communities 
impact the economic and political welfare of the communities 
they have left behind. In many decentralized democracies like 
Mexico, migrants have willingly stepped in to supply public 
goods when local or state government lack the resources or 
political will to improve the town. Though migrants’ cross-
border investments often improve citizens’ access to essential 
public goods and create a more responsive local government, 
their work allows them to unintentionally exert political 
engagement and power, undermining the influence of those still 
living in their hometowns. In looking at the paradox of migrants 
who have left their home to make an impact on it, Exit and 
Voice sheds light on how migrant transnational engagement 
refashions the meaning of community, democratic governance, 

and practices of citizenship in the era of globalization. Lauren Duquette-Rury is Assistant 
Professor of Sociology at Wayne State University. 
 
 
 
 
FITZGERALD, DAVID. 2019. REFUGE BEYOND REACH: HOW RICH 
DEMOCRACIES REPEL ASYLUM SEEKERS. OXFORD AND NEW 
YORK: OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS. 
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In Refuge beyond Reach, David Scott FitzGerald traces how rich 
democracies have deliberately and systematically shut down most legal 
paths to safety. Drawing on official government documents, 
information obtained via WikiLeaks, and interviews with asylum 
seekers, he finds that for ninety-nine percent of refugees, the only way 
to find safety in one of the prosperous democracies of the Global North 
is to reach its territory and then ask for asylum. FitzGerald shows how 
the US, Canada, Europe, and Australia comply with the letter of the 
law while violating the spirit of those laws through a range of 
deterrence methods - first designed to keep out Jews fleeing the Nazis - 
that have now evolved into a pervasive global system of “remote 
control.” While some of the most draconian remote control practices 

continue in secret, FitzGerald identifies some pressure points and finds that a diffuse 
humanitarian obligation to help those in need is more difficult for governments to evade than the 
law alone.   
 
FREY, R. SCOTT, PAUL K. GELLERT AND HARRY F. DAHMS, EDS. 
2019. ECOLOGICALLY UNEQUAL EXCHANGE: ENVIRONMENTAL 
INJUSTICE IN COMPARATIVE AND HISTORICAL PERSPECTIVE. 
LONDON: PALGRAVE MACMILLAN.  

At a time of societal urgency surrounding ecological crises from 
depleted fisheries to mineral extraction and potential pathways 
towards environmental and ecological justice, this book re-
examines ecologically unequal exchange (EUE) from a historical 
and comparative perspective. The theory of ecologically unequal 
exchange posits that core or northern consumption and capital 
accumulation is based on peripheral or southern environmental 
degradation and extraction. In other words, structures of social and 
environmental inequality between the Global North and Global 
South are founded in the extraction of materials from, as well as 
displacement of waste to, the South. This volume represents a set 
of tightly interlinked papers with the aim to assess ecologically 
unequal exchange and to move it forward. Chapters are organised 
into three main sections: theoretical foundations and critical 

reflections on ecologically unequal exchange; empirical research on mining, deforestation, 
fisheries, and the like; and strategies for responding to the adverse consequences associated with 
unequal ecological exchange. Scholars as well as advanced undergraduate and graduate students 
will benefit from the spirited re-evaluation and extension of ecologically unequal exchange 
theory, research, and praxis.  
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GIBSON, CHRISTOPHER L. 2019. MOVEMENT-DRIVEN 
DEVELOPMENT: THE POLITICS OF HEALTH AND DEMOCRACY IN 
BRAZIL. STANFORD 

In the late twentieth and early twenty-first centuries, Brazil 
improved the health and well-being of its populace more than any 
other large democracy in the world. In Movement-Driven 
Development, Christopher L. Gibson combines rigorous 
statistical, fuzzy-set, and case study analysis to argue that this 
transformation resulted from subnational mobilizations by 
"sanitarista" activists in the country's Sanitarist Movement. This 
activism permitted Brazil—a country long infamous for its severe 
inequality, rampant infant mortality, and clientelist politics—to 
usher in an unprecedented twenty-five-year transformation of its 
public health institutions and social development outcomes. The 
book highlights how sanitaristas fostered these outcomes by 
leveraging local-level democratic offices to gradually but 
persistently implement primary public health policies that helped 
materialize the universal right of all Brazilians to health. In 
explaining why and how this occurred unevenly throughout urban 
Brazil, the book develops a new theory of movement-driven development that illustrates how 
locally-rooted activists can advance progressive social change far more than alternative 
frameworks allow for. In doing so, it shows how in large democracies like Brazil, activists can 
both deepen the quality of local democracy and improve human development outcomes 
previously thought be outside the control of civil society. 
 
 

LAWSON, GEORGE. 2019. ANATOMIES OF 
REVOLUTION. CAMBRIDGE UNIVERSITY PRESS. 
 
