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CHAIR’S MESSAGE 
 
It is a great pleasure to see how vibrant our 
community is. Your productivity and the 
diversity of your scholarship, if our newsletter 
can be a proximate indicator, is outstanding. 
You research, teach and publish not only on all 
parts of the world, but also on practically all 
aspects of our social worlds: racial inequality 
and history, democracy, women’s organization, 
health inequality, human rights, social 
movements, urban politics, comparative 
education, LGBTQ legislation, supranational 
organizations, science, labor and workers’ 
rights, food and the environment. Above all, 
however, there has been a marked increase in 
your attention to migration, whether the 
objective demographic and geographical trends 
or the politics of immigration in various nation-
states, including ours. It seems to me that our 
specializations and expertise cover all other 
sections of the ASA. Even a cursory look at the 
program of this year’s Annual Meeting indicates 

that our colleagues in other sections also increasingly attend to global and transnational 
dynamics of their subdisciplinary research topics. Another trend I find refreshing is the 
engagement of American sociologists with critical social theory not just from within the US and 
not just from within sociology. Would you have expected an ASA session dedicated to the 
scholarship of Stuart Hall even just few years ago?   
 
We have much to contribute to this critical turn in American Sociology and that is why I 
solicited an interview for this edition of our Newsletter with Julian Go, our incoming Chair, 
about his recent book Postcolonial Thought and Social Theory (Oxford, 2017). I am grateful to 
Professor Crystal Fleming for the care she took in reading the book and engaging Julian Go 
with her questions. 
 
We also continue featuring our section’s publication winners, this time spotlighting Lauren 
Duquette’s article in the American Sociological Review on migrants’ hometown associations; 
Tianna Paschel’s book Becoming Black Political Subjects: Movements and Ethno-Racial Rights 
in Colombia and Brazil; and winner of the best international scholar award, Emanuel 
Deutschmann’s article in Social Science Research “The Spatial Structure of Transnational 
Human Activity.” 
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I am especially pleased to include two short pieces on issues of public concern in the news, by 
Professors Timothy Gill and Donald Light on US interventions in other countries’ elections and 
US drug prices, respectively.  
 
Hope to see many of you in Philadelphia at one of our many exciting events. 
 
Zsuzsa 
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THE GLOBAL AND TRANSNATIONAL 
SOCIOLOGY SECTION’S EVENTS 

AT THE 2018 ANNUAL MEETING, PHILADELPHIA, AUGUST 11-14 

 
SATURDAY 
Graduate Student and Postdoc Mentoring Event.  
August 12th, 4:30-6:30 PM. 
The lobby of the Ritz-Carleton Hotel, in Philadelphia’s historic Girard Trust Co. Building, 
located at 10 Avenue of the Arts. (This takes place directly before our reception.) 
 
1686. Joint Reception: Section on Comparative-Historical Sociology; Section on History of 
Sociology; Section Global and Transnational Sociology; and Section on Human Rights 
Philadelphia Marriott Downtown, Salon J, Level 5, 6:30- 8:10pm 
 
MONDAY 
3183. Meeting. Section on Global and Transnational Sociology Business Meeting  
Philadelphia Marriott Downtown, Salon G, Level 5, 9:30- 10:10am 
 
3267. Section on Global and Transnational Sociology. Methodological Innovations in 
Studying Globalization and Transnational Social Relations  
Philadelphia Marriott Downtown, Franklin Hall 3, Level 4, 10:30am-12:10pm  
Session Organizer: Zsuzsa Gille, Univ of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign  

 Reflections on Incorporated Comparison and its Application in Global Food Regime 
Analysis Philip D. McMichael, Cornell University  

 Mobilities and the Relational Turn for a Transnational Sociology Mimi Sheller, Drexel 
University  

 Theorizing Beyond Nation-States Julian Go, Boston University  
 De-Nationalizing the Transnational, Historicizing the Global: Methodological Issues in 

Migration and Diaspora Studies Radhika Mongia, York University  
Discussant: Zsuzsa Gille, Univ of Illinois-Urbana-Champaign 

 
Description: 
As we’re approaching the 30th anniversary of the explosion of globalization onto the sociological 
scene, it is time to take stock and critically evaluate what we have learned from our efforts to 
meet the methodological challenges of studying the global and the transnational. This panel 
showcases a range of methodological innovations in sociology, such as incorporated comparison; 
mobility studies, the transnationalization of the Bourdeusian concept of the field, and the study 
of transmigrants and people on the move, among others. Concrete empirical examples will 
demonstrate creative ways of identifying the unit(s) of analysis, designing data collection, and 
models of connecting parts to wholes and theory to data.  
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3467. Section on Global and Transnational Sociology. Racial Slavery, Colonialism, and 
Global White Supremacy  
Philadelphia Marriott Downtown, Franklin Hall 3, Level 4, 2:30-4:10pm  
Session Organizer: Moon-Kie Jung, University of Massachusetts  
Presider: Cedric de Leon, Tufts University  
Panelists: Participants: 

 Andy Clarno, University of Illinois at Chicago 
 Crystal Fleming, Stony Brook University 
 Jae Kyun Kim, University of Southern California 
 Zine Magubane, Boston College 

Discussant: Cedric de Leon, Tufts University 
 
Description: 
We live in a world which has been foundationally shaped for the past five hundred years by the 
realities of European domination and the gradual consolidation of global white supremacy," 
philosopher Charles Mills writes.  The temporal and geographical scope of sociological inquiries 
into this racialized world has been, to understate the obvious, less extensive.  Papers on this 
panel represent cutting-edge research on racial slavery, colonialism, and other topics that pushes 
us to think about racism more historically and globally. 
 
3567. Section on Global and Transnational Sociology. Financial Crisis and the City: A 
Transnational Perspective  
Philadelphia Marriott Downtown, Franklin Hall 3, Level 4, 4:30-6:10pm  
Session Organizer: Michael R. Goldman, University of Minnesota-Twin Cities  

 Predatory Formations Dressed in Wall Street Suits and Algorithmic Math  
Saskia Sassen, Columbia University  

 Pushing the Urban Frontiers: Infrastructure Funding and Local Growth Coalition in 
China’s Relocation Programs  
Yue Du, University of Wisconsin Madison  

 The Vultures are Circling: Real Estate's Tryst with Global Finance in India  
Michael R. Goldman, University of Minnesota-Twin Cities; Devika Narayan, University 
of Minnesota  

 Where Credit is Due: Formalization of Urban Credit Markets for the Poor in India  
Rishi Awatramani, Johns Hopkins 
 

Description: 
Whereas it is common knowledge that housing and real estate were at the heart of the 
2008 financial crisis, scholars and activists are beginning to better understand broader 
changes occurring at the nexus of urban government, finance capital, and large-scale 
urban infrastructure.  The focus of this panel is on the relational conjunctures (Sheppard 
et al. 2015) occurring within these disparate sectors, acknowledging that financing 
infrastructure is not only the fastest growth sector of the global economy but also reflects 
the most prevalent global policy compelling countries to transform cities into “world-
class” global cities.  This panel hopes to go beyond presenting and comparing individual 
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case studies to new scholarship on the transnational forces and relations in and across 
sites and processes. What new transnational configurations have emerged since the 
financial crisis, for example, that reflect co-constitutive practices of state and capital in 
financializing cities and urbanizing finance?  In regions of the global North, ageing 
infrastructure is being refinanced by private equity firms as part of securitized asset 
portfolios linked across continents; how are these risky investments disrupting social 
relations and governance of public urban spaces, services, and goods?  In regions of East 
and South Asia, investors are being handsomely rewarded through their equity and 
structured debt deals in new ‘global’, ’green’, and ‘smart’ cities, transforming the notion 
of urban government while displacing millions from the rural economy.  How can we 
understand these volatile, transnational processes of urban government, finance, and 
sociality? 

 
3183. Section on Global and Transnational Sociology Refereed Roundtable Session 
Philadelphia Marriott Downtown, Salon G, Level 5, 8:30- 9:30am 
Table 01. Agency and Citizenship 
Table 02. Borderlands and 'Ungoverned' Areas 
Table 03. Citizenship and Identity 
Table 04. Climate and Environmentalism 
Table 05. Cross-National Comparisons 
Table 06. Diffusion in Knowledge, Law, and Fashion 
Table 07. Economic Practices and Institutions 
Table 08. Global Migrants 
Table 09. Informal Work in the Global South 
Table 10. Media and Social Media 
Table 11. Middle East and North Africa 
 
Research Clusters: 
Table 12. Arts, Culture, and Religion  
Table 13. Gender and Sexuality  
Table 14. Global Environmental and Climate Crisis  
Table 15. Global Human Rights  
Table 16. Global Populism  
Table 17. Social Movements 
 
 
TUESDAY 
4358. Section on Global and Transnational Sociology. Global Ethnographies  
Philadelphia Marriott Downtown, 413, Level 4, 12:30- 2:10pm  
Session Organizer: Zsuzsa Gille, Univ of Illinois-UrbanaChampaign  

 Ethnographic Toolkit: Ways to Navigate, Understand, and Theorize the Field  
Victoria Reyes, University of California, Riverside  

 Global Ethnography: Bringing in a Feminist Perspective  
Cinzia Solari, University of Massachusetts Boston  
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 Tracing the "Traffic in Women": An Ethnography of a Discourse  
Elizabeth Bernstein, Barnard College, Columbia Univ  

 Beyond Global Experts: Local Experts and Expertise in Globalization Processes  
Tim Rosenkranz, New School for Social Research  

 
Description: 
This session aims to advance innovations in ethnographic methods for studying globalization. If 
globalization is characterized by borderlessness, ever-increasing mobility and processes 
unmoored from concrete locations, what role is there for a traditionally place-bound 
methodology, such as ethnography? Can fieldwork demonstrate how the collective actions of 
individuals and particular institutions partake in producing globalization “from below”? What is 
the relationship between ethnography and a global and transnational theoretical lens? What can 
ethnography tell us about transnational flows of people, capital, goods, and knowledge? How 
does comparative and multi-sited research interrogate the dynamic relationships between 
individuals and organizations in specific locals and broader economic, political, and social 
forces? How might global ethnography help us name power relations that span countries? 
Ultimately, how do we construct and reconstruct theory based on empirical findings in global 
ethnography? The panel will showcase both methodological and data-driven papers. 
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NEWSLETTER EDITOR 
AARUSHI BHANDARI, STONY BROOK 
UNIVERSITY  
 

Dear Section 
Members, 
 
Thank you for the 
timely and amazing 
submissions for this 
lively issue of our 
newsletter. I was 
amazed by the breadth 
and diversity of the 
academic work 
members of this 
section have 

undertaken, and it gives me great pleasure to put it all 
in a single document! 
 
Please continue to submit materials for the next issue 
in the Fall. And speaking of, as I delve deep into the 
dissertation writing stage of my graduate student 
career, I could really use a co-editor to help me put 
together future editions! I quite enjoy this position, 
but the additional help would allow me to continue 
producing these in timely and efficient manners. If 
you are a graduate student in this section interested in 
becoming a co-editor, please email me directly at: 
aarushi.bhandari@stonybrook.edu. 
 
And of course, comments, suggestions and feeback 
are always welcome! I hope you all have meaningful 
summers and look forward to meeting some of you in 
Philadelphia this August! 
 
Aarushi  
 

 

SECTION OFFICERS 2017-2018 

SECTION OFFICERS & 
COUNCIL 
Officers 
Chair: Zsuzsa Gille, Univ of 
Illinois-Urbana-Champaign 2018 
Chair-Elect: Julian Go, Boston 
University 2018 
Past Chair: Peggy Levitt, Wellesley 
College 2018 
Section Secretary/Treasurer: 
Kristen Shorette, Stony Brook 
University 2018 
Student Representative: Nikita 
Carney, University of California - 
Santa Barbara 2018 
Section Council 
Jennifer L. Bair, University of 
Virginia 2019 
Zsuzsa Gille, Univ of Illinois-
Urbana-Champaign 2018 
Kimberly Kay Hoang, University of 
Chicago 2019 
Melanie M. Hughes, University of 
Pittsburgh 2020 
Evan Schofer, University of 
California, Irvine 2020 
Rachel Schurman, University of 
Minnesota 2018 
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SPRING ISSUE EXCLUSIVE! 
POSTCOLONIAL THOUGHT AND SOCIAL THEORY : 

INTERVIEW OF  JULIAN GO BY CRYSTAL M. FLEMING 

Crystal:  Your book "Postcolonial Thought and Social Theory" 
rightly situates Du Bois as a member of the first wave of postcolonial 
theorists. However, Du Bois ultimately left professional sociology and 
the academy altogether. Given Du Bois' departure and his own 
political trajectory, why should those who share his critique of 
imperialism and capitalism remain invested in academic sociology?   
 

Julian: First off, 
let me say that I am 
honored by 
Professor 
Fleming’s questions. They are on the spot, 
and this question in particular is pressing. 
For it also raises the larger question: why are 
we in the academy at all?  
 
My own view is that no one should be in the 
academy. If one does not want to be in it, 

don’t. However, my own view is that the academy, and academic sociology in particular, can be 
a generative site for critiques of empire and for generating critical knowledge. I would surmise 
that even Du Bois, for instance, benefited from his relationship to the academy. Yes, it was a 
vexed relationship. And yes, Du Bois was ill-treated by the academy. But he was able to produce 
important works of scholarship while being a part of the academy. He researched and wrote The 
Philadelphia Negro while affiliated with the University of Pennsylvania. And his “Atlanta 
School” produced invaluable knowledge from within the (relative) privilege of academia. 
Academic institutions provided the platform and resources for his work that, as Morris shows in 
The Scholar Denied, was widely influential (even if some strands of sociology didn’t 
acknowledge its influence at the time). 
 
But the benefits from academic sociology are not just about resources and platforms. The content 
of knowledge produced by academic sociology is also worthy. Here my book walks a fine line. 
The book, after all, is animated by a postcolonial critique of disciplinary sociology. I argue that 
the insights of earlier postcolonial and anticolonial thinkers, including Du Bois but also Fanon 
and Cesaire, as well as later postcolonial thinkers like Edward Said, enable us to see things about 
sociology that we might not so readily see. And what we see isn’t great. We see sociology’s 
Eurocentrism, its occlusions of empire and colonialism, its analytic bifurcations, its denial of 
subaltern agency and subaltern perspectives.  
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Yet, the other part of my book argues that this does not mean sociological knowledge and hence 
academic sociology is worthless that sociology isn’t worthy of saving. It is. The fact that certain 
strands of sociology have fallen prey to the foregoing analytic tendencies, which render them 
susceptible to postcolonial critique, does not mean that sociology en toto can just be jettisoned 
without cost. Where would we be, after all, without Du Bois’ sociological research that showed 
empirically that so many assumptions of African-Americans’ behavior held by white sociologists 
were just flat wrong? Where would we be without sociological knowledge that shows how 
“race” is a constructed category rather than a biological essence?  
 
Furthermore, my book argues that many of postcolonial theory’s own claims are implicitly or 
explicitly rely upon a minimal sociological realism and sociological knowledge. To say that 
colonialism racialized subjects and generated racist ideas, as Fanon does, is to me is a realist 
social scientific claim. To say that colonialism led to unequal development is also a realist social 
scientific claim. To show that Orientalist knowledge produces imperial violence requires social 
scientific analysis.  
 
I discuss these and other examples of the importance of sociological realism in the book, and the 
point is that, exactly because of its ability to study certain things systematically – to generate 
hypotheses, collect evidence and make plausible arguments about power structures in the world, 
the history of racialized violence and exploitation, and so on – and to show that social relations 
and structures produce outcomes like social inequalities (as opposed to individual will, biology, 
or a God producing inequalities), academic sociology is worth saving. The key is to do all we 
can to overcome conventional sociology’s existing analytic blinders and limitations. My book 
confronts this issue and, inspired by postcolonial thought, charts possible paths for doing so. 

 
Crystal: What is the relevance of postcolonial social theory to the contemporary Black Lives 
Matter movement? 
 