 
Recent years have seen renewed interest in the study of revolution. 
Spurred by events like the 2011 uprisings in North Africa and the 
Middle East, the rise of Islamic State, and the emergence of populism, 
a new age of revolution has generated considerable interest. Yet, even 
as empirical studies of revolutions are thriving, there has been a stall in 
theories of revolution. Anatomies of Revolution offers a novel account 
of how revolutions begin, unfold and end. By combining insights from 
international relations, sociology, and global history, it outlines the 
benefits of a 'global historical sociology' of revolutionary change, one 
in which international processes take centre stage. Featuring a wide 

range of cases from across modern world history, this is a comprehensive account of one of the 
world's most important processes. It will interest students and scholars studying revolutions, 
political conflict and contentious politics in sociology, politics and international relations.  
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LI, YAO. 2019. PLAYING BY THE INFORMAL RULES—WHY THE 
CHINESE REGIME REMAINS STABLE DESPITE RISING PROTESTS. 
CAMBRIDGE UNIVERSITY PRESS. 
 

 
Growing protests in non-democratic countries are often seen as 
signals of regime decline. China, however, has remained stable 
amid surging protests. Playing by the Informal Rules highlights 
the importance of informal norms in structuring state-protester 
interactions, mitigating conflict, and explaining regime resilience. 
Drawing on a nationwide dataset of protest and multi-sited 
ethnographic research, this book presents a bird's-eye view of 
Chinese contentious politics and illustrates the uneven application 
of informal norms across regions, social groups, and time. 
Through examinations of protests and their distinct implications 
for regime stability, Li offers a novel theoretical framework 
suitable for monitoring the trajectory of political contention in 
China and beyond. Overall, this study sheds new light on political 
mobilization and authoritarian resilience and provides fresh 

perspectives on power, rules, legitimacy, and resistance in modern societies. 
 
 
SANYAL, PAROMITA. 2018. ORAL DEMOCRACY: DELIBERATION IN 
INDIAN VILLAGE ASSEMBLIES. CAMBRIDGE UNIVERSITY PRESS. 
 

 
Oral Democracy studies citizens' voices in civic and political 
deliberations in India's gram sabhas (village assemblies), the 
largest deliberative institution in human history. It analyses nearly 
three hundred transcripts of gram sabhas, sampled within the 
framework of a natural experiment, allowing the authors to study 
how state policy affects the quality of discourse, citizens' 
discursive performances and state enactments embodied by 
elected leaders and public officials. By drawing out the varieties 
of speech apparent in citizen and state interactions, their analysis 
shows that citizens' oral participation in development and 
governance can be improved by strengthening deliberative spaces 
through policy. Even in conditions of high inequality and 
illiteracy, gram sabhas can create discursive equality by 
developing the 'oral competence' of citizens and establishing a 

space in which they can articulate their interests. The authors develop the concept of 'oral 
democracy' to aid the understanding of deliberative systems in non-Western and developing 
countries. This title is also available as Open Access. 
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SEGRAVE, MARIE AND NANCY A. WONDERS (EDS.). 2019. 
TRANSFORMING BORDERS FROM BELOW: THEORY AND 
RESEARCH FROM ACROSS THE GLOBE. SPECIAL ISSUE OF 
THEORETICAL CRIMINOLOGY 22(2). 
 

 
The articles in this Special Issue examine a variety of places and 
contexts where migrants are climbing social, economic, political 
and discursive fences, claiming rights, resisting criminalization 
and demanding fair and humane treatment, often in collaboration 
with allies. All of the articles feature sophisticated theoretical 
insights and useful conceptual tools for examining how and why 
actions from below transform borders, adding nuance and 
complexity to the existing criminological literature on borders and 
mobility. All of the articles also draw on rich empirical 
research—from across the EU, the USA and the Asia Pacific 
region—to illuminate strategies and tactics employed by ordinary 
people to challenge, reimagine and transform borders and 
bordering.  
 

 
 
ZHAN, SHAOHUA. (2019). THE LAND QUESTION IN CHINA: 
AGRARIAN CAPITALISM, INDUSTRIOUS REVOLUTION, AND EAST 
ASIAN DEVELOPMENT. NEW YORK: ROUTLEDGE. 
 
 
The Land Question in China questions the inevitability and 
practicability of full-scale, land- intensive capitalist agriculture 
in China, whilst analyzing the labor-intensive industrious 
revolution as an alternative rural development path. It presents 
a critical account of the recent rise of agrarian capitalism as a 
force that would undermine hundreds of millions of people’s 
livelihoods. The book argues that vigorous rural development 
with broad access to land offers a solution to mitigate 
precarious urban employment and population pressure in the 
neoliberal era, while the transfer of land from villagers to large 
producers and urban investors will exacerbate these problems. 
Comparisons with South Africa and the East Asian economies 
of Japan, South Korea, and Taiwan further illustrate this and 
help to develop a new interpretation of the industrious 
revolution and its contemporary relevance. 
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