Julian: While I certainly believe that movements like BLM can do just fine without postcolonial 
sociology, I also believe they can be in fruitful dialogue with it, and that postcolonial sociology 
can be relevant. Foremost, a sociology informed by postcolonial thought can produce intellectual 
frameworks and knowledge that social movements can then mobilize for their own purposes.  
What do I mean? In the book, I argue that one of the things that a postcolonial sociology can help 
us do is overcome analytic bifurcation – that is, the tendency to separate the here from there, the 
metropole from the colony, the “East” from “West”, or the agency of the oppressor from that of 
the oppressed. Edward Said calls it the imperial episteme’s “law of division” which produces all 
kinds of problematic ideas (not least Orientalism). For sociology, it leads us to assume that what 
happens in the US or in France or in other countries is somehow separate from what happens 
outside it. It likewise leads us to overlook the deep structure of colonialism and how it shapes 
contemporary processes while obfuscating the agency of dominated groups (both in the 
“metropole” and in the “colony” or “postcolony”) and possible relations across them. 
Sociologists working in the postcolonial vein, like Sujata Patel or Gurminder Bhambra (drawing 
from the history Sanjay Subrahmanyam), therefore call for connected histories to overcome these 
sorts of analytic tendencies. Zine Magubane suggests we work from sociology’s “global 
imagination” to do so. In my book, building upon these ideas, I suggest that we work from 
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relational ontologies and theories. In any case, the point is that postcolonial sociologies are about 
making these analytic moves, thereby helping us produce knowledge that does not fall prey to 
the imperial episteme’s law of division and sociology’s long-standing analytic bifurcations.  
 
It is here where postcolonial sociology can indeed be in fruitful dialogue with a movement like 
BLM. On the one hand, a postcolonial approach can help shed broad light on the problems that 
BLM addresses. Take police violence in the US: police violence cannot be separated from 
racism, which cannot be separated from the history of American colonialism and slavery. 
Furthermore, as I am currently exploring in some of my recent work, police violence is 
intimately connected to police militarization which, historically and today, has enabled, 
facilitated and inspired by colonial counter-insurgency regimes and neo-imperial interventions 
overseas, all the way back to the founding of modern policing itself. A postcolonial sociology, by 
making such connections more apparent, can thereby help movements like BLM appreciate the 
global and historical dimensions of their movement. It might help them see how their struggles 
are intimately connected with the struggles of Afghani civilians in Kabul, who are subject to 
operations and strategies of violence – and indeed weapons – that are then being deployed on the 
streets of Ferguson; or that their struggles are historically connected not only to the history of 
civil rights in the US but also to the history of US colonialism in places like the Philippines in 
the early 20th century, which was the source of some of America’s earliest militarized police 
operations and tactics.  
 
On the other hand, postcolonial sociology cannot just be about generating new knowledge that 
movements might take with them. It should also learn from movements like BLM. Besides 
relational approaches, the other strategy I discuss in the book for overcoming the imperial 
episteme is the “subaltern approach.” Rather than starting our sociologies from categories and 
experiences derived from the interests and concerns of society’s dominant actors, we should start 
our sociologies from those of the dominated. In the book I show that early postcolonial theorists 
like Frantz Fanon operated by this approach (though they didn’t name it as such). Fanon, for 
instance, was able to produce his theory of colonialism by starting with the experiences of 
exploited black subjects of the French empire, rather than from the interests and categories of 
French colonial administrators. While the latter worried about “social order” and “social 
control,” the former were concerned about racism, racial violence, colonial domination and 
economic exploitation. Fanon’s postcolonial theories followed from these experiences, not from 
concerns over “social order” or “social control.” And using these experiences as a starting point 
(though not an end point), Fanon was able to produce invaluable knowledge about the colonial 
construction of race, about the structure and impact of colonial violence, and indeed a novel 
theory of colonialism as a racialized and violent system of exploitation (a theory had not yet 
properly existed). 
 
BLM, by calling attention to, say, police violence, is doing something similar, I would contend. 
Like Fanon and indeed decolonization movements all around the world in the mid-twentieth 
century, it is giving voice to the experiences of the dominated. We postcolonial sociologists can 
thus learn from this by taking those voices seriously and reshaping our knowledge production 
around them. We should take, for instance, police violence – and all of its related racialization 
and imperial infrastructure – seriously in our analyses. Rather than being concerned about 
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theories of social order or control, or related metrocentric theories like “structure” and “agency”, 
let’s start our analyses from these new grounds, and produce new theories about racialization, 
policing, and violence, while keeping our analyses within a global-historical perspective.  
 
Crystal: Can sociologists who would like to contribute to postcolonial social theory do so 
without being directly involved in activist mobilizations outside the academy? 
 
Julian: My answer is “Yes.” I believe in a certain division of labor. Take my example above 
regarding BLM. I am sure that there are some BLM activists who already know about the global 
and colonial connections of their struggle, and so may not need the knowledge that sociologists 
produce to help them better see those connections. On the other hand, there are probably some 
who don’t. And even those activists who do already know about those connections might 
welcome more sustained, systematic – dare I say “sociological”? – analyses of their movement 
and those broader connections but who do not have the time or resources to do the work. We in 
the academy are in a position of relative privilege here: we can do some of that intellectual work 
that others cannot. We can help produce knowledge that can enlighten, inform, and perhaps 
inspire – and that may even be deployed in various ways by social movements or activists.  
This does not preclude an “academic-activist” model. I am not saying one cannot produce 
sociological knowledge as an academic and be more directly active in the public sphere. This is 
what the “first wave” of postcolonial thinkers as I call them (e.g. Du Bois, Fanon, Cesaire, 
Cabral) did, and it was what some of the “second wave”, like Edward Said, did too (though to a 
lesser degree). They were all academics and activists at once. I am, however, saying that 
sociologists can indeed contribute to broader engagements in the world, even from the confines 
of their offices. For the key and difficult task for either the former type (the “academic-activist”) 
or the latter type (just the office-bound “academic”) is to produce better knowledge. There is no 
way around that task. It has to be done. And for this, I remain firm in my belief that a sociology 
informed by postcolonial thought can help.  
 
Julian Go is Professor of Sociology at Boston University. His most recent publications, beside 
the here-reviewed Postcolonial Thought and Social Theory (Oxford), include: Fielding 
Transnationalism (co-edited with Monika Krause, Wiley & Sons) on how Bourdieusian field 
theory can be rescaled for a transnational and global sociology, and Global Historical Sociology, 
co-edited with George Lawson (Cambridge U. Press). 
 
Crystal M. Fleming is Associate Professor of Sociology and Africana Studies at State 
University of New York at Stony Brook. Her publications include: Resurrecting Slavery: Racial 
Legacies and White Supremacy in France (Temple University Press), and “Theorizing Ethnic 
and Racial Movements in the Global Age: Lessons from the Civil Rights Movement.” Sociology 
of Race and Ethnicity.  2015. 1(1): 105-126. With A. Morris. 
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SPOTLIGHT: LAUREN DUQUETTE  
UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA, LOS ANGELES  

SECTION AWARD WINNER  

In my 2016 American Sociological Review article, I 
examined the political consequences of migrant 
transnational involvement in public goods provision 
in origin communities. The research revealed that 
when migrant social groups called hometown 
associations (HTAs) used their remittance resources 
and collaborated with both local government 
officials and residents to coproduce public goods 
and services (e.g. electricity, roads, schools, 
drainage), positive spillovers emerged, including 
routine interactions, information sharing, and 
collective decision-making increased citizens’ civic 
and political participation and, in turn, local 
officials became more responsive to residents’ 
needs and preferences. In some of my current 
research (with Clarisa Pérez-Armendáriz, Bates 

College), we find that this process of transnational social learning that occurs through repeated 
the cross-border coproduction of public goods also increases the organizational capacity and 
resource base that local citizens use to mobilize self-defense forces (SDFs), a kind of armed non-
state militia. SDFs have arisen in the last decade across Mexico in response to drug-related 
violence and criminal activity in the presence of a weak state. Our research shows that repeated 
coproduction of public goods between migrants, local government, and civil society, increases 
the likelihood that SDFs emerge. In fact, we find that 67 percent of locales that have SDFs have 
a history of remittance-funded public goods provision. Places that repeatedly engaged in 
coproducing public goods with migrant HTAs were able to increase the organizational capacity 
to organize collectively for a different kind of public good – security and social order – in the 
face of a weak state and spread of violence. 
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SPOTLIGHT: EMANUEL DEUTSCHMANN 
EUROPEAN UNIVERSITY INSTITUTE  

SECTION AWARD WINNER  

My paper “The spatial structure of Transnational 
Human Activity”, which won the GATS section’s 
Best Publication by an International Scholar 
Award last year, looked comparatively at planet-
scale patterns behind eight different types of 
cross-border mobility and communication. The 
Global Mobilities Project at the Migration Policy 
Centre of the European University Institute in 
Florence, Italy, in which I work since February 
2018 together with Andrew Geddes and Ettore 
Recchi, aims to take this global-comparative 
approach to a new level. The project collects 
information on a large palette of spatial mobilities, 
drawing on a range of sources from international 
organizations to private companies, from digital-
trace to administrative data. The resulting Global 
Mobilities Database (GMD) will allow to address a range of important issues, from exploring the 
interaction between different forms of mobility and unraveling the association between mobility 
trends and other social, economic, and cultural developments to testing hypotheses about the 
causes and consequences of human mobility. For instance, GMD could be employed to outline 
the effects of changing border control policies, phases of the economic cycle, and technological 
diffusion on transnational movement patterns. The world we live in is shaped by human 
mobilities and the GMD aims to become a valuable resource by monitoring this crucial aspect of 
global change. Such a resource is necessary because thus far, empirical research on transnational 
mobility has remained largely compartmentalized, with most studies being restricted to a 
particular country pair, region, or mobility type. 
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SPOTLIGHT: TIANNA PASCHEL 
UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA, BERKELEY   

SECTION AWARD WINNER  

I am currently working on a book project entitled 
Exporting Racial Paradise: the Transnational Making 
and Unmaking of Brazil. It analyzes how transnational 
processes figure into the construction of nationalist 
ideologies. Debates around race and nation often play 
out in transnational spaces. Even so, scholarship on 
nation making in Latin America has typically privileged 
internal dynamics. Exporting Racial Paradise is an 
opportunity to delve deeper into an examination of the 
transnational dynamics I began to explore in Becoming 
Black Political Subjects, but focused more on how they 
shape nationalist ideology and politics. I ask who 
participates in the construction of different ideas of the 
Brazilian nation in international spaces? How do we 
understand the role of these spaces and transnational 
actors in the making of the symbolic nation? And 
finally, what is the relationship between these global 
representations of Brazil and domestic processes of 
nation making? This book project draws primarily on 

archival and interview methods, and focuses on four transnational actors: diplomats, activists, 
travel agencies and UN officials. It centers on the latter part of the 20th century. Domestically, 
Brazil was in the throes of an authoritarian regime, which, more than any other administration, 
institutionalized the idea of Brazil as a racial democracy. At the same time, global norms around 
anti-racism were emerging in the post-war World II period, just as this period also saw the rise of 
the Civil Rights and Black Power movements in the United States and anti-colonial struggles in 
Africa. Ultimately, this project attempts to o intervene in broader interdisciplinary debates 
around nationalism and the role of geopolitics, through a perspective that centers both race and 
gender. 
 
 
 
 



 
GATS NEWSLETTER  SPRING 2018

 

 16

 

AMERICANS SHOULDN’T BE SHOCKED 
BY RUSSIAN INTERFERENCE IN THE 
ELECTION. THE U.S. DOES IT, TOO. 
BY TIMOTHY M. GILL, UNIVERSITY OF NORTH CAROLINA AT 
WILMINGTON 
(ORIGINALLY PUBLISHED IN THE WASHINGTON POST ON MARCH 7, 
2018) 

Russian interference in the 2016 U.S. presidential election stunned many Americans. But it 
shouldn’t have. This interference was consistent with the way that both the U.S. and Russia have 
behaved for decades. Many thought the end of the Cold War marked the end of such acts. But it 
didn’t — on either side. 
 
Some reporters and boosters of the U.S. government argue that current American efforts, unlike 
both U.S. meddling during the Cold War and Russian interference today, aim to support friends 
of democracy. But this claim is untrue. In reality, the U.S. has continued its longtime practice of 
working to destabilize democratically elected, leftist governments throughout Latin America 
right up to the present day. 
 
While CIA covert operations undoubtedly play a role in this interference, the spy agency is far 
from the only one working to destabilize foreign governments. Most notably, the U.S. Agency 
for International Development (USAID), the National Endowment for Democracy (NED) and 
the International Republican Institute (IRI) play an immense role in influencing political 
outcomes throughout the world. And they do it openly — under the guise of “democracy 
promotion.” 
 
Three contemporary cases of U.S. “democracy promotion” expose that this practice is little more 
than outright interference in other countries’ elections, aimed not at ensuring functional 
democracies, but rather at installing governments friendly to U.S. interests. Rather than seeking 
to perpetuate democracy across the globe like a global superpower, the U.S. behaves like an 
imperial power that attempts to cultivate governments supporting U.S. economic and security 
interests, regardless of their democratic credentials. 
 
Should the U.S. continue this practice, it shouldn’t be surprised that other global powers will 
push back against the U.S., often through their own covert actions. 
 
 
Venezuela 
We don’t know whether the CIA supported a coup d’état that temporarily removed former 
president Hugo Chávez from power in 2002. But we do know that an integrated and consistent 
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effort existed across U.S. agencies to depose the leftist Venezuelan government throughout 
Chávez’s time in office, from 1999 until his death in 2013. 
 
After Chávez returned to power after the coup, the opposition attempted to remove him through a 
recall referendum. In the run-up to the vote, U.S. Ambassador Charles Shapiro hosted prominent 
opposition leaders, including Julio Borges and Henry Ramos, for a strategy dinner. 
During this dinner, Shapiro and Peter DeShazo, another high-ranking U.S. diplomat, advised the 
opposition on how to better contest Chávez and his allies, including counseling that for “the 
opposition to be effective, it needed to reach out to public opinion with a coordinated, coherent, 
and positive public message, put forward a program or plan of action, and reach out not only to 
oppositionists but also to independents and chavistas.” 
 
Chávez won the recall referendum, but faced a presidential election in 2006. In preparation for 
that election, the IRI organized basic training seminars for opposition political parties and their 
leaders throughout Venezuela, which included political advice from U.S. politicians. One former 
IRI contractor, who helped to run some of these seminars, told me that their ultimate purpose 
was to help the opposition “get [their] s— together, so they could defeat Chávez.” Another high-
ranking U.S. diplomat repeatedly tried in meetings to prod the opposition to unify because “there 
were 50 opposition parties registered!” 
 
So desperate were the Americans to topple Chávez that when former governor Manuel Rosales 
became the opposition front-runner during the campaign, the IRI specifically “brought in five 
technical specialists” to assist his campaign. 
 
Beyond this training, USAID explicitly worked to diminish domestic support for Chávez 
throughout civil society. The U.S. Embassy reported that USAID’s Office for Transition 
Initiatives, for example, held more than 3,000 events aimed at “delivering alternative values” and 
giving opposition activists an opportunity to pull “hardcore Chavistas” away from Chávez. 
Some of these events in poor Caracas neighborhoods were disguised to appear organic and 
authentic — even as they disseminated propaganda critical of the Chávez government in an 
attempt to push residents toward the opposition. While these events were designed to look “very 
neutral in the eyes of the government,” as one USAID contractor described them to me, with no 
affiliation with a political party and hosted by “people from the neighborhood,” they were 
funded by the U.S. government with logistical assistance from opposition political parties. 
Despite these efforts, Chávez again succeeded at the ballot box, easily defeating Rosales. But the 
U.S. did not give up; on the contrary, the contractors got bolder, furnishing a burgeoning, anti-
Chávez student movement with grants, organizational resources and training. Eventually, the 
Venezuelan government began to investigate USAID funding in the country, prompting some 
contractors to destroy their files and flee Venezuela. 
 
In the end, these efforts to unseat Chávez ultimately failed, and he reigned until his death. 
Bolivia 
 
USAID operated in a similarly aggressive manner in Bolivia after the election of President Evo 
Morales in 2005, a fierce anti-imperial critic of U.S. foreign policy. 
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Shortly after Morales’s victory, he met with U.S. Ambassador David Greenlee. Greenlee 
threatened the new Bolivian president and sought to demonstrate “the crucial importance of U.S. 
contributions to key international financial [institutions] on which Bolivia depended for 
assistance, such as the International Development Bank (IDB), the World Bank and the 
International Monetary Fund. “When you think of the IDB, you should think of the U.S.,” the 
ambassador said. “This is not blackmail, it is simple reality.” 
 
In case Morales defied these threats, USAID also went to work. The agency moved from funding 
economic development projects and assisting the government to supporting local opposition 
strongholds and aiming to block Morales’s political agenda. In one case, USAID even bankrolled 
an array of groups opposed to Morales’s efforts to construct a new Constitution that would have 
further fostered a participatory democracy. 
As in Venezuela, however, these efforts ultimately failed, and Morales continues as president. 
 
Nicaragua 
In Central America, the same U.S. agencies desperately tried to prevent the election of former 
revolutionary leader Daniel Ortega in 2006. 
 
Shortly before the election, recently retired longtime U.S. diplomat Tom Shannon brought 
together U.S. ambassadors from throughout Central America. During this meeting, U.S. 
Ambassador to Nicaragua Paul Trivelli told Shannon that an Ortega victory “would give Chavez 
a foothold in the region.” Shannon agreed and underscored the importance that neither Ortega 
nor another candidate who he influenced win. 
 
In a separate meeting, USAID personnel asserted to U.S. Embassy staff that “timing is crucial for 
the receipt of election and other financial assistance to bolster chances for a reform-minded, 
democratic candidate to win the elections” over Ortega. The IRI also moved to counteract 
Ortega’s electoral prospects, working with a private Nicaraguan university to provide training for 
members from four political parties, all of whom opposed Ortega. 
 
However, as in Venezuela and Nicaragua, the U.S.-preferred candidates were defeated by those 
they sought to punish. 
 
The failed efforts in these three countries against different popularly elected candidates show that 
the United States hasn’t stopped trying to undermine leftist Latin American leaders. But even 
failed efforts undoubtedly generate conditions more conducive to a pendulum shift to the right. 
And indeed, we have recently witnessed leftist governments displaced in Argentina, Brazil and 
Honduras. 
 
As evidenced by Secretary of State Rex Tillerson’s recent praise of the Monroe Doctrine, many 
U.S. leaders still view Latin America through a paternalistic and imperial lens. Many U.S. 
diplomats do not believe that Latin Americans are capable of properly selecting their own 
leaders. Therefore, the U.S. implements “democracy promotion” programs to show Latin 
American citizens whom they ought to select. 
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But these efforts are nakedly self-interested. The U.S. pushes leaders that embrace, or at least do 
not seriously challenge, U.S. economic and security interests — namely neoliberal economic 
policies like free trade, privatization of industry and deregulation; liberal democratic rather than 
participatory democratic efforts; and counterterrorism and counternarcotics programs. 
These U.S. efforts to undermine Latin American leaders make it hard for the United States to cry 
foul as Russia moves to ensure that countries have governments favorable to its interests. Until 
the United States renounces electoral meddling, it cannot expect other countries to respect U.S. 
elections. 

BLAMING OTHER COUNTRIES FOR HIGH 
US DRUG PRICES 
BY DONALD LIGHT, ROWAN UNIVERSITY  

 
As an economic sociologist who has been active in social justice for access to medicines with 
Doctors Without Borders and the Pan American Health Organization’s Vaccine Fund, I was 
joined by Arthur Caplan, who directs the Division of Medical Ethics at NYU, in analyzing the 
recent report by President Trump’s Council of Economic Advisers on why US prices for drugs 
are so high and draining the household budgets of patients with serious illnesses. Cash co-
payments for specialty drugs in the U.S. can be $20,000-$30,000 a year each, even if fully 
insured. (Not allowed in other countries). 
 
Our analysis was recently published by the BMJ (the British Medical Journal) that goes out to 
about 150,000 subscribers and to their web. It’s short and free at “Trump blames free riding 
foreign states for high US drug prices...” The Economic Advisers repeat the claim that prices in 
other affluent countries are too low to pay for research for innovative drugs; so they have to 
overcharge Americans. The Trump report recommends tariffs-like changes to raise prices in 
other countries so that US prices can be lower. 
 
We have found no evidence of this, and in fact it’s based on an unrealistic economic model of 
segmented markets: the Swiss market here, the British market there, the US market here, and so 
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on. We also present evidence that British prices (among the lowest in Western Europe) are based 
on paying for all documented research, production, and other costs. 
 
In sum, super-high US prices are not due to “foreign free-riders.”  US laws minimize price 
competition among patented drugs, block negotiated prices for Medicare, and maximize the 
ability to set patent-protected prices as high as companies want and raise them thereafter. Extra 
profits from US prices fund a large network of lobbyists to protect high prices and consumer 
advertising as well as physician payments to increase sales. Attached is a striking Figure that 
shows U.S. prices vs prices in other OECD countries. 
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UNDOCUMENTED POLITICS 
ABIGAIL ANDREWS 

In 2018, more than eleven million undocumented immigrants lived in 
the United States. Not since slavery had so many U.S. residents had so 
few political rights. Many fought tirelessly to belong. Others rejected 
the United States and turned to their homelands for hope. What explains 
these clashing strategies of inclusion? And how does gender play into 
these fights? Undocumented Politics offers a gripping inquiry into 
migrant communities’ struggles for rights and resources across the U.S.-
Mexico divide. For nearly two years, Abigail Leslie Andrews lived with 
unauthorized migrants and their families in the mountains of Oaxaca, 
Mexico, and the barrios of Southern California. Her nuanced 
comparison reveals how distinct local laws, policing, and power 
dynamics shape migrants’ political agency. Upending assumptions 
about gender and migration, she exposes how U.S. policies abet 
gendered violence. Yet she insists that the process does not begin or end in the United States. 
Rather, migrants interpret the places they live in light of the differing hometowns they leave 
behind. In turn, their counterparts in Mexico must come to grips with migrant globalization. On 
both sides of the border, Andrews emphasizes, men and women transform patriarchy through 
their battles to belong. Ambitious and intimate, Undocumented Politics uncovers how the 
excluded find space for political voice. 
 
SAVING THE SACRED SEA 
KATE BROWN 
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"Civil society" is a loaded concept in Russia; during the Soviet period, the voices that heralded 
civil society were the same ones that demanded the Union's dissolution. So, for the Kremlin, 
civil society is not the guarantor of democracy, but a force that has the power to end 
governments. This book looks at how civil society negotiates power on a global stage, under 
Russia's authoritarian regime, and in a particularly isolated and remote part of the world: within 
environmental activism around Lake Baikal in Siberia. More than a mile deep, Lake Baikal is the 
oldest, deepest, and most voluminous lake on the Earth, and home to thousands of endemic 
species. It is also ecologically unique in that it is oxygenated to its maximum depth and supports 
life even at the lake floor -- a phenomenon occurring nowhere else on the planet. The lake is not 
just a natural wonder, but home to a strong environmentalist community that works tirelessly to 
protect the lake from human harm.  
Environmentalism at Baikal began in the late 1950s, eventually igniting the first national protest 

in the USSR. They have remained active in some form ever since, across the 
years of chaos, instability, and crisis, from the opening of Russia to the 
forces of globalization to the authoritarianism of Putin in the present. This 
book examines the struggle of Baikal environmentalists to develop a new 
understanding of civil society under conditions of globalization and 
authoritarianism. Through extended, historically-informed ethnographic 
analysis, Kate Pride Brown argues that civil society is engaged with political 
and economic elites in a dynamic struggle within a field of power. 
Understanding the field of power helps to explain a number of 
contradictions. For example, why does civil society seem to both bolster 
democracy and threaten it? Why do capitalist corporations and 

environmental organizations form partnerships despite their general hostility toward each other? 
And why has democracy proven to be so elusive in Russia? The field of power posits new 
answers to these questions, as Baikal environmental activists struggle to protect and save their 
Sacred Sea. 
POLITICAL TRANSLATION: 
HOW SOCIAL MOVEMENT DEMOCRACIES SURVIVE 
NICOLE DOERR 

The arrival of millions of refugees in Europe has made many people 
interested in the challenges that linguistic and cultural 
misunderstandings may pose to democracy and civic participation. 
How can people work together across differences in increasingly 
multilingual, globalized social movements and in local communities 
and international organizations engaged in solidarity with 
immigrants, disadvantaged groups, and refugees? Over a decade, 
race/ethnicity, gender/intersectionality, and political participation 
and protest have debated this issue. In Political Translation, Nicole 
Doerr presents the collective practices of political translation, which 
helped multilingual and culturally diverse social movements and 
intersectional coalitions work together more democratically. The 
book’s counterintuitive finding is that because both multilingual and highly diverse deliberative 
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group settings drew explicit attention to cultural differences between participants, these settings 
also inspired political translation, the collective practice of openly challenging and tackling 
positional misunderstandings regarding race, gender, class and language differences or other 
cultural differences in grassroots democratic settings. These misunderstandings remain unseen 
within models of neutral facilitation and, in turn, impede democratic dialogue and deliberation. 
The book’s analysis reviews a wide range of political deliberations covering high-stakes, 
fundamental issues, such as inequality in the context of European integration; and immigration, 
race, gender, and housing politics in the United States. 
 
 
 
THE LABOR OF CARE: 
FILIPINA MIGRANTS AND TRANSNATIONAL FAMILIES IN A 
DIGITAL AGE 
VALERIE A FRANCISCO 

For generations, migration moved in one 
direction at a time: migrants to host countries, 
and money to families left behind. The Labor 
of Care argues that globalization has changed 
all that.Valerie Francisco-Menchavez spent 
five years alongside a group of working 
migrant mothers. Drawing on interviews and 
up-close collaboration with these women, 
Francisco-Menchavez looks at the sacrifices, 
emotional and material consequences, and 
recasting of roles that emerge from family 
separation. She pays particular attention to 
how technologies like Facebook, Skype, and 
recorded video open up transformative ways 
of bridging distances while still supporting 
traditional family dynamics. As she shows, 
migrants also build communities of care in 
their host countries. These chosen families 

provide an essential form of mutual support. What emerges is a fascinating portrait of today's 
transnational family—sundered, yet inexorably linked over the distances by timeless emotions 
and new forms of intimacy.  
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SHIFTING BOUNDARIES 
ALEXIS SILVER 

As politicians debate how to address the estimated eleven million 
unauthorized immigrants residing in the United States, undocumented 
youth anxiously await the next policy shift that will determine their 
futures. From one day to the next, their dreams are as likely to 
crumble around them as to come within reach. In Shifting Boundaries, 
Alexis M. Silver sheds light on the currents of exclusion and 
incorporation that characterize their lives. Silver examines the 
experiences of immigrant youth growing up in a small town in North 
Carolina—a state that experienced unprecedented growth in its Latino 
population in the 1990s and 2000s, and where aggressive anti-
immigration policies have been enforced. Drawing on ethnographic 
fieldwork and in-depth interview data, she finds that contradictory 
policies at the national, state, and local levels interact to create a 
complex environment through which the youth must navigate. From heritage-based school 
programs to state-wide bans on attending community college; from the failure of the DREAM 
Act to the rescinding of Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA); each layer represents 
profound implications for undocumented Latino youth. Silver exposes the constantly changing 
pathways that shape their journeys into early adulthood—and the profound resilience that they 
develop along the way. 
 
FROM MIRACLE TO MIRAGE:  
THE MAKING AND UNMAKING OF THE KOREAN MIDDLE CLASS 
MYUNGJI YANG 

From Miracle to Mirage: The Making and Unmaking of the Korean 
Middle Class, 1960-2015, is the first comprehensive study of the 
historical trajectory of state-sponsored middle-class formation in 
Korea over the last five decades. As one of the most successful 
economies in the developing world, Korea has established 
comfortable middle-class lifestyles as a norm. Yet fewer and fewer 
citizens identify themselves as members of the middle class and many 
feel that acquiring middle-class status is more difficult. Existing 
scholarship argues that neoliberalism and economic restructuring has 
adversely affected the economic positioning of the middle class. 
Instead, this book emphasizes the role of the state in producing 

patterns of class structure and social inequality. By demonstrating the speculative and exclusive 
ways in which the middle class was formed, this book argues that domestic politics, and 
particular state policies, have shaped the lived experiences and identities of the middle class. 
Drawing on primary archival sources and in-depth interviews from a year of field research, the 
book focuses on the unpredictable process inherent in the scramble for middle-class status in 
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Korea. It vividly shows how many members of the first-generation middle class in Korea were 
able to climb the housing ladder and achieve upward mobility, and how this process increased 
fragmentation within the middle class and social inequality over the long run. By doing so, the 
book offers a compelling story of the reality behind the myth of middle-class formation in Korea. 
Capturing different moments of the emergence, reproduction, and fragmentation of the Korean 
middle class, this book traces the historical process through which the seemingly successful state 
project of building a middle class society instead resulted in a mirage.  
 
 

ARTICLES, ESSAYS AND EDITED VOLUMES 

DAI, JINGYUN, AND ANTHONY J. SPIRES. "ADVOCACY IN AN AUTHORITARIAN 
STATE: HOW GRASSROOTS ENVIRONMENTAL NGOS INFLUENCE LOCAL 
GOVERNMENTS IN CHINA." THE CHINA JOURNAL79.1 (2018): 62-83. 
While many NGOs in China are seen mainly as service providers working to fulfill state goals, in 
this article we show that Chinese grassroots environmental NGOs (ENGOs) regularly employ a 
variety of advocacy strategies to influence local-level government policy. Based on in-depth 
interviews with ENGOs active in Guangdong, this study examines these groups’ advocacy 
efforts and considers their implications for the further development of Chinese civil society. Our 
analysis finds that these groups employ three main advocacy strategies: (1) cultivating a stable, 
interactive relationship with the government using existing institutional means to communicate 
their concerns; (2) carefully selecting the “frames” used to present their preferred policy goals 
and outcomes; and (3) obtaining media exposure to mobilize societal support for their goals in 
order to put pressure on the local state. ENGOs use these strategies concurrently, though their 
concrete choices vary case by case. Taken as a whole, such practices suggest the ability of civil 
society to carve out more political space than the state is commonly believed to grant. While this 
increased policy engagement by ENGOs could lead to stronger state governance and thus help 
sustain China’s authoritarian system, we argue that it may also open up new pathways for robust 
civic engagement by ordinary citizens and civil society organizations. 
 
FOX, NICOLE, AND HOLLIE NYSETH BREHM. "“I DECIDED TO SAVE THEM”: 
FACTORS THAT SHAPED PARTICIPATION IN RESCUE EFFORTS DURING 
GENOCIDE IN RWANDA." SOCIAL FORCES (2018). 
Collective action scholars have long examined why people choose to participate in social 
movements. This article argues that this body of scholarship can be productively applied to 
understanding rescue efforts during genocide, which have typically been associated with altruism 
and other psychological explanations. We analyze the case of Rwanda, where people worked 
collectively to save Tutsi from the violence that swept across the country in 1994, and ask: What 
social factors shaped Rwandans’ decisions and abilities to save persecuted individuals? To 
address this question, we draw upon 35 in-depth interviews and a survey of 273 individuals who 
participated in rescue efforts, which constitutes one of the largest samples of rescue efforts to 
date. Although much previous literature has emphasized the role of stable personality traits in 
influencing such high-risk decisions, conceptualizing rescue as dynamic collective action enables 
us to examine social and contextual factors. Specifically, we illustrate how biographical 
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availability, socialization, and situational contexts may influence rescue efforts. These findings 
contribute to scholarship on high-risk, clandestine collective action by illuminating how a 
combination of factors, including biographical availability, socialization, and situational 
contexts, coalesce to make rescue possible. As such, these findings inform our understanding of 
collective action that resulted in thousands of individuals being spared from torture, sexualized 
violence, and death. 
 
GILL, TIMOTHY M. "FROM PROMOTING POLITICAL POLYARCHY TO 
DEFEATING PARTICIPATORY DEMOCRACY: US FOREIGN POLICY TOWARDS 
THE FAR LEFT IN LATIN AMERICA." JOURNAL OF WORLD-SYSTEMS 
RESEARCH 24.1 (2018): 72-95. 
During the 1980s, the United States initiated an explicit policy of democracy promotion 
throughout the world. William Robinson (1996) more accurately described this initiative as 
“promoting polyarchy,” whereby the United States supported moderate elite actors that promoted 
neoliberal economic policies to displace both right-wing and communist despots, such as 
General Augusto Pinochet in Chile and Soviet rulers in Eastern Europe. While much of Latin 
America remained characterized by polyarchies throughout the late 20th Century, Latin 
American citizens began to reject these political arrangements and to elect anti-neoliberal 
candidates that promoted participatory democracy by the turn of the 21st Century, particularly in 
Bolivia, Ecuador, Nicaragua, and Venezuela. How has the United States changed its democracy 
promotion strategies to respond to these new dynamics? The purpose of this paper is to illustrate 
how the U.S. government, through agencies such as the National Endowment for Democracy 
(NED) and USAID, has altered the main thrust of its foreign policy in Latin America, from 
promoting polyarchy and displacing despotic leaders, to supporting opposition actors to unseat 
democratically-elected far leftist leaders that promote participatory democracy. This paper 
deploys a case study method involving recent U.S. foreign policy in Bolivia, Nicaragua, and 
Venezuela, and it utilizes both U.S. diplomatic cables and interviews with U.S. state elites to 
illustrate this shift. 
 
HUGHES, MELANIE M., ET AL. "DOES THE GLOBAL NORTH STILL DOMINATE 
WOMEN'S INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZING? A NETWORK ANALYSIS FROM 1978 
TO 2008." MOBILIZATION: AN INTERNATIONAL QUARTERLY 23.1 (2018): 1-21. 
Over the last century, women increasingly transcended national boundaries to exchange 
information, build solidarity, and bring change. Accounts suggest that as women's international 
presence expanded, the types of women who participated also shifted. During the first wave of 
women's movements, White Western women dominated, but over time women of the Global 
South increasingly organized themselves. Yet we do not know whether North-South inequalities 
in women's organizational membership have diminished. We collect longitudinal network data 
on 447 women's international nongovernmental organizations (WINGOs) and use visual tools 
and network measures to explore changes in the network structure from 1978 to 2008. Results 
suggest (1) WINGOs—while increasing in frequency—are not connecting to greater numbers of 
countries, (2) the North/South split in WINGO memberships does not change over time, (3) 
significant power differences between the North and South persist, and (4) substantial 
inequalities in WINGO memberships within the Global South also exist. 
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JENSEN, KATHERINE. "THE EPISTEMIC LOGIC OF ASYLUM SCREENING:(DIS) 
EMBODIMENT AND THE PRODUCTION OF ASYLUM KNOWLEDGE IN BRAZIL." 
ETHNIC AND RACIAL STUDIES (2017): 1-19. 
The current era demands our thoughtful attention to how states process asylum seeker claims for 
safe haven, yet we know little about the practices through which asylum officials carry out that 
work. Building from literature on the body and knowledge production, this paper illuminates the 
workings of (dis)embodiment in the asylum process. I use the term (dis)embodiment to refer to 
an arrangement of separate yet interdependent practices of disembodying and embodying 
knowledge. These practices of knowledge production together form an integral part of what I call 
the “epistemic logic” of asylum – the techniques and processes of reasoning used to produce and 
analyse information to determine if an asylum seeker qualifies for refugee status. Through an 
ethnography of the asylum process in Brazil, I document how officials produce and privilege 
disembodied knowledge, while they contrastingly constrain the knowledge of asylum seekers to 
their bodies and lived experiences. 
 
LASKER, JUDITH N., ET AL. "GUIDELINES FOR RESPONSIBLE SHORT-TERM 
GLOBAL HEALTH ACTIVITIES: DEVELOPING COMMON PRINCIPLES." 
GLOBALIZATION AND HEALTH 14.1 (2018): 18. 
Background 
Growing concerns about the value and effectiveness of short-term volunteer trips intending to 
improve health in underserved Global South communities has driven the development of 
guidelines by multiple organizations and individuals. These are intended to mitigate potential 
harms and maximize benefits associated with such efforts. 
Method 
This paper analyzes 27 guidelines derived from a scoping review of the literature available in 
early 2017, describing their authorship, intended audiences, the aspects of short term medical 
missions (STMMs) they address, and their attention to guideline implementation. It further 
considers how these guidelines relate to the desires of host communities, as seen in studies of 
host country staff who work with volunteers. 
Results 
Existing guidelines are almost entirely written by and addressed to educators and practitioners in 
the Global North. There is broad consensus on key principles for responsible, effective, and 
ethical programs--need for host partners, proper preparation and supervision of visitors, needs 
assessment and evaluation, sustainability, and adherence to pertinent legal and ethical standards. 
Host country staff studies suggest agreement with the main elements of this guideline consensus, 
but they add the importance of mutual learning and respect for hosts. 
Conclusions 
Guidelines must be informed by research and policy directives from host countries that is now 
mostly absent. Also, a comprehensive strategy to support adherence to best practice guidelines is 
needed, given limited regulation and enforcement capacity in host country contexts and strong 
incentives for involved stakeholders to undertake or host STMMs that do not respect key 
principles. 
 
PLUMMER, SAMANTHA; SMITH, JACKIE AND HUGHES, MELANIE. " 
TRANSNATIONAL HUMAN RIGHTS ORGANIZING AND GLOBAL HEALTH 
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GOVERNANCE, 1963-2013” GLOBAL HEALTH GOVERNANCE 12(1):62-74 SPRING 
2018 
Transnational social movement organizations (TSMOs) played a critical role in integrating 
human rights into the policies and programs of the United Nations, including in health 
governance. In this article, we examine the inter-organizational networks formed by women’s 
and other human rights TSMOs and four health intergovernmental organizations (HIGOs) over 
the past 50 years. We find: (i) connections between human rights TSMOs and HIGOs increased 
dramatically in the late 1980s and 1990s; (ii) connections have leveled-off in recent years, as 
recently founded TSMOs—especially women’s rights organizations—are less likely to report 
ties to HIGOs; and (iii) UNICEF is a prominent partner for human rights TSMOs, whereas the 
WHO is less central in human rights networks than expected. 
 
QUINSAAT, SHARON MADRIAGA. "TRANSNATIONAL CONTENTION, DOMESTIC 
INTEGRATION: ASSIMILATING INTO THE HOSTLAND POLITY THROUGH 
HOMELAND ACTIVISM." JOURNAL OF ETHNIC AND MIGRATION STUDIES 
(2018): 1-18. 
While scholars have studied the political incorporation of migrants and refugees through 
measures related to naturalisation and voting, others have investigated the ways by which 
participation in protests and other forms of activism foster assimilation. But how is transnational 
contention connected to domestic integration? Using archival research and life history interviews 
of Filipino migrant activists in the U.S. and the Netherlands and drawing from the literatures on 
immigrant assimilation and social movements, I show the processes and mechanisms that enable 
activists to become simultaneously involved in the movements for homeland regime change for 
migrant/minority rights in the hostland. Thus, they assimilate into the domestic polity while they 
participate in transnational politics. I argue that as activists perform the functions associated with 
homeland activism, they develop relations and networks that allow new forms of collective 
identities to emerge, often rooted in civil-society spaces in the hostland. This study contributes to 
the debate on transnationalism and assimilation, which has recently moved from contradiction to 
synergy. 
 
SMITH, JACKIE. "RESPONDING TO GLOBALIZATION AND URBAN CONFLICT: 
HUMAN RIGHTS CITY INITIATIVES." STUDIES IN SOCIAL JUSTICE 11.2 (2017). 
Today economic vulnerability, heightened inequality, and reduced government capacities have 
fueled nationalist and xenophobic movements in many countries. Such movements threaten 
democracy and human rights within countries and globally. Less visible amid these disturbing 
trends – but no less important for the future of democracy – is the simultaneous expansion of 
locally-organized human rights initiatives around the world, especially since 2000. A 
proliferation of place based movements claiming “rights to the city” is becoming increasingly 
visible and trans-locally networked. After outlining some of the global dimensions of this 
development, I discuss work happening in the U.S. city of Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania and explore 
the broader possibilities for locally based human rights initiatives to address contemporary 
threats to social justice and peace. 
 
SULLIVAN ROBINSON, RACHEL, ET AL. "PRIORITISING SEXUALITY 
EDUCATION IN MISSISSIPPI AND NIGERIA: THE IMPORTANCE OF LOCAL 
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ACTORS, POLICY WINDOWS AND CREATIVE STRATEGY." GLOBAL PUBLIC 
HEALTH (2018): 1-13. 
Mississippi and Nigeria are two socially conservative places unlikely to prioritise sexuality 
education. Nonetheless, Mississippi passed a bill in 2011 mandating all school districts to offer 
sexuality education, and Nigeria approved a national sexuality education curriculum in 2001. To 
identify the factors that drove the process of prioritisation of sexuality education in each context, 
we conducted more than 70 semi-structured interviews with nongovernmental 
organisations/nonprofits, donor organisations and federal and state ministries involved in the 
prioritisation and implementation of sexuality education in Mississippi and Nigeria. Prioritisation 
of sexuality education occurred for similar reasons in both Mississippi and Nigeria: (1) local 
individuals and organisations committed to sexuality education and supported by external actors; 
(2) the opening of a policy window that made sexuality education a solution to a pressing social 
problem (teen pregnancy in Mississippi and HIV/AIDS in Nigeria) and (3) strategic action on the 
part of proponents. We conclude that promoting sexuality education in challenging contexts 
requires fostering committed local individuals and organisations, identifying external resources 
to support implementation costs and building on existing relationships of trust between actors, 
even if those relationships are unrelated to sexuality education. 
VELASCO, KRISTOPHER NOAH. HUMAN RIGHTS INGOS, LGBT INGOS, AND 
LGBT POLICY DIFFUSION, 1991-2015. DISS. 2017. 
Since the late 1990s, there has been a growing body of literature researching the cross-national 
diffusion of policies that specifically affect lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender (LGBT) 
communities. Studies using a world society perspective consider how state ties to newly 
emergent global norms regarding the treatment of LGBT communities are a driver of this 
process. A shortcoming of these studies, however, is that they do not adequately consider which 
type of ties to global norms are meaningful to policy adoption. Considering the ever-increasing 
notion that LGBT rights are human rights, this study contrasts the role of human rights INGOs 
and LGBT INGOs on LGBT policy diffusion between 1991 and 2015. Furthermore, while 
previous studies assume a global norm exists, focus on a narrow band of policies, or restrict 
analyses to key geographic areas, this study develops a new measure of global LGBT norms and 
offers a comprehensive LGBT Policy Index for a global sample of 154 states. Through pooled 
cross-sectional time-series with fixed effects, the results demonstrate that human rights INGOs 
are not adequate vehicles for pressuring state adoption of LGBT policies. Instead, targeted 
advocacy efforts, embodied through LGBT INGOs, are required in order for policy adoption to 
transpire. 
 
WILLIAMS, LOGAN DA. "THE SOUTH ASIAN ORIGINS OF THE GLOBAL 
NETWORK TO ERADICATE BLINDNESS: WHO, NGOS, AND 
DECENTRALIZATION." ENDEAVOUR 42.1 (2018): 27-41. 
The global network to eradicate blindness emerged out of the work of Western and South Asian 
professionals to eradicate smallpox which was endemic in South Asia. The history of the 
emergence of the global network to eradicate blindness demonstrates a shift from vertical 
command and control public health programs directed by the WHO, to the decentralized public 
health services originating in non-profit, non-governmental organizations and coordinated by the 
WHO. The WHO constitution started with a federal regionalist structure that encouraged 
collaboration and coordination with NGOs. In South Asia in particular, epidemiologists and 
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general medical practitioners moved from eradicating smallpox through the WHO to creating 
their own domestic and international NGOs based in various countries with a mission to control 
blindness in South Asia and Africa. In 1975, pushed by the WHO Director General, these new 
NGOs in turn joined with individual ophthalmologists and existing blind member associations to 
form the International Agency for the Prevention of Blindness. Thus, the WHO was shaped by, 
and shaping, international NGOs such as the IAPB. The IAPB pushed for the formation of the 
WHO Prevention of Blindness program. This was the earliest example of how the IAPB 
facilitates bottom-up agenda-setting in the WHO. In 1980, when the WHO officially closed the 
smallpox program, the Prevention of Blindness program first received independent funding. 
Presently, the IAPB acts as a decentralized arm of the WHO. 
 
WILLIAMS, LOGAN DA. "MAPPING SUPERPOSITIONALITY IN GLOBAL 
ETHNOGRAPHY." SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY, & HUMAN VALUES 43.2 (2018): 198-
223. 
Science studies scholars often study up to high-tech elites who produce and design scientific 
knowledge and technology. Methodological tension begins when you pair a desire to study down 
to less economically developed countries, with the desire to study up to high-tech elites within 
them. This becomes further complicated when the ethnographer and his/her informants share 
professional interests and credentials. In these situations, the researcher has high status because 
of geopolitical privilege. However, the researcher is neither a high-tech elite nor a local cultural 
elite. How might the ethnographer successfully access and navigate field sites imbued with these 
unseen power differentials? There are currently no visual mapping tools to enhance the process 
of reflexivity by feminist ethnographers, as they consider their globally embedded multiple, 
hierarchical, and situated positionality. This reflection methodology piece provides a tool to 
consider this phenomenon, as it exists across the Global North/South divide of power. Such a 
tool would be useful to northern ethnographers to better strategize ethics and access while 
avoiding complicity with structures of inequality and empowering their southern interlocutors. 
 
XU, XIAOHONG. "DIALOGIC STRUGGLE IN THE BECOMING OF THE 
CULTURAL REVOLUTION: BETWEEN ELITE CONFLICT AND MASS 
MOBILIZATION." CRITICAL HISTORICAL STUDIES 4.2 (2017): 209-242. 
This article addresses the becoming of contentious political events through the case of the 
Chinese Cultural Revolution (1966). The conditional theory of structural causation and the 
rational choice conception of agency that have complemented each other in current scholarship 
have left missing links between elite conflict and mass mobilization. Examining the dialogic 
struggle among various actors involved in the process helps to overcome the teleological 
explanation of the rise of the Cultural Revolution and brings to light the politics of interpretation 
in constructing its meaning. The perspective shows ideological contradictions in the status quo 
ante to be important sources for change in an uncertain and destabilizing situation. The event 
thus did not result from the realization of actors’ fixed goals but was an emergent process of the 
disarticulation of structural contradictions, in which actors’ active appropriation and changing 
deployment of cultural repertoires were critical. 
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ZHANG, YINGCHAN. "MAKING THE TRANSNATIONAL MOVE: DELIBERATION, 
NEGOTIATION, AND DISJUNCTURES AMONG OVERSEAS CHINESE RETURNEES 
IN CHINA." JOURNAL OF ETHNIC AND MIGRATION STUDIES (2018): 1-17. 
As Chinese cities compete aggressively for foreign-educated Chinese labour from afar and offer 
enticing recruitment packages, little is known about how targeted foreign-educated Chinese 
navigate these programs across transnational space. This article explores the relationship 
between the talent recruitment programs the Chinese state fiercely promote and the experiences 
of U.S.-educated Chinese returnees. Drawing upon the literature on neoliberal globalization, 
skilled return migration and Chinese diaspora engagement, I argue that transnationally connected 
and mobile migrants do not subscribe to the nationalistic development agenda of a particular 
state but move across transnational spaces by strategically utilizing different forms of capital at 
their disposal. Based on qualitative data collected in China between 2014 and 2016, this article 
demonstrates that despite strong push from the Chinese state towards patriotism, foreign-
educated Chinese returnees do not subscribe to the inherently place-based, nationalistic 
development agenda. Rather, they utilize different forms of capital they provide and these 
initiatives provide in ways the Chinese state has not intended: to enhance mobility across 
national borders and flexibility to organize their careers and detach themselves from particular 
places. More work is called for to further theorize the experiences of these transnational elites 
and the new subjectivities emerging from these processes. 
 
 
 